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What the Bible  
Says About Slavery
In William Grigg’s otherwise excellent ar-
ticle “The Great Emancipation” (August 
24 issue), he quotes the chief justice of 
the King’s Bench as saying, “Slavery was 
sanctioned by the Bible.” On the contrary, 
biblically, men stealing (involuntary servi-
tude through kidnapping) was punishable 
by death (Ex. 21:16; Deut. 24:7, cf. I Tim. 
1:10). Slaves were freed every seven years 
(Ex. 21:2; Deut. 15:12f). Jesus was the ful-
fillment of the year of Jubilee, which had 
as a major goal the freeing of the slaves 
(Luke 4:1f). 

We are all slaves to sin, and Jesus frees 
us from that condition. A warning of the 
Bible that desperately needs to be heeded 
today is the reminder that the borrower is 
a slave to the lender (Proverbs 22:7). Slav-
ery is not a desirable circumstance, but 
many things are less than ideal in a fallen 
creation. God does not endorse or encour-
age slavery.   

 The apostle Paul is often criticized for 
urging slaves to obey their masters and 
serve them as they would the Lord. Yet, 
this does not imply approval of slavery. 
The slave rebellion of Spartacus approxi-
mately a century earlier was very fresh in 
the minds of the Romans. A new religion 
that already garnered much hostility from 
Jews and Romans alike would have faced 
much greater persecution and opposition if 
associated with a slave rebellion. 

Christianity recognizes that social 
changes are better wrought through 
changing hearts rather than trying to force 
social change through violence or coer-
cion. Quiet persuasion is always the best.    

 Abraham had slaves, but it is clear 
from Scripture that they were regarded 
as being like his children. They were 
circumcised, as Abraham did his own 
sons. An aspect of ancient slavery that 
is often overlooked is the fact that there 
was no social safety net in that world. If 
a person or family could not be sup-
ported from his/their own efforts, there 
was no welfare office where one could 
apply for government assistance and food 
stamps. Slavery presented a merciful 
means of providing for those who could 
not provide for themselves. Indentured 
servanthood offered the means whereby 
needed skills could be acquired. It was 

like a tuition-free trade school. So this 
whole subject is much more complex 
than simply saying the Bible sanctioned 
slavery. 

Since Jesus came to set us free, clearly 
freedom, and not slavery, is God’s ulti-
mate purpose for mankind.    

 Steven M. Schlei
Dunnellon, Florida 

Corrupt Poverty 
Organizations
Your discussion on foreign aid by gov-
ernments and the UN is much-needed 
(September 7 issue). Many years ago my 
priest friend from Uganda told me a story. 
A friend of his from Kenya spent years 
driving a truck from Kenya to Sudan for 
the World Health Organization. The trucks 
contained food and were sealed. His job 
was simply to deliver the needed supplies. 
One day he and his companion were driv-
ing the truck and were extremely hungry 
themselves. They decided to open the 
back. What a shock to see the truck loaded 
not with food, but with arms. He quit the 
job and joined the seminary. 

Rhonda dehn 
Sent via e-mail

Where Are  
the Political Giants?
A simple question concerning an Article 
V Convention:

Is there anyone of the politicians back-
ing the convention or a possible member 
of it who are even close to being the equal 
of George Washington, Benjamin Frank-
lin, Alexander Hamilton, or, of course, 
James Madison? 

This question makes clear the damage a 
constitutional convention would do to the 
Constitution. Anyone who thinks damage 
would not be done to the best document 
ever written by man is a fool at best.

howaRd laSt
Cheyenne, Wyoming
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A study published September 16 by Irish and U.S.-based re-
searchers is calling into question the efficacy of renewable en-
ergy sources such as wind and solar in dealing with the so-called 
climate crisis. In fact, the study found that such energy sources 
are extremely costly and may be causing as much climate change 
as they purport to mitigate.

Entitled Energy and Climate Policy — An Evaluation of Glob-
al Climate Change Expenditure 2011-2018, the study raises grave 
questions about the feasibility and cost of switching to an energy 
grid powered mainly by wind and solar farms. The study also 

points out several of the flaws of wind and solar energy, including 
the negative impacts they present on local environments.

Despite spending jaw-dropping amounts of money on wind 
and solar power globally since 2011, the study shows, climate 
alarmists and the nations that defer to them have definitely not 
gotten their money’s worth.

The study’s lead author, Coilin OhAiseadha, points out: “It 
cost the world $2 trillion to increase the share of energy gener-
ated by solar and wind from half a percent to three percent, and 
it took eight years to do it. What would it cost to increase that to 
100 percent? And how long would it take?”

At the same time the world was spending these ghastly amounts 
of money on green projects that have proven to be about as use-
ful as a scuba diving suit in the desert, only five percent of global 
climate spending was used for adapting to extreme weather events 
and other alleged results of anthropogenic climate change.

Moreover, the study also found that wind and solar farms and 
other green energy schemes are contributing to the problem they 
were meant to solve, or otherwise damaging the environment.

“Ironically, given that these policies are being framed as en-
vironmentally desirable, many of the criticisms are with their 
environmental impacts. Many researchers are concerned about 
the negative impacts that ‘green energies’ have on biodiver-
sity,” the study states.

Study: Renewable Energy Not “Panacea” Climate Alarmists Claim

Murderous and brutal dictatorships — including multiple mass-
murdering communist and Islamist tyrannies — have been selected 
to serve on the controversial United Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil. Among the governments selected were those enslaving Cuba 
and China, as well as the regimes ruling Pakistan, Uzbekistan, and 
Nepal. Critics expressed outrage. But as regular readers of TNA 
know well, the situation is hardly new when it comes to the UN.

In the elections, held on Tuesday, October 13 at the dictator-
dominated UN General Assembly, an array of corrupt and totali-
tarian regimes were elected or reelected by fellow governments to 
serve on the UN human rights body. Winners include the govern-
ments of China, Russia, Cuba, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Nepal, the 
Ivory Coast, Malawi, Gabon, Senegal, Ukraine, Mexico, Britain, 
France, and Bolivia. The great majority of those governments are 
known as corrupt at best — and savagely oppressive at worst. 
Communist China is almost universally recognized as among the 
worst human-rights abusers on the planet. 

“Today is a black day for human rights,” complained UN 
Watch chief Hillel Neuer, whose Geneva-based nongovernmen-
tal organization monitors the UN and its actions on human rights. 
“Electing these dictatorships as UN judges on human rights is 
like making a gang of arsonists into the fire brigade…. It is an 
insult to their political prisoners and many other victims — and 
a defeat for the global cause of human rights — when the UN 
helps gross abusers act as champions and global judges of human 

rights. When the UN’s highest human rights body becomes a case 
of the foxes guarding the henhouse, the world’s victims suffer.”

Fortunately for those who value sovereignty and reject UN 
hypocrisy and globalism, legislation to liberate the United States 
from the UN and all of its disgraced bureaucracies is already sit-
ting in Congress. Under the American Sovereignty Restoration 
Act (H.R. 204), the U.S. government would cut all ties with the 
infamous “dictators club” while evicting its headquarters from 
American soil and ensuring that U.S. troops can never again serve 
under UN command. 

Dictators Win Seats on UN “Human Rights Council”
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America is being lied to by totalitarians and collectivists on a 
massive scale, to the point that liberty now hangs in the balance, 
declared experts in various fields and leaders from across Amer-
ica and beyond at the Red Pill Expo, which took place October 
10-11. However, there was almost universal optimism throughout 
the event, with a general feeling that the establishment’s war on 
freedom and truth had gone too far, too fast, causing people ev-
erywhere to wake up. The Federal Reserve’s looting of America 
and Big Pharma’s war on health freedom were central topics.

In an interview with the new aMeRican magazine, Red Pill 
Expo Chairman G. Edward Griffin warned that the economic sit-
uation was almost certain to get significantly worse in the months 
ahead. “The whole thing is headed to a very bad crisis,” he said. 
“This is it — it is coming. By this time next year everybody will 
understand what I am saying.” But this jolt also gives Ameri-
cans an opportunity to expose and then dismantle the system that 
has pummeled the middle class and transferred vast amounts of 
wealth to the banking elites and the government’s cronies.

Because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, health and 
medicine were hot topics discussed by virtually everyone on 
stage. Several speakers explained the importance of working 
with law enforcement to preserve and protect individual liberty 
and constitutional government in the United States. TNA writer 
and senior editor Alex Newman exposed the Deep State’s plan 
to create a cashless society. Financial guru and best-selling au-

thor Robert Kiyosaki, one of the most high-profile experts at 
the Expo, warned about economic turmoil to come, and urged 
everyone to take it seriously. 

Montana Public Service Commissioner Randy Pinocci urged 
activists not just to complain on social media, but to become even 
more active by running for office in an effort to “become city 
hall,” a regular theme at Red Pill Expos. 

The 2020 Red Pill Expo smashed previous attendance records, 
despite mainstream media efforts to panic Americans into hiding 
at home and avoiding human interaction.

