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 It has often been said that, prior to bombing Pearl Harbor, the 
Japanese knew they would not be able to invade the United 
States and run rough-shod over Americans as they did to the 
Chinese during their invasion of China. The average person in 
China did not possess firearms, but unlike the Chinese, 
“Americans are armed.” This story may be an urban myth but 
American history bears out the fact that armed Americans have 
been successful in resisting invading armies.  
 After the outbreak of the War for American In-
dependence a member of the British Parliament 
warned his fellows about the danger of provoking 
well-armed Americans. He noted, “with arms in 
their hands” they are determined to assert the princi-
ples of liberty.  One of the first acts of the British 
King’s agents was to attempt to disarm Americans. 
George Mason of Virginia and a Founding Father 
warned, “To disarm the people is the best and most 
effectual way to enslave them.” Patrick Henry of 
Virginia noted that “the next step of the English will 
be to disarm Americans.” James Madison of Virgin-
ia added that, “the advantage of being armed, which 
the Americans possess over the people of almost 
every other nation,” served as a ready defense of 
liberty.  
 
War for American Independence 
 Whether it was the New England Minute Men or 
the Southern Militia, men bearing their own arms 
served as the first line of defense against English 
tyranny. The Battle of Kings Mountain in North 
Carolina was a pivotal battle in America’s War for 
Independence. In that battle American Frontiersmen 
using their own weapons defeated British General 
Ferguson. Ferguson’s defeat played a major role in 
the ultimate defeat and surrender of British General Cornwallis 
at Yorktown. Prior to the battle, General Ferguson issued an 
order demanding that the frontiersmen come over the mountain 
and surrender themselves and their weapons. They came over 
the mountain, they brought their weapons, and they skillfully 
used them to defeat the British, killing Ferguson in the process. 
This is how America’s unorganized militia answered the call to 
defend their homes, families, and their liberty when threatened 
by an aggressive, invading army. 
 
War of 1812 
 During the War of 1812, General Andrew Jackson called out 
the male citizens of New Orleans to defend the city against an 
overwhelming number of British invaders. Again, private citi-
zens with their own weapons played a major part in the defeat of 
an invading army.  Victory over the British in the War of 1812 
preserved the independence of these United States of America. 
 

War for Southern Independence 
 During the War for Southern Independence, personal weap-
ons in the hands of Southerners was a major factor in arming the 
local militia and a substantial portion of the Confederate Army 
early in the war. The 12th Louisiana Infantry provides an exam-
ple of private weapons in the hands of Southern troops. As late 
as 1863 a number of the troops in Company D were still using 

shotguns brought from home. Eventually, they were 
issued weapons of “all kinds, scarcely any dozen of 
them being of the same pattern.” The vast majority 
of these young Southerners came from farms. They 
were expert shots and well suited for military camp 
life. According to one account, “there were three 
things in military life they could do as well as the 
drill master: shoot quick and straight, put-up tents, 
and march in route-step.” Just like today, outdoor 
life, hunting, and fishing prepares young men to 
become excellent patriotic soldiers. As Confederate 
General Early declared of the Southern soldier, “I 
have seen, with my own eyes, ragged, barefooted, 
and hungry Confederate soldiers perform deeds, 
which, if performed in days of yore, by mailed war-
riors in glittering armor, would have inspired the 
harp of the minstrel and the pen of the poet.” 
 
Holt Collier 
 A free black volunteer provides an example of 
the quality of the Confederate soldier. Holt Collier 
was born a slave on a Mississippi plantation. He and 
his young master would go bear hunting together. 
His master noticed Holt’s fine hunting skills. He 
taught Holt to use a flintlock rifle and made him 
responsible for providing meat for the plantation. 
Bear was a major meat source at that time because 

Mississippi had a large bear population. Holt became very profi-
cient with his rifle, teaching himself to fire it from either the 
right or left shoulder. It was claimed that Holt killed more bears 
than Davy Crocket and Daniel Boone combined, but that may be 
mere folklore. When the war broke out, Holt’s master granted 
Holt his freedom and told him to avoid the war because “many a 
good man will die...” Holt had other ideas, and as a free-man-of-
color he joined a Texas unit and served for the war’s duration. 
Holt Collier was, most likely, America’s first black, military 
sharp shooter, but Yankee history refuses to recognize this brave 
Southern soldier. After the war Holt became a famous hunting 
guide and was given a Winchester rifle by American President 
Teddy Roosevelt.  
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 Many historians have said that the War Between the States 
was the world’s first “modern” war.  Everything from rifled fire 
arms and artillery to iron clad naval vessels and submarines 
were introduced in actual combat during the war between 1861-
65.   Consider the following examples of unique weapons used. 
 