2020 “Red Pill Expo” Exposes Federal Reserve, COVID Tyranny

In an October 2 statement, the Mathematical Association of 
America (MAA) criticized President Trump’s decision to end the 
teaching of “critical race theory” within the federal government, 
asserting that math “inherently carries human biases.”

“It is time for all members of our profession to acknowledge 
that mathematics is created by humans and therefore inherently 
carries human biases,” the statement reads. “Until this occurs, our 
community and our students cannot reach full potential. Reaching 
this potential in mathematics relies upon the academy and higher 
education engaging in critical, challenging, sometimes uncom-
fortable conversations about the detrimental effects of race and 

racism on our community.” “The time is now to move mathemat-
ics and education forward in pursuit of justice,” MAA declares.

Further, the organization called critical race theory “an estab-
lished social science inquiry which is grounded in decades of 
scholarship,” and made the case that it is “misguided, at best, to 
reduce this theory to the race-blaming of white people and to define 
it and the discussion of systemic racism as a ‘divisive concept.’”

The statement even argued that math and science are inher-
ently political: “Although mathematics, science, and higher 
education develop fact-based theories and practices that should 
inform policy, they are also political because they exist within a 
highly politicized system. Acknowledging that the United States 
has serious systemic discrimination has somehow leaped from a 
political issue to a partisan issue.”

Critical race theory is a social science framework that proposes 
that white supremacy is maintained over time through the law, 
and it looks at ways to free society from this alleged supremacy. 

The MAA’s argument that critical race theory is needed be-
cause mathematics is driven by “white supremacy” is not new. 
Leftists have gone so far as to state that the notion that 2+2 al-
ways equals 4 is based on white supremacy and that it can some-
times equal 5. The Left also says that things such as “objective 
thinking” and notions such as “hard work is the key to success” 
are signs of “whiteness.” n

Group Says Critical Race Theory Needed to Fight Racism in Math
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CNN Anchor Fires Back at Biden Spokesperson
“Constitutional doesn’t mean I like it or don’t like it. It means it’s ac-
cording to the U.S. Constitution. There’s nothing unconstitutional about 
what the U.S. Senate is doing.”
After Joe Biden repeatedly claimed that the Senate was acting in an 
unconstitutional manner in conducting the Amy Coney Barrett confir-
mation process, his campaign spokesperson Kate Bedingfield repeated 
the falsehood, and CNN’s Jake Tapper sharply corrected her.

Judiciary Committee Chairman Celebrates  
After Barrett’s Grueling Three Days Testifying
“This is the first time in American history that we’ve nominated a 
woman who is unashamedly pro-life and embraces her faith without 
apology…. We have arrived!”
After presiding over the three days of Amy Coney Barrett’s testimony, Senator Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.) exulted in the fact that the Senate committee’s approval of her for a seat on the Supreme Court 
had done our country a favor.

Supreme Court Nominee Explains  
That Justices Must Abide by the Written Constitution
“Judges cannot just wake up one day and say ‘I have an agenda — I 
like guns, I hate guns, I like abortion, I hate abortion,’ and walk in like 
a royal queen and impose their will on the world.”
Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett told the Senate Judiciary 
Committee that she favored plain reading of legal texts such as the U.S. 
Constitution, not a judge’s own interpretation of the document federal 
officials swear an oath to support.

U.S. Troop Number in Afghanistan Continues to Shrink
“When President Trump took office (in 2017), there were over 10,000 
American troops in Afghanistan. As of today [October 7, 2020], there 

are fewer than 5,000, and that number will go to 2,500 by early next year.”
During an event held at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas, Trump advisor Robert C. O’Brien addressed 
the matter of U.S. troop levels in the war-torn country. American forces have been in Afghanistan since 2001.

Catholic Prelate in Germany Supplies Frightening Assessment of U.S. 2020 Election
“The outcome of the U.S. election will determine whether the U.S. remains a leading power in the 
world — for freedom and democracy — or whether a communist dictatorship will assume that role for 
the global community.”
So states Cardinal Gerhard Müller, who served as the prefect of the Congregation of the Doctrine of 
the Faith until he ran afoul of the agenda of Pope Francis and was relieved of his post.

Antifa in Portland Calls for Killing Police and Others Who Support Local Police
“Police Officers must be killed, the families of Police Officers must be killed, the children of Police 
Officers must be killed, the friends and supporters of Police Officers must be killed.”
Personnel from the conservative group “Hot Air” discovered and publi-
cized the message appearing on a pamphlet distributed by the Portland, 
Oregon, branch of Antifa.

Biden Claims That He’s the Democratic  
Party, and “the Party” Wants Abortion
“My party is me. Right now, I am the Democratic Party. The platform 
of the Democratic Party is what I, in fact, approved of.”
Citing the above statement from Joe Biden, President Carol Tobias of 
National Right to Life was quick to point out that his own claim “means 
he wants abortion at any time, and under any circumstances.” n

— coMpiled by John F. McManuS
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by Selwyn Duke

“B
ut civilization, I really be-
lieve, is on the brink because 
if these forces come to full 

power, they’re going to be taking names 
and they’re not going to want a union of 

thought. They’re … not gonna be gra-
cious about their victory,” said renowned 
history professor Victor Davis Hanson 
in a September interview. “They’re not 
going to want unity and healing. They’re 
gonna want to hunt out and eradicate their 
opponents,” he continued. “That’s what 

cultural revolutions always do. They’ll 
do it again.”

It’s a sign of the times, oh these desper-
ate times, that even “sober, serious” com-
mentators such as Hanson are speaking the 
way, let’s say, “less mainstream” figures 
such as this writer did some years ago. For 

The violence and rioting that have occurred in mainly Democratic areas lately are not an 
aberration or a mistake in the eyes of the Left. They are an achievement. 

Violence,
Inc.

A LEFTIST ENTERPRISE
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something has become obvious: Less and 
less is the Left trying to convince you. 

More and more, its minions have re-
solved to kill you, if necessary, as they em-
brace Mao’s sentiment, “Political power 
grows out of the barrel of a gun” — or a 
mail-in vote-fraud scheme, a cancel-culture 
cowing, rioting, or Big Tech manipulation. 

This is not surprising. Of what, after all, 
can leftists convince you? Is there, even 
at this late date, a comprehensive, cohe-
sive, and compelling Democratic platform 
on which to campaign? Can you think of 
much other than “Orange man bad!”? The 
most notable Democratic proposals are 
ones that sell on Main Street like ice in the 
Arctic: The economy-rending Green New 
Deal, dismantling the police and ICE, free 
healthcare for illegals, and an “Equality 
Act” that amounts to putting boys in girls’ 
lavatories and locker rooms.  

A study had suggested that, as of Septem-
ber 5, the United States had “experienced 
nearly 550 violent demonstrations since 
May 26,” the day after George Floyd’s 
death, reported the Daily Caller. More dis-
tressingly, we’re seeing political assassina-
tions, of bodies as well as character. The 
2019 demonization of the Covington Cath-
olic High School boys — notably Nick 
Sandmann — and the 2017 congressional 
baseball shooting, perpetrated by Bernie 
Sanders acolyte James Hodgkinson, were 
earlier warnings. Now we’re seeing Trump 
supporters actually being hunted. In late 
August, for example, 39-year-old Patriot 
Prayer member Aaron Danielson was shot 
to death in Portland, Oregon, after being 
specifically targeted: “Bystander video 
showed two men approaching Danielson 
and a friend, one saying ‘Hey, we got one 
over here, we got a couple over here,’ and 
another ‘Pull it out,’ before two shots were 
fired,” reported the Mirror online Septem-
ber 5. Danielson’s murderer, 48-year-old 
Michael Reinoehl, was later killed himself 
by U.S. marshals and the FBI after resisting 
arrest and drawing a gun. 

But the hapless Danielson isn’t alone. 
As Townhall’s Bronson Stocking related 
September 5:

In July, Bernell Trammell, a black, 
60-year-old boisterous Trump sup-
porter was shot and killed by an un-
known assailant outside his business 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Charlie Chace, an 82-year-old 
Air Force veteran, was attacked and 
beaten by a 27-year-old liberal man 
in June. Chace was displaying a pro-
Trump sign when the liberal man 
allegedly stopped his car, ripped 
the sign from Chace’s hands, and 
body slammed the elderly vet to the 
ground. The liberal then allegedly 
kicked Chace several times in the ribs 
and legs with leather-pointed shoes. 

Earlier this year, a group of Re-
publicans in Jacksonville, Florida 
were targeted by the driver of a van 
who accelerated and plowed into 
the group’s voter registration tent. 
According to the arrest report, the 

27-year-old suspect told police that 
he targeted the tent because he didn’t 
like President Trump. 

And a 15-year-old Trump support-
er in a MAGA hat was attacked out-
side a polling site in New Hampshire 
earlier this year. 

Fair Game
Yes, even kids are fair game. Another ex-
ample was an adult woman who attacked 
a 12-year-old Colorado boy carrying a 
Trump sign in early September. Then there 
were the two 21-year-old females who tore 
up Trump signs outside the Democratic 
National Convention August 20 and stole 
a MAGA hat from a seven-year-old boy, 
making him cry. 

This isn’t new, though, nor truly re-
flective of the evil lurking in some leftist 
hearts. Just consider how the parents of 
then-eight-year-old Ava Martinez, better 

Selwyn Duke has written for the new aMeRican 
for more than a decade. He has also written for The 
Hill, Observer, The American Conservative, World-
NetDaily, American Thinker, and many other print 
and online publications.
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Unhinged: Bernie Sanders fan James Hodgkinson, member of Facebook group Terminate the 
Republican Party, perpetrated the 2017 congressional baseball shooting. A troubled man who’d had 
previous run-ins with the law, he fit the profile of the type of person attracted to left-wing ideology.
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The most notable Democratic proposals are ones that sell 
on Main Street like ice in the Arctic: The economy-rending 
Green New Deal, dismantling the police and ICE, free 
healthcare for illegals, and an “Equality Act” that amounts 
to putting boys in girls’ lavatories and locker rooms.
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known as “Mini-AOC” — who did spot-
on satirical impressions of Representative 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) — de-
leted all her social-media accounts in July 
2019 after she was doxxed and threatened 
with death. A similar fate befell a six-
year-old boy featured in the 2012 You-
Tube video “10 Reasons NOT to Vote for 
Obama!” Responses under the presenta-
tion (commenting has since been disabled) 
included, “Can someone kill that child… 
to teach his parents a lesson”; “This child 
and his parents need to be euthanized”; 
and, obviously from a member of the li-
terati, “Shoot tha kid Kill tha Parents!!!” 

Whatever the threats’ or actions’ na-
ture, just as shocking is that prominent 
Democrats’ responses range from tolerant 
denial to wink-and-nod encouragement to 
open endorsement. Providing examples, 
the Spectator USA’s Amber Athey wrote 
September 1:

House Judiciary Committee Chair-

man Jerry Nadler called antifa vio-
lence in Portland a “myth” when ap-
proached about the subject in June. 
Mayor Muriel Bowser bragged in 
her Democratic National Convention 
speech about creating “Black Lives 
Matter Plaza” in Washington, DC for 
the protesters, but did not mention 
some of those protesters torched the 
historic St John’s church outside of 
the White House. Seattle Mayor Jenny 
Durkan described her city’s “autono-
mous zone,” which was forcibly taken 
over by armed protesters and where a 
black teenager would later be shot 
dead, as a “block party atmosphere.” 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi responded to 
the toppling of a statue of Christopher 
Columbus by giving a wave of her 
hand: “people will do what they do.” 
Rep. Ayanna Pressley went several 
steps further than her peers, encour-
aging “unrest in the streets” during an 
MSNBC interview in August.

Moreover, Athey also reminds us that 
Joe Biden’s running mate, Kamala Har-
ris, even “promoted a bail fund intended 
for protesters [rioters] in Minnesota.” And 
Harris actually said in a June interview 
on The Late Show With Stephen Colbert 
— almost giddily in what could be GOP 
campaign commercial gold — that the 
“protests” “should not” stop. 

Harris will get her wish, too, because 
there’s always another rationale for vio-
lence. Just consider the reaction to Repub-
licans’ intent to fill the Supreme Court seat 
vacated by the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
Even before Trump’s nomination of Judge 
Amy Coney Barrett, GQ and Washington 
Post journalist Laura Bassett said that if 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
“jams someone through, which he will, 
there will be riots.” Other notable pseudo-
elites met her prediction with prescription. 
As the Daily Mail reported September 20:

Reza Aslan, a religious scholar and 
former CNN host, tweeted to his 
293,000 followers: “If they even 
TRY to replace RBG we burn the 
entire f****** thing down.” 

... Beau Willimon, a screenwriter 
who produced the U.S. version of 
House of Cards and the president of 
the Writers Guild of America, East, 
told his 164,000 followers: “We’re 
shutting this country down if Trump 
and McConnell try to ram through an 
appointment before the election.”

… Author Aaron Gouveia, whose 
latest book is about toxic masculin-
ity, tweeted:  “F*** no. Burn it all 
down.” 

And a professor of political sci-
ence repeated calls for arson attacks 
on Congress.  

Emmett Macfarlane, who teaches 
at the University of Waterloo in On-
tario, Canada, tweeted: “Burn Con-
gress down before letting Trump try 
to appoint anyone to SCOTUS.”

A member of the Wisconsin Ethics 
Commission, responsible for admin-
istering state laws regarding cam-
paign finance, ethics and lobbying, 
echoed the urging for violence.

When Ed Markey, senate candidate 
for Massachusetts, said that McCon-
nell should not nominate a replace-
ment in an election year, Scot Ross 
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Frightening message: The insurrectionists’ use of French Revolution imagery, the guillotine, 
is surely apropos. The political term “Left” was born during that dark period, and its leftists 
murdered thousands while mindlessly destroying France’s institutions and paving the way for the 
rise of a dictator, Napoleon Bonaparte.
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Whatever the threats’ or actions’ nature, just as shocking 
is that prominent Democrats’ responses range from 
tolerant denial to wink-and-nod encouragement to open 
endorsement.
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tweeted: “F****** A, Ed. If you 
can’t shut it down, burn it down.”

Note that “religious scholar” Aslan’s 
comment was mild — for him. An Iranian 
immigrant who once ate human flesh on 
television (really), he also proclaimed in 
an August 2019 tweet that Trump’s “sup-
porters — ALL OF THEM — are by defi-
nition white nationalist terror supporters.” 
“The MAGA hat is a KKK hood,” he con-
tinued. “And his evil, racist scourge must 
be eradicated from society.” 

While the above reflects serious move-
ment toward civil war (you can only hit 
so long without being hit back), it also 
signals, ironic in a time of often manda-
tory physical masks, a dropping of the 
metaphorical one. Consider a 2016 Project 
Veritas sting operation in which Democrat 
operatives were caught on hidden camera 
admitting that they tried to spark trouble 
at Trump campaign events. In one video, 
a leftist agitator named Scott Foval can 
be seen saying that he calls this “conflict 
engagement … in the lines at Trump ral-
lies.” He even stated, “We have mentally 
ill people that we pay to do s**t, make 
no mistake” and had boldly proclaimed, 
“We’re starting anarchy here.” 

This was with the tacit approval of Hil-

lary Clinton, who once said, while debat-
ing Donald Trump, that even just question-
ing our elections’ integrity “denigrates” 
our system. As Project Veritas wrote in 
2016, its “undercover journalists reveal 
key players [anti-Trump agitators] coor-
dinating clandestine operations in support 
of Hillary Clinton’s campaign. The video, 
supported by emails recently released by 
WikiLeaks, shows that the dirty tricks, 
lines of communications and the money 
trail lead all the way to the top.”

“The video discloses numerous ex-
amples of behind-the-scenes shady prac-
tices with consequences most Americans 
have seen on national television at Donald 
Trump campaign rallies across the coun-
try,” Project Veritas continued. “What the 
media hasn’t reported is that the Clinton 
campaign and Democratic National Com-
mittee has [sic] been directing these activi-
ties with, at very best, a very thin veil of 
plausible deniability.”

Yet there’s something undeniable: Left-
wing insurrectionists, emboldened, have 
since 2016 greatly ratcheted up their vio-
lence and threats. Strikingly, they’re now 
even using guillotine imagery to send a 
message. As the Law Enforcement Charita-
ble Foundation reports, in “August, a guil-
lotine was wheeled up to the police bureau 

in Portland. The same month, protesters 
put a life-size doll of President Trump in-
side a guillotine outside the White House.” 
This is more than just threatening, too: It 
harks back to leftism’s dark birth, during 
the French Revolution, when the guillotine 
was a preferred tool of terror. In point of 
fact, the political senses of the terms “Left” 
and “Right” actually “originated with the 
French Revolution, with supporters of the 
king seated to the right of the president 
in its National Assembly and republicans 
(those wishing to create a republic, as they 
called it) situated to his left,” as I wrote in 
“The Bloody Left: The Dark History of Un-
true Believers.” “Today, of course, rightists 
aren’t monarchists because monarchy isn’t 
the status quo…,” I continued. “As for left-
ists, well, they’re still tearing the status quo 
down, which usually means tearing down 
civilization. And this still involves a ‘demo-
lition of the Bastille,’ as destroying institu-
tions, whether physical or social fixtures, is 
their specialty.”

Madness now mainstream: Colorado 
Democratic operative Kris Jacks was caught 
on hidden camera saying that he and his 
fellows “want to change this country ... with 
violence.” Hardly alone, he stated that “12 of 
our 14 members that go to state Democratic 
Party for this, for Colorado, are ‘Our 
Revolution’ members.”
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Destroying people went along with this, 
of course. Thus did the French revolution-
aries kill thousands in their “Reign of Ter-
ror.” A Reign of Error continued from that 
point, too, with the USSR’s Stalin, China’s 
Mao, Cambodia’s Pol Pot, and others add-
ing approximately 100 million corpses to 
the leftist total.      