LeMat Revolver 
 The LeMat pistol was designed by Jean A. LeMat in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, in 1856.  At the outbreak of the war, P.G.T.  
Beauregard, reportedly a distant cousin of LeMat, secured a con-
tract for 5,000 LeMat revolvers for the Confederacy.  At least 
2,500 LeMat revolvers were secured for use in both the land and 
naval forces.  Many famous Confederate Generals including 
Beauregard, Jeb Stuart, and Braxton Bragg carried this weapon.  
Unlike the single shot muzzleloading pistol, the LeMat was a 9-
shot revolver with an additional virtual single-shot 20 gauge 
shotgun option.  A simple selection could be made to choose 
either the rifled pistol or shotgun option. 
 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
 Few artillery pieces used during the War for Southern Inde-
pendence have a more recognizable name and history than these 
four guns.  In 1848 the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) ordered 
four six-pound, smooth bore artillery pieces to be used for train-
ing of the cadets.  By 1861 the six-pounder was superseded by 
its “big brother” the twelve-pounder.  Early in the war twelve-
pounders served with the famous Rockbridge Artillery.  The 
unique name for these guns is said to have come from a state-
ment by William N. Pendleton, an Episcopalian minister and 
member of the Rockbridge Artillery, who stated that the guns 
would “preach the gospel” as they fought the Yankee invaders.  
At the end of the war, the Federal government confiscated these 
guns but did return them to VMI in 1875.  Today, they are on 
display next to the statue of “Stonewall” Jackson at VMI.  
 
Converted Squirrel Gun  
 Pride of marksmanship and hunting skills were typical 
Southern characteristics.  The common “squirrel gun”, often a 
flintlock Kentucky-style rifle, could be found throughout the 
South in 1861.  Needing weapons to hunt invading Yankees, 
Southerners were asked to turn in their squirrel guns in order to 
make them suitable for military use.  The photo on this page 
displays some of the modifications required to make the com-
mon squirrel gun into a weapon of war.  The octagonal barrel at 
the muzzle of the gun has been turned to accept a socket bayo-
net.  Also, the old flintlock has been replaced with a percussion 
firing system, and finally, hardware for a shoulder strap has been 
attached.  Weapons such as these were in use early in the war 
until modern weapons could be secured. 
 
The First Submarine 
 The Confederate States of America holds the distinction of 
being the first nation to use a submarine to sink an enemy war-
ship. On February 17, 1864 the CSS Hunley attacked and sank 
the USS Housatonic.  The story of the development of this sub-
marine attests to the courage and conviction of the soldiers and 
sailors of the South.  The Hunley was manned by eight crew-
men.  Seven crewmen turned a crank which produced 3.5 horse-
power, while one crewman steered the boat. She has been de-
scribed as a “sleek modern-looking craft”.  The Hunley sank 
twice during trials and training with the loss of 13 volunteers.  
Nevertheless, when volunteers were needed for the attack upon 
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the U.S. blockading fleet, there was no trouble in obtaining men 
for the mission.  The Hunley was engineered much like a mod-
ern submarine with ballast tanks and pumps, a “torpedo”, and 
brave sub-mariners.  The torpedo was delivered by a 22-foot 
spar (pole) secured to the front of the Hunley with a 135-pound 
black power torpedo attached.  It is thought that this torpedo had 
a contact ignition system.  The basic systems used in modern 
submarines can be traced back to the CSS Hunley. 
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The SCV sponsors the Southern Vic-
tory Campaign™.  SCV membership 
is not required for participation in 
the campaign, but is recommended.  
To learn about the SCV, visit us in 
person or online as outlined below. 

 
 
Honoring America’s 
Military Heroes 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JKvp4lTL1D8 

 
 
Monuments Matter 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=R7uaVykPdqQ Make Dixie Great Again 

SCV camps and honorable individu-
als and groups may join and partici-
pate in the campaign.  To organize a 
new group or enroll your existing 
group or camp in the campaign, 
please follow the instructions below. 

1.  Download, print, and read Southern 
Victory Strategy & Tac-
tics from the Tactics and 
Special Operations page 
at MakeDixieGreatA-
gain.com. While there, 
download and print Con-
federate Legion applications and other 
useful materials for your first meeting. 
 

2.  Hold a meeting of your friends and 
associates.  Explain the need to organ-
ize according to Southern Victory 
Strategy & Tactics.  Give your group a 
name if it does not already have one.  
Pick a name that con-
servatives will respect 
because the campaign 
will put your group in 
contact with thousands of 
them.  Enroll your group 
under its name and enroll as many 
members as possible in the Confeder-
ate Legion.  Assign members to study 
Southern Victory Strategy & Tactics.  
 

3.  At  the next meeting, elect a leader 
or a small leadership team that is capa-
ble of understanding and following our 
strategy.  Deviations from the strategy 
will reduce effectiveness and prevent 
long-run success.  Implement the basic 
program for distribution of the South-
ern Defender™.  Make written plans 
and obtain financial and 
other necessary  commit-
ments from the members. 
Think big!  Meet fre-
quently. Submit progress 
reports at our website.  
 

4. If you are an individual desiring to 
join an existing group, contact us after 
you join the Legion; if a group is oper-
ating in your area, we will forward 
your information.  For assistance, call 
844-772-4621 or visit our website. 