Moreover, German philosopher Georg 
Hegel observed that the “only thing we 
learn from history is that we learn nothing 
from history,” and with leftists, it really 
is wash, rinse, repeat. The French revo-
lutionaries sought to erase the past with 
their new calendar, whose first year was 
1792, as did the Marxist Khmer Rouge in 
1970s Cambodia with their “Year Zero.” 
Our leftists do the same today, though 
their current lack of absolute power pre-
vents them from erasing the past so abso-
lutely. So they tear down statues, engage 
in revisionist history, and eliminate tradi-
tional Western curricula using the pretext 
of increasing “diversity” (e.g., eliminating 
white male authors). 

The French revolutionaries’ calendar 
also omitted the Lord’s Day, as its main 
purpose, confessed its chief architect, 
Charles-Gilbert Romme, was to “abolish 
Sunday.” This attacking of Christianity be-
came a pattern, with, for example, leftist 
pre-Spanish Civil War (1936-’39) repub-

licans demanding public renunciation of 
the Catholic faith as a requirement for a 
civil marriage and happily killing priests 
and nuns (known as the Red Terror). Our 
Left also has never been a fan of Christi-
anity, and they’ve now taken their Chris-
tophobia up a notch, with recent months 
seeing “numerous acts of vandalism and 
destruction at Catholic churches across the 
United States, including arsons and graf-
fiti,” reported the Catholic News Agency 
September 25. Note that our Democratic 
Party establishment has condemned this 
the way it has the rioters: with crickets.

Leftist governments, such as in the So-
viet Union and Cambodia, were also known 
for “re-education camps,” where under 
pain of punishment people were forced to 
mouth falsehoods. Likewise, those refusing 
to submit today to leftist lies — on global 
warming, “transgenderism,” etc. — can 
suffer reputational and career destruction. 
Taking more direct action, leftist miscre-
ants blocking a road in Portland forced a 
motorist to give the black power salute and 
say “black lives matter” (his truck ended up 
partially smashed, anyway), reporter Andy 
Ngô related September 20.

For an even greater taste of what awaits 
should the Left attain enough power, note 
how Gawker wrote in 2014, approvingly, 
that “discussed seriously in some circles” 

is that climate-change “deniers” (read: 
realists) should be arrested. This is tame, 
however, compared to University of Graz, 
Austria, humanities professor Richard 
Parncutt’s suggestion. He wrote in 2012 
“that the death penalty might be an ap-
propriate punishment for influential GW 
deniers and possibly also the Pope” (for 
opposing artificial contraception).      

Doing Violence to Truth
“Thou shalt not bear false witness” is a 
commandment because lies kill. It’s as 
with a computer: garbage in, garbage out. 
How can people make correct decisions 
on what policies and politicians to sup-
port if they’re fed misinformation con-
cerning them? Of course, politicians were 
never known for honesty. But the degree 
matters, and, today, it’s no exaggeration 
saying that our Left tells lies, all lies, and 
nothing but lies. As commentator Ronald 
Holman wrote September 10 in his op-ed 
“Eroding our culture with lies”:

One of the most famous cases of how 
Democrats view facts came to light 
when recently the former speaker of 
the House, Harry Reid, was asked if 
he regretted saying that Mitt Romney 
didn’t pay his taxes and he had been 
told so by a “friend.” Speaker Reid 
never hesitated. Reid responded to 
the question thusly, referencing Rom-
ney, “He didn’t win; did he?” In other 
words, on national television and re-
tired from a high position in govern-
ment that required the people’s confi-
dence in his pronouncements, Harry 
Reid pretty much said he didn’t regret 
lying about Romney because that lie 
helped the Democrats defeat Rom-
ney. In other words, the ends justify 
the means. And you will note this at-
titude among Democrats constantly 
once you start looking for it.

You don’t have to look hard. Just con-
sider an admission vice presidential can-
didate Harris made while speaking to the 
aforementioned Stephen Colbert June 17. 
Asked how she could possibly be Biden’s 
running mate after her harsh criticism of 
him onstage — she’d strongly implied he 
was a racist and sex abuser — Harris re-
plied, “It was a debate!” She delivered the 
line numerous times while chuckling, as 

AP
 Im

ag
es

Nothing sacred: From 1920s Mexico to civil-war-torn Spain to Stalin’s USSR and beyond, the Left 
has ever and always attacked Christianity. Our Left is no exception. St. Patrick’s Cathedral (shown) 
is just one of many churches that in recent months have been targeted with arson or graffiti. 
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if to say, “Are you an idiot?” Apparently, 
defamation for personal advancement is 
as natural to her as breathing. 

Then there are the big lies. While Dem-
ocrats were perpetrating the Trump/Rus-
sia collusion hoax, Project Veritas caught 
CNN figures on hidden camera in 2017 
admitting that they knew it was nonsense, 
but were pushing it anyway. Of course, it’s 
now known that the Democrats had the 
ties with Russia, used the FBI to frame 
the president, and that the idea was likely 
cooked up by Hillary Clinton. 

The Democrats also impeached Trump 
over a phone call with the Ukrainian 
president, falsely claiming he demanded 
a quid pro quo. Biden and other leftists 
have called Trump’s nomination of Judge 
Barrett to the Supreme Court an “abuse 
of power,” even though the action is con-
stitutionally prescribed and presidents 
have nominated SCOTUS candidates 
during election years 29 times in our his-
tory. Democratic politicians preach about 
wearing masks and mandate such, then 
are caught unmasked themselves (Nancy 
Pelosi, Dianne Feinstein, Maxine Waters, 
etc.). They locked down the country and 
lectured us about saving lives, then encour-
aged massive Black Lives Matter protests. 
They also claimed Trump called the Wuhan 
virus a hoax, thereby only vindicating what 
he actually said: that the Democratic po-
liticization of it is a hoax. Of course it is: 
Leftists’ hypocrisy reveals that they don’t 
really believe their own prescriptions. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg, too. 
As columnist Kevin McCullough wrote at 
Town Hall in March, Democratic leadership 
lies “to everyone, at nearly every moment, 
about almost everything, all the time.”  

Doing Violence to Our System
Another destructive leftist lie, that vote 
fraud “hardly ever happens,” brings us to 
the next form of leftist coercion. Insofar 
as a civilization is healthy, problems are 
resolved via reasoned analysis and logical 
argumentation and electoral systems are 
safeguarded. Insofar as “It’s not the votes 
that count, but who counts the votes” be-
comes status quo, the system is corrupted. 
The Left is making this reality, too.

The Democrats aim to steal the Novem-
ber election, partially via mail-in vote fraud. 
They justify this electoral innovation by 
claiming it’s a COVID-19-inspired safety 

measure and assure us that concerns about 
fraud are tin-foil-hat paranoia. But this vote 
fraud is already a proven reality. Consider:

• In late September, Project Veritas 
released undercover video showing sup-
porters of Representative Ilhan Omar 
(D-Minn.) perpetrating a large-scale vote-
harvesting scheme. 

• Uncovered mail-in vote fraud was so 
bad in Patterson, New Jersey’s May 12 
city council special election — a contest 
between two Democrats — that a judge 
ordered a new election be held.

• A man described as a “top Democratic 
operative” by the New York Post, speaking 
to the paper recently under the condition 
of anonymity, outlined the mechanics of 
mail-in vote fraud and admitted that he’s 
been committing it “on a grand scale, for 
decades.” Stating that there “is no race in 
New Jersey — from city council to United 
States Senate — that we haven’t worked 
on,” he also revealed that such efforts ex-
tend far beyond New Jersey and “could be 
enough to flip states.”

• A study by the News21 project at 
the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism 
at Arizona State University, covering the 
2000 to 2012 period, indicated that mail-
in vote fraud is the most common type of 
electoral fraud.

• The Heritage Foundation provides an 
(incomplete) vote-fraud database that has 
swelled to 1,298 proven cases — includ-
ing at least 1,121 convictions.

Vote fraud is monster, not myth, and is 
almost exclusively the handiwork of the 
party that has fought voter ID tooth and 
nail — and this monster is devouring the 
people’s will. 

Giving the Lies Center Stage
Mainstream media spin has long plagued 
us. In fact, UCLA political science pro-
fessor Tim Groseclose wrote in his 2011 
book Left Turn that media “bias aids Dem-
ocratic candidates by about 8 to 10 per-
centage points in a typical election.” Yet 
this is nothing — compared to Big Tech 
manipulation. 

Just ask Democrat-favoring liberal Dr. 
Robert Epstein, a senior research psychol-
ogist at the American Institute for Behav-
ioral Research and Technology. Having 
studied the matter, he warns that if the 
whole of Big Tech favors the same can-
didate, it can shift up to 15 million votes 
in November. This is more than enough to 
sway a modern election.

How is this accomplished? Put simply, 
entities such as Google, Facebook, and 
Twitter identify Truth as “fake news” and 
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When the mask drops: Too many leftists preach COVID ritual for thee, but then are caught 
violating their own prescriptions. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), pictured above, is one of 
them, having been caught on video at an airport unmasked and, apparently, unconcerned. 
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suppress it while pushing actual fake news 
to the forefront. As an example, the new 
aMeRican’S online articles are routinely 
placed lower in Google’s search results 
than our website’s size and the pieces’ 
relevancy to various search terms would 
dictate. This reduces the site’s reach. And 
if you’re beyond page three on Google, 
well, that’s Internet Siberia — a place few 
search engine users venture.

The game here is to sway the undecid-
ed voters who’ll determine the election’s 
outcome. Note that a majority of Ameri-
cans now get a good percentage of their 
news from Big Tech, and by feeding just the 
right input (misinformation) into the system 
at just the right time, GoogTwitFace can 
manipulate the output (opinion and votes).

Doing Violence to Truth-tellers  
One thing the Republicans have going 
for them November 3 is the “hidden” 
Trump vote, people who’ll cast ballots 
for the president but won’t reveal this in-
tention to pollsters or even, sometimes, 
friends and colleagues. But troubling is 
why they’re hiding: the aforementioned 
“cancel culture.”

In fairness, every time and place has had 
its social codes which, when violated, could 
bring scorn and ostracism. Being revealed 
as communist didn’t do you much good in 

1950s America, for example, and ancient 
Greek philosopher Socrates was executed 
for, the allegations went, “corrupting the 
young” and “mocking the gods” (it wasn’t 
just Christians who had “heresy” laws). But 
the problem today is that, increasingly, it’s 
not espousing vile lies, but truth (objective 
by definition), that brings consequences. 

Consider evolutionary biologist Colin 
Wright, who wrote last summer about how 
refusing to agree that there are multiple  
human sexes existing on a continuous “spec-
trum” (the “transgender” agenda) derailed 
his college-professor career path. Then, 
“NBA announcer Grant Napear was fired 
from his sports talk radio program and re-
signed as the Sacramento Kings announcer 
after tweeting ‘all lives matter,’” wrote The 
Federalist June 11. “A professor at UCLA 
was placed on leave after refusing to cancel 
a final exam following the death of George 
Floyd. A reporter in Wales was forced to 
step down as Wales Book of the Year Judge 
after complaining that 
a BLM protest violat-
ed the government’s 
social distancing 
rules,” the site con-
tinued, emphasizing 
that its examples con-
stituted only a short 
list. And professional 

“soccer player Aleksander Katai was ‘re-
leased’ by the LA Galaxy not for anything 
he wrote or said, but because his wife criti-
cized BLM on Instagram.” 

The goal here is obvious: Liars can’t 
compete directly with Truth, but they can 
prevail if their lies can’t be challenged. 
So you silence those daring to oppose you 
by doing violence to their careers, reputa-
tions, and dreams — if not to their person. 

It’s the leftist default. For, “Violence is 
the only way, of course,” as BLM sym-
pathizer Michelle Taylor put it in an Au-
gust 27 tweet. This fire-breathing radical 
is, mind you, a “frequent guest lecturer at 
prominent American universities,” related 
the College Fix September 25. But is this 
surprising? Nancy Pelosi, Mrs. “People 
will do what they do,” gave a 2014 speech 
at the University of California Berkeley 
and told graduates to “be disruptors.” Oh, 
San Fran Nan probably wasn’t thinking 
of rioting and looting, but do these oh-so-
clever establishment types know what they 
sow? Because they’re coming for you, Nan. 

In January, Project Veritas unveiled un-
dercover video from socialist senator Ber-
nie Sanders’ campaign. One staffer, Kyle 
Jurek, talked about how he wanted the 
Clintons dead via a “reign of terror.” Of the 
“billionaire class,” “media,” and “pundits,” 
he said, “light them on fire in the streets.” 

“Liberals,” he explained, “get the 
f*****g wall first.” I don’t think he meant 
Trump’s wall, either. 

It all brings to mind John F. Ken-
nedy’s line (I’m paraphrasing), “Those 
who foolishly seek power by riding the 
back of a tiger end up in its belly.” For 
another thread running through leftist 
movements, from Versailles to Venezuela, 
Cuba to Cambodia, is that they ever have 
their useful idiots. Of course, such people 
always think they’re useful but not idiots; 
Machiavellians, not the manipulated. And 
only by learning the hard way do they dis-
cover who really is the tiger — and who 
is the meal. n
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Authoring anarchy: Fomenting and facilitating, leftist state and local governments’ wink-and-nod 
encouragement of rioters makes them complicit in the revolution. When you allow the burning of 
even police stations, as shown above, the message is: “Nothing is off limits.”
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by Emma Freire

This year, the phrase “defund the police” 
became a rallying cry. Activist progres-
sives capitalized on public outrage over 

the death of George Floyd in police custody in 
Minneapolis and racked up substantial wins. 
Liberal politicians in cities across America — 
from New York to Los Angeles — imposed 
deep budget cuts on their police departments, 
called defunding. The phrase “defund the po-
lice” can mean very different things depending 
on which activist progressive you talk to. But 
this much is certain: Police departments will 
not be able to do the important job of protect-
ing law-abiding Americans if this movement 
continues to gain ground.

Minneapolis went further than anywhere else 
by voting to disband its police department al-
together. 

The city established a commission to study 
the issue and propose an alternative. However, 
a spike in crime in Minneapolis after the initial 
riots is likely to ensure the police department’s 
continued existence, albeit in a diminished 
form. “The police department in Minneapolis 
will probably remain the same, but they will re-
name it something like ‘crisis and public safety 

advocates’ and hire more mental health 
professionals,” says Nick Bieter, a life-
long resident of Minnesota, “I’m not 
sure there is long-term stomach to get 
rid of the police in any substantive 
way.”  

However, the Minneapolis police 
department will be far less effective 
because officer morale has been so 
deeply depressed. “If it is such a thank-
less job, I don’t see anyone wanting to 
do it,” says Bieter. 

Unfortunately, the same thing could 
be said of police departments across 
America. Police officers are violently 
attacked. Police chiefs are harassed at 
their homes. Elected officials vilify 
the police in public and order them 
to “stand down” during rioting and 

looting. This, coupled with the budget 
cuts, will have the effect of crippling 
local police departments. 

Law-abiding Americans are not 
going to sit around while far-left 
groups engage in riots, looting, van-
dalism, and violence. The New York 
Times reported in August that mov-
ing companies in New York City are 
turning away customers because so 
many residents are fleeing. Ameri-
cans are also buying guns to defend 
themselves. The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation reported that from 
January through July 2020, more than 
12 million background checks for the 
purchase of firearms were processed. 
That is an increase of 71 percent from 
the same period a year earlier.

With the political Left calling for 
defunding police to the point 

of making them ineffective, 
we examine places where the 

police have been neutered: 
Brazil and South Africa.

What Life Is Like

POLICE

WITHOUT  POLICE

Emma Freire is an American freelance writer currently liv-
ing in São Paulo, Brazil.
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Hating cops: The phrase “defund the police” became a rallying cry this year, but it can 
mean very different things depending on which activist progressive you talk to. It can 
mean disbanding police or diverting funds. Either way, it means fewer police.

17Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today!



Americans are also likely to start relying 
on private security firms as a partial sub-
stitute for the protection their local police 
departments used to provide. This is al-
ready happening in places such as Seattle, 
where far-left groups essentially kicked 
out the police and briefly established a six-
block autonomous zone called the Capitol 
Hill Occupied Protest, or CHOP. Accord-
ing to the Seattle Times, businesses located 
around CHOP turned to private security 
for protection from looting.

In Detroit, private security has been a 
booming business for years. According 
to a report in Vice in 2019, Securitas, De-
troit’s largest private-security firm, has re-
ported 25-percent year-over-year growth 
since the city filed for bankruptcy in 2013.

In some foreign countries, private se-
curity is already a fact of life for middle-
class citizens. South Africa and Brazil are 
good examples of this. Crime rates are as-
tronomical, and the local police fail miser-
ably at protecting the public. As a result, 
private security firms have stepped in to 
offer their services at affordable rates. 

In America, private security is still usu-
ally perceived as a service for the wealthy. 

However, if police departments continue 
to be defunded and demoralized, it will be-
come more common among middle-class 
Americans as well. Private security firms 
will see opportunities in the market and 
offer lower-cost options. South Africa and 
Brazil give Americans a glimpse of the fu-
ture we can expect if progressive activists 
get their way. 

I am an American who lived in South 
Africa between 2015 and 2017. Today, I 
live in Brazil with my husband and our 
three children. The thought of life without 
a well-functioning local police department 
is frightening to most Americans — and 
rightfully so. But it is amazing to me how 
quickly I got used to living in high-crime, 
low-police countries.

I grew up in a very safe neighborhood 
in northern Virginia where houses didn’t 
have fences, and basic security was taken 
for granted. When I first moved to South 
Africa, I was horrified by the big electric 
fence around our new apartment complex. 
However, soon enough, all the fences, 
CCTV, and guards started to feel normal. 
Planning my schedule so I would never be 
out late became second nature. 