The Southern Defender™ is the creation and intel-
lectual property of Victory Marketing Systems™ 
and Victory Flags and More™.  We publish it at 
our expense and make it available to the      
Southern Victory Campaign™ of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans.  Non-original content was 
published by permission of the copyright holder. 
This edition was created in February of 2022. 
Content is subject to change without notice. 
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History of Federal Gun Control 

The “Kennedy Twins” — Ron and Donnie 

 Many Leftist gun-grabbers ridicule Second Amendment advocates as 
“conspiracy nuts” when warning of the possibility of Federal gun confiscation.  Yet, 
the Federal government already has a history of ignoring the Constitutional protec-
tion of gun ownership.  All that is needed for Federal gun confiscation to take place 
is for an emergency to be declared and the Constitutional protection for gun rights 
and all civil liberties will be ignored.   As demonstrated during the Covid 
“emergency”, all government had to do was to declare that public safety necessitat-
ed the cancelling of our God-given Rights and the Constitution was nullified.  Ne-
cessity as an excuse for tyranny is as old as government itself.  John Milton, Eng-
lish author of Paradise Lost, noted, “So spake the fiend, and with necessity, the ty-
rant’s plea, excused his devilish deeds.”  Free citizens should always remember that 
“necessity” is the dog-whistle that all tyrants use to call forth their dogs-of-war to 
suppress liberty. 
 
A Tyrannical Track Record 
 In 1861, before Missouri seceded, the Federal government confiscated all pri-
vately owned weapons (hunting guns) from anyone they accused of being disloyal.  
The Federal government proclaimed that gun confiscation was necessary to protect 
public order.  In several Northern counties the United States military, just like in 
Missouri, confiscated weapons from the political opponents of Abraham Lincoln.  
“Necessity” was the pretense.  In 1862, the United States military went house to 
house in New Orleans, Louisiana, and confiscated privately owned guns from the 
citizens.  Many will say that this was done during the War Between the States, and 
today we are not in a civil war; therefore, there is no danger of trampling upon our 
God-given Rights.  In 1942 American citizens, both naturalized and native-born 
Americans of Japanese ancestry, had their property confiscated, and they were 
placed in prison camps.  During the recent Covid crisis, the First Amendment was 
trampled upon by government.  Freedom of speech was attacked, churches were 
closed, and Americans’ businesses were destroyed by so-called necessary govern-
mental mandates.  Yes, our government already has a track record of tyranny and is 
threatening to expand it. 
 
Making Excuses for Tyranny 
 As one of America’s Founding Fathers, John Taylor, once noted, “Tyranny is 
wonderfully ingenious in the art of inventing specious phrases to spread over its 
nefarious designs.”  This ingenious art is displayed every time government declares 
that an un-Constitutional act is necessary for public safety.  Whenever an excuse 
presents itself, the Left cries that it has become necessary to end gun ownership.  In 
his 1825 textbook on the Constitution, William Rawls, a friend of George Washing-
ton and Benjamin Franklin, warned that government will always use the pretense of 
necessity as a means to illegally expand its power.  America’s Founders put great 
stock in free citizens in a free society protecting their rights.  As stated in the Sec-
ond Amendment, “A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free 
state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.”  These 
words demonstrate that well-armed citizens are essential for a healthy militia, and 
the militia is essential for liberty.   Every U.S. President before Abraham Lincoln 
urged citizens to be well-armed as a defense against tyranny.   Disarmed citizens 
are potential or real slaves.  We must protect the Second Amendment because it 
protects freedom. 
 
Join With Us 
 The Southern Victory Campaign™ promotes the prin-
ciples of true Liberty (freedom tied to Christian values).  
Among those principles is the God-given right to self-
defense.  Join with us!  With God’s help and yours, we 
can achieve victory.  Read about the campaign on page 3. 

 

Imagine America after 1,000,000 people 
have read The South Was Right! With 
God’s help, we can expect the following 
results: 
 

• Many readers will seek other pro-
South titles and discover the princi-
ples of Liberty, Constitutional gov-
ernment, and State’s Rights espoused 
by the Founders of the U.S. and C.S. 

• They will join pro-Liberty and pro-
South organizations to put their new 
knowledge and zeal to work. 

• Liberty will begin to grow, and Com-
munism will begin to wither. 

• Politicians and people of influence 
will gain respect for Liberty and our 
American and Southern heritage. 

 

Let’s add 150,000 copies to the “sold” 
column by the end of the year!  Order 
copies for yourself, family, friends, and 
to re-sell through your organization. 
Spread the word through social media. 
 

Check out all the Kennedy Twins’ 
books at... 

KennedyTwins.com 
or shop online at 

VictoryFlagsAndMore.com 
or at the store in Flora, Mississippi, 

or by phone at 844-772-4621. 
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Promote 
The South Was Right 

wherever you go with a 
custom-made T-shirt. 
Many colors and sizes. 
Looks best on sports 
gray, light blue, and 

charcoal gray. 
 

Still only $24.95 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 

James R. Kennedy (L) and Walter D. Kennedy have defended Liberty in books, speeches, debates 
and interviews on radio and television for nearly 30 years.  They were among the founders of and 
continue to lead the Southern Victory Campaign™. They are available for radio and television 
interviews, debates and public events.  Contact them through KennedyTwins.com. 