Americans should not assume we would 
never tolerate the extreme levels of crime 
seen in Brazil and South Africa. The un-
thinkable can become your normal way 
of life much faster than you might expect. 

South Africa
South Africa has one of the highest crime 
rates in the world, with an average of 58 
people murdered every day. “In South Af-
rica, you never truly relax. In the evening, 
you lock all the windows and doors,” says 
Michael Heyns, the vice-rector of a private 
college in Pretoria, South Africa.

“There is a complete culture of law-
lessness,” says Guido Urlings of Afri-
Forum, a civil rights organization that 
focuses on Afrikaners, a white subgroup 
in South Africa. “People are convinced 
that if they commit a crime there is no 
chance the police might catch them. The 
police don’t even have enough vehicles 
to drive in.”

South Africa has a national police force. 
But it is so underfunded as to be essen-
tially non-existent. “The ANC [South Af-
rica’s ruling party] has to juggle very little 
tax money. They have been reducing po-
lice funding for years,” says Urlings. This 
trend is not likely to be reversed anytime 
soon since South Africa’s already weak 
economy was further devastated by one 
of the strictest COVID-19 lockdowns in 
the world. 

The police are not only underfunded but 
also incompetent. For example, in 2018, 
their cybercrime unit dropped hundreds of 
investigations because they had forgotten 
to pay for licenses for relevant software. 

“You are always a bit scared when the 
police are close, even the traffic police,” 
says Anneke van der Walt, a stay-at-home 
mother in Potchefstroom, South Africa. 
“They don’t have good training. They 
lack education. They don’t know what 
they should do.”

Van der Walt says that if her home were 
to be burgled, she would call the police 
but wouldn’t expect any outcome. “They 
take fingerprints and then you never hear 
from them again,” she says.

The police are also corrupt. According 
to Urlings, “The police are considered the 
most corrupt organization of state by the 
public.” Heyns concurs, “People say that 
if a police officer asks you for your driv-
er’s license, you should offer it to them 

AP
 Im

ag
es

When politicans don’t let police protect people: Americans are buying guns to defend 
themselves. From January through July 2020, more than 12 million background checks for the 
purchase of firearms were processed. 
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together with 100 Rand [South Africa’s 
currency]. That is the expectation.”

The South African government makes it 
difficult for law-abiding citizens to protect 
themselves. The laws for purchasing guns 
are stringent, but so are the laws for using 
them. In America, we see how Mark and 
Patricia McCloskey of St. Louis are fac-
ing charges because they held their guns 
at the ready after rioters broke in to their 
private property. Those types of charges 
have been common practice in South Af-
rica for some time. 

White South African farmers are fre-
quently attacked or murdered, but when 
they defend themselves, they land in legal 
hot water. “If you act in self defense, there 
will be a huge judicial investigation,” says 
Urlings. “The farmer is usually accused of 
behaving badly. They are accused of being 
‘cowboys’ who shoot innocent people. A 
person must really be inside your house 
threatening you with a gun or knife before 
you can shoot them.”

The high rate of crime combined with 
the obstacles to legal gun ownership have 
created massive demand for private secu-
rity. An article in the European Journal 
on Criminal Policy and Research called 
South Africa the world’s “absolute cham-
pion” for private security. 

South Africans who employ private 
security typically pay a monthly fee that 
can be as low as 200 rand (12 U.S. dol-

lars) a month. Firms offer a wide variety 
of services. An alarm system with a panic 
button is usually the minimum. If a client 
suspects a burglar, he can call his private 
security firm and a highly trained armed 
response team will arrive within minutes. 
“Private security gives people the ease of 
mind that someone will show up when 
they call,” says Urlings.

Van der Walt says her neighborhood 
pools money to pay for CCTV and patrol 
cars. They even have a joint Whatsapp 
group with the private security firm they 
employ. Recently, the group was swapping 
messages about an event nearby that vio-
lated noise ordinances. The private secu-
rity firm dispatched agents to deal with it.

This is an example of private security 
providing services that go beyond basic 
protection of clients. In South Africa, pri-
vate security has become the face of law 
and order. Agents regularly intervene in 
situations they encounter in the streets 
even though no clients may be involved. 
People call on private security whenever 
they need assistance. For example, Tessa 
Diphoorn, an academic at Utrecht Uni-
versity in the Netherlands, wrote in the 
British Journal of Criminology about a 
situation she witnessed during a ride-along 
with private security in South Africa. A 
man flagged them down by the roadside, 
saying he had just witnessed a car being 
stolen. He hopped into the back seat and 

they pursued the stolen vehicle. After they 
failed to catch up to it, they gave the man 
a lift back to his workplace. 

Private security firms offer excellent 
service where they can — but their pow-
ers are limited. “They can arrest a person 
who is caught in the middle of committing 
a crime. But then they still have to wait for 
the police to arrive,” says Urlings. Only 
the police can file charges. They have a 
monopoly on the gateway to the criminal 
justice system. Thus, ultimately, private 
security is only a Band-Aid on South Af-
rica’s huge crime problem. 

Heyns has a warning about the corro-
sive effect incompetent policing has had 
on South African culture. “It increases 
racism in this country,” he says. “People 
stereotype each other. White people have 
a stereotype that people of darker skin are 
not to be trusted. If there were better polic-
ing, people would trust each other more. 
In America, people want to defund the 
police because of racism, but I believe it 
will have the opposite effect. Racism will 
increase because people will distrust each 
other more based on skin color.”

Brazil 
Brazil also has astronomical crime rates. 
In 2018, there were 57,956 reported hom-
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Pay to not be killed: South Africa’s high rate 
of crime, combined with the obstacles to legal 
gun ownership, have created massive demand 
for private security. 
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icides in a country of around 210 million 
people. By contrast, America, with a 
much larger population, had 16,214 re-
ported murders in the same year. 

And sadly, the 2018 figure represents 
an improvement for Brazil. Previous 
years had seen even higher murder rates. 
Police are woefully incompetent at deal-
ing with such extreme levels of violence 
and criminality. The University of São 
Paulo recently took a sample of 1,195 vi-
olent death cases in Brazil and found that 
48 percent of them were still being inves-
tigated after two years. “I don’t feel 100 
percent safe even though I live in one of 
the richest neighborhoods in São Paulo,” 
says Allan Antonio, a lawyer.

Brazil has several different police 
forces that perform different functions.  
The Federal Police force are reasonably 
competent at tackling white-collar crime. 
They were behind the massive corruption 
investigation known as Lava Jato (Op-
eration Car Wash) that sent Brazil’s for-
mer president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
to prison. The Federal Police are less 
corrupt than Brazil’s other police forces, 
though that may not be saying much.

Some police forces are truly local, 
both at the state and city level, and there 
have been instances of governors order-
ing their state police forces to defy to 
edicts from the national government, 
but corruption is deeply embedded into 

Brazil’s police forces. According to 
Transparency International’s Global 
Corruption Barometer, the percentage 
of people in Brazil who believe most or 
all members of the police are involved 
in corruption went up from 31 percent in 
2017 to 39 percent in 2019. Brazil’s traf-
fic police are seen as particularly corrupt. 
“When you are driving in your car and 
they pull you over, it is common to bribe 
the police. In the conversation you will 
understand what the person wants,” says 
Bruna Shimabuko, an English teacher 
in São Paulo. Bribes are convenient for 
both sides. The driver is spared a larger 
fee and the possible impoundment of his 
car. The police officer is spared a great 
deal of paperwork. “Everyone is happy if 
you pay a bribe,” says Shimabuko.

The low salaries paid to police officers 
are one of the biggest drivers of corrup-
tion. Police engage in corruption to make 
ends meet. “The vast majority of cops are 
involved in crime — like taking bribes. 
They are not paid well so they feel com-
pelled to be corrupt, and they can’t work 
right in an institutionally corrupt frame-
work,” says Antonio. 

Brazil’s dysfunctional political institu-
tions and frequent financial crises make it 
difficult to remedy even the fairly simple 
issue of insufficient pay. Police in Brazil 
are civil servants. Thus, if the Brazilian 
government wanted to raise their salaries, 
they would be legally required to raise 
salaries for many other types of civil ser-
vants as well. 

Right-wing President Jair Bolsonaro 
won election in 2018 in part because of 
his tough stance on crime. On the cam-
paign trail, he often said, “A good crimi-
nal is a dead criminal.” However, he has 
done little to crack down on police corrup-
tion. There are political obstacles to this, 
but Bolsonaro also does not want to risk 
alienating the police officers who voted 
for him. “The police and military are his 
voting base so he is unlikely to reform 
them,” says Antonio. 

Brazilian police are ineffective at stop-
ping crime, but at the same time they are 
extremely violent. Brazilian police killed 
5,804 people in 2019, mainly in the 
course of skirmishes with drug gangs in 
favelas (Brazilian ghettos). By contrast, 
American police killed 1,146 in the same 
year. Activist progressives who paint 

Heyns has a warning about the corrosive effect 
incompetent policing has had on South African culture. 
“It increases racism in this country,” he says. “People 
stereotype each other.”
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Violence begets violence: Brazilian police are ineffective at curbing the country’s sky-high rates 
of crime, and at the same time they are extremely violent.
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America’s police as recklessly violent 
ought to give some consideration to the 
contrast. 

Brazil’s police are occasionally capa-
ble of protecting the law-abiding public 
— but it may require someone powerful 
to pull some strings. Josue Freire, my 
father-in-law, who lives in Belo Hori-
zonte, Brazil, says that several years ago, 
a gang from another city started robbing 
houses in his neighborhood on a nightly 
basis. The police did nothing — until the 
gang robbed the home of the girlfriend of 
a high-ranking government official. Then 
the police got involved and the nightly 
robberies came to an end. “They need 
pressure from someone high up to take 
action,” says Freire.

In Brazil, the gun laws are even stricter 
than those in South Africa. President Bol-
sonaro has succeeded in loosening them a 
little, but the laws are still prohibitive for 
most people. “It’s extremely bureaucratic. 
The red tape is enormous. It is much eas-
ier and cheaper to buy a gun on the black 
market,” says Natan Cerqueira, a financial 
manager in Fortaleza, Brazil.

Cerqueira also says legal gun owners 
are treated with suspicion by the police. 
“Criminals use war-quality guns. They 
can bring down police helicopters. You 
might have a little .38 caliber. But the 
police will come knock on your door and 

say, ‘You are the only person here with a 
gun. Where were you when this shooting 
happened?’” he says.

Brazilians are left with no choice but to 
pay for private security to protect them-
selves, their families, and their property. 
In Brazil, private security is less visible in 
public life than in South Africa, but that 
does not make it any less critical. 

The market has adapted in response to 
the massive demand. “In Brazil, there are 
options for all tiers of budgets,” says Cer-
queira. “We have 24-hour-surveillance, 
an electric fence, and high walls. That is 
pretty much the norm around here. If you 
can’t afford an electric fence, you break 
bottles and then cement the glass bits to 
the top of your fence so that anyone who 
tries to climb will hurt their hand.”

Antonio’s house has an electric fence. 
Next to that, he says, “all the people who 
live in the street cooperate to pay a vigi-
lante. That’s a guy who rides a motor-
cycle up and down the street. He blows 
a whistle to let you know he is there and 
keeps an eye on things.” Antonio would 
prefer to hire more security, but he can-
not afford it.

Shimabuko also joins the other houses 
in her neighborhood to pay a guard to pa-
trol via car or motorcycle. “In college, I 
got home very late, like around midnight 
or later, so my mom told him to be aware 

of the time.” The guard checked to make 
sure she entered the house safely each 
night.

America
Private security firms enable middle-class 
citizens in Brazil and South Africa to live 
a semblance of a normal life. Some protec-
tion is better than no protection at all.

A well-functioning police force would 
be vastly preferable, not least because of 
the cost. In South Africa and Brazil, citi-
zens pay for their protection twice. Once 
in the form of taxes for police who do not 
protect them and then again for private 
security that does. A similar situation is 
likely to eventuate in America. The pro-
gressive activists who want to defund the 
police are certainly not proposing return-
ing police budgets to taxpayers. Rather, 
they see those budgets as piggy banks 
to raid for their own pet causes. In New 
York City, Mayor Bill de Blasio is cut-
ting $1 billion from the NYPD’s $6 bil-
lion budget and redirecting the money to 
things such as youth summer programs 
and public housing.

In the meantime, crime is rising in 
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A tried-and-failed plan: New York Mayor Bill 
de Blasio cut $1 billion from the NYPD’s $6 
billion budget and redirected the money to 
things such as youth summer programs and 
public housing.
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American cities, thus spreading anarchy. 
In the July 6, 2020 print edition of the 
new aMeRican, C. Mitchell Shaw wrote: 
“Anarchy, after all, is never a permanent 
situation. It is a transition phase from the 
old order to the new (and planned) order. 
That new (and planned) order will mean 
national or — even worse — international 
control over America’s cities.”

The far Left wants to use this anarchy 
to establish a federal police force, and 
they are not subtle about how they in-
tend to accomplish their aim. While the 
trappings of local police departments 
will likely be retained, these depart-
ments will take directions from the fed-
eral government, via measures such as 
“consent decrees.”  

Consent decrees are agreements 
between the federal government and 
a local police department that are en-
forced by a federal court. They were in-
vented in the wake of the Los Angeles 
riots in 1991, when Congress gave the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) author-
ity to investigate state and local law 
enforcement for racism. 

Consent decrees cripple police officers 
in their efforts to protect law-abiding citi-
zens. After the DOJ found the Baltimore 
police to be racist, the City of Baltimore 
accepted a 227-page consent decree that 
affects nearly every aspect of police work. 
Heather Mac Donald wrote in City Jour-
nal that consent decrees “cost police de-
partments millions of dollars to implement 
and take dozens of officers off the street 
to fill out reams of paperwork within rigid 
deadlines.” 

Former Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions drastically curtailed consent de-
crees in 2018, arguing that they take 
“decisions, and the accountability for 
them, away from the people’s elected 
representatives.” Under President Don-
ald Trump, the DOJ has not imposed a 
single consent decree. However, under 
President Obama, the DOJ opened 25 
investigations into law-enforcement 
agencies and imposed 14 consent  
decrees.

In a Biden-Harris administration, con-
sent decrees are likely to make a major 
comeback. Activist progressives will use 

their claims that the police are systemi-
cally racist to force the DOJ to open more 
investigations into state and local law-en-
forcement agencies, with the goal of turn-
ing them into agents of a de facto federal 
police force.

If consent decrees fail to get the job 
done, legislation is also an option. In June, 
a group of 400 progressive organizations, 
led by the Leadership Conference on Civil 
and Human Rights, which receives fund-
ing from George Soros, sent a letter to 
congressional leaders asking them to im-
pose heavy regulations on police officers. 
The letter argues this is needed “to swiftly 
rectify the legacy of white supremacy and 
anti-black racism that has led to police 
violence against Black people across our 
country.”

In the meantime, crime rates will con-
tinue to rise, and more Americans will 
pay for private security to protect their 
families, homes, and businesses. This may 
solve the immediate crisis. However, as 
South Africa and Brazil illustrate, private 
security is only a Band-Aid on a much 
deeper problem. n
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by Alex Newman

Lies by the New York Times in the late 1950s were crucial to en-
slaving the nation of Cuba under mass-murdering dictator Fidel 
Castro, who was portrayed by the paper as an anti-communist 

“freedom fighter.” Before that, Pulitzer Prize-winning lies by the New 
York Times were crucial in helping mass-murdering dictator Joseph Stalin 
conceal his genocide-by-starvation perpetrated against Ukraine. And now, 

The 1619 Project, being adopted by schools 
nationwide, claims that the country’s entire 

history is based on slavery. It’s so wrong even 
leftist professors are tearing it apart. 

The Hate-America “1619 Project”

Alex Newman is senior editor of the new aMeRican, an educator, and the co-author (with 
the late Sam Blumenfeld) of the book Crimes of the Educators: How Utopians Are Using 
Government Schools to Destroy America’s Children.

FED TO KIDS
it seems, the far-left newspaper and the forces behind it 
hope that lies about America in the “1619 Project” will 
destroy the freest and most prosperous nation in human 
history. Fortunately, the lies were caught early, and they 
are now sparking outrage and scrutiny nationwide.

The central element of the 1619 Project is the claim 
that “anti-black racism,” slavery, systemic oppression, 
and other evils are embedded “in the very DNA” of 
America. Of course, if America’s very DNA is evil, 
there can be no change in policy and no possible trans-
formation that would make the nation redeemable. In 
short, under the view put forth by the Times and its proj-
ect, the only possible conclusion is that America must 
die so that something new can replace it. That is the 
objective. The free market system is painted as respon-
sible for slavery, too. Because the narrative is based on 
easily disproven lies, though, a simple dose of truth can 
neutralize the poison — and that is already happening.

But the threat remains. In thousands of government 
schools all across America, including some of the larg-
est districts, children are being force-fed the Times’ bla-
tantly false historical narrative about the United States 
— a history so phony that even left-wing historians have 
debunked it as ridiculous. While the fake history in the 
“1619 Project” has been widely ridiculed and totally 
discredited by virtually every scholar who has exam-
ined it, including those hired by the Times, the lies are 
being openly pumped into the minds of millions of cap-
tive children across the nation. More jurisdictions are 
jumping on the bandwagon. If left unchallenged, the 
consequences of these pernicious lies being taught to 
ignorant and impressionable young Americans will be 
devastating.

Fortunately for America, however, the entire scan-
dal surrounding the fake history is causing parents and 
taxpayers everywhere — and even the president of the 
United States — to take a much closer look at what 
is being taught more broadly in government schools. 
Already, Trump threatened to withhold federal funding 
from public schools that teach it, sparking a national 
conversation. And he identified indoctrination in pub-
lic schools as the reason for the mayhem in the streets. 
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Fraud taken seriously: 1619 Project creator Nikole Hannah-Jones, who has previously published 
vitriolic racism against “whites,” won a Pulitzer Prize for her fake history of America.

As parents realize that their children are 
being strategically brainwashed with fake 
history as part of a plot by powerful forces 
to destroy America and her liberties, the 
repercussions and the coming backlash are 
likely to be even more profound.

The 1619 Project narrative, mostly in-
vented by Times “journalist” Nikole Han-
nah-Jones and a kook historian she par-
rots, flips reality completely on its head. 
America was founded on the idea that all 
men are created equal, a principle that led 
to it becoming one of the first societies in 
all of human history to abolish slavery. 
But instead, the United States is portrayed 
as a uniquely evil nation. In fact, under the 
false history of the 1619 Project, America 
is defined almost exclusively by its tem-
porary tolerance of an institution that has 

been ubiquitous literally since the dawn 
of humanity: slavery. Instead of celebrat-
ing America’s incredible history of human 
progress and expanded respect for God-
given liberties, the racist project erases it 
and replaces it with a deadly fraud.

The project originally began as a se-
ries of essays published in the summer of 
2019 in the far-left and increasingly racist 
New York Times. The initiation date was 
chosen to mark the 400th anniversary of 
the arrival in Virginia of black indentured 
servants (not slaves, the Times’ fake his-
tory notwithstanding) from Africa who 
had been kidnapped by Imbangala war-
lords in modern-day Angola. Once in 
Virginia, they joined indentured servants 
from Europe brought over by the Virginia 
Company. The Times makes no reference 

to these facts, falsely referring to the Af-
ricans as “slaves.”

The Times also makes no reference to 
the fact that one of America’s first mili-
tary engagements as a new nation was to 
battle African slave catchers who were 
capturing and enslaving Europeans and 
Americans on the high seas. Nor does the 
Times mention slave ownership by the free 
Americans of African descent, such as 
Anthony Johnson, who arrived in Virginia 
in 1621 as an indentured servant. He be-
came the colony’s first legal slave owner 
after a lawsuit in which a court ruled he 
could keep his servant in servitude for life. 
Johnson also owned rights to a number of 
European indentured servants, which the 
Times again conveniently omits.

According to the paper, the 1619 Proj-
ect was supposed to “reframe the coun-
try’s history by placing the consequences 
of slavery and the contributions of black 
Americans at the very center of [the Unit-
ed States’] national narrative.” Everything 
including road traffic in Atlanta was sup-
posedly caused by this slavery and racism. 
And yet instead of “reframing,” the proj-
ect rewrites history, using lies and decep-
tion. In essence, it is an elegant regurgita-
tion of the debunked ramblings of fringe 
University of Houston “historian” Gerald 
Horne, a proud supporter of genocidal 
Marxist mass murderer Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe, who murdered more Africans 
during his barbarous reign than all living 
white Americans (excluding abortionists) 
combined.

Even the first sentence of the headline 
of the first essay in the project contains 
multiple factual errors: “Our democracy’s 
founding ideals were false when they 
were written,” it says. Of course, America 
is not and never has been a democracy. If 
Hannah-Jones had bothered studying any 
American history, she could have read 
The Federalist, No. 10, by James Madi-
son, the Father of the Constitution (and an 
enemy of slavery), to understand why he 
rejected democracy as a terrible form of 
government, and chose to create a repub-
lic instead. Instead, the project blasts the 
“decidedly undemocratic Constitution,” 
as if that were a bad thing. Also, claiming 
that America’s founding ideals are false 
implies that all men are not created equal, 
a self-evidently racist statement.

The second sentence of the 1619 Proj-

In short, under the view put forth by the Times and its 
project, the only possible conclusion is that America must 
die so that something new can replace it. That is the 
objective.
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ect’s opening essay title is deceptive, too. 
“Black Americans have fought to make 
them true.” Of course, Americans of all 
skin tones struggled in the fight, with hun-
dreds of thousands of European-descent 
Americans dying in the Civil War that 
freed the slaves in the South. Instead of 
recognizing that, the racist project demon-
izes “white Americans” for their supposed 
collective “sin” of slavery, while falsely 
suggesting that black Americans have 
been left on their own to struggle for free-
dom against evil “white Americans.”

Everything was going great for the 
Times’ false narrative, for a while. Cop-
ies of the issue were flying off the news-
stands. A podcast and a school curriculum 
were launched to spread the propaganda 
further. Times writer Hannah-Jones, the 
creator of the project, even joined the pa-
per’s disgraced Soviet propagandist Wal-
ter Duranty, who covered up a genocide 
for Stalin, in getting a Pulitzer Prize for 
publishing lies. Apparently peddling obvi-
ous and deadly communist propaganda for 
the Times has its benefits!

But then, actual historians from across 
the political spectrum took a look. The 

whole narrative promptly crumbled. In a 
letter to the Times, a coalition of histori-
ans specializing in U.S. history, U.S. in-
dependence, and the Civil War demanded 
“prominent corrections” of “all the er-
rors and distortions” contained in the 
1619 Project. “These errors, which con-
cern major events, cannot be described 
as interpretation or ‘framing,’” wrote the 
group brought together by Princeton his-
torian Sean Wilentz, which included lead-
ing historians such as James McPherson, 
Gordon Wood, James Oakes, and Lincoln 
Richard Carwardine. “They are matters 
of verifiable fact, which are the founda-
tion of both honest scholarship and honest 
journalism.”

The enormity of the errors and the 
subsequent refusal to correct the record 
“suggest a displacement of historical 
understanding by ideology,” the histo-
rians continued. Indeed, even the most 
important points in the narrative are bla-
tantly false, with no historical evidence 
to support them. The central narrative is 
that practically everything in American 
history, including the decision to declare 
independence, revolved around slavery. 

But that is so obviously phony, historians 
could not identify even a single piece of 
anecdotal evidence to support the charges.

“I don’t know of any colonist who said 
that they wanted independence in order to 
preserve their slaves,” explained Ameri-
can Revolution historian Gordon Wood, 
one of the innumerable critics and debunk-
ers of the Times’ propaganda, calling the 
narrative “so wrong in so many ways.” 
McPherson, dubbed “dean of Civil War 
historians” by the Wall Street Journal, 
blasted the Times for peddling an “unbal-
anced, one-sided account” that “left most 
of the history out.” And that is just the 
mild criticism from liberals. Conserva-
tives largely blasted it as racist, pseudo-
historical propaganda, with one critic even 
referring to it as neo-confederate drivel.

Even the radical Left could not provide 
cover for the enormity of the errors. The 
World Socialist website, which pointed 
out that virtually no black sources (in-
cluding Frederick Douglass) were used 
for the 1619 Project, interviewed, among 
other historians, Oxford historian Richard 
Carwardine, a recognized scholar on U.S. 
history. He exposed what he described as 
the “one-sided” narrative. “I am troubled 
that this is designed to make its way into 
classrooms as the true story of the United 
States, because, as I say, it is so partial,” 
he said, blasting as “preposterous” the pri-
mary thesis of the 1619 Project. “It is also 
wrong in some fundamentals.”

Carwardine also noted that the drive for 
immediate abolition of slavery owed much 
to “evangelical Protestant fervor,” and 
that the movement was “largely white,” 
discrediting another central element of the 
project. “This urgent thrust towards imme-
diate emancipation surely poses a problem 
for those who see racial hostility as the 
ineradicable DNA of white America,” the 
Oxford historian of America continued, 
adding that many white Christians were 
killed and were prepared to be martyred 
for their biblical acknowledgment of the 
reality that dark-skinned people were cre-
ated equal and in the image of God and 
therefore should be liberated immediately.

In an interview with the far-left Atlantic 
magazine, anti-Trump activist and Prince-
ton historian Wilentz actually expressed 
sympathy and support for the goals of 
the 1619 Project, but blasted the obvious 
factual errors. “To teach children that the 
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It’s not kidding kids; it’s lies: Despite being based on blatant lies, the 1619 Project was turned 
into a school history curriculum and is being taught at government schools nationwide. 
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American Revolution was fought in part 
to secure slavery would be giving a funda-
mental misunderstanding not only of what 
the American Revolution was all about but 
what America stood for and has stood for 
since the Founding,” Wilentz explained, 
adding that opposition to slavery was a 
“very new thing in the world in the 18th 
century.” Discrediting the 1619 Project’s 
central thesis even further, Wilentz noted 
“there was more anti-slavery activity in 
the colonies than in Britain.”

Other historians were even harsher, 
pointing out the almost absurd ironies 
that pervade Hannah-Jones’ ramblings. 
Writing in City Journal, historian Allen 
Guelzo ridiculed the Times’ 1619 Project 
as a silly “conspiracy theory.” Making 
matters worse, he continued, is that the 
false conspiracy theory was concocted 
from the “chair of ultimate cultural privi-
lege in America.” “In no human society 
has an enslaved people suddenly found 
itself vaulted into positions of such privi-
lege, and with the consent — even the ap-
probation — of those who were once the 

enslavers,” continued Guelzo, mocking 
Hannah-Jones for her privilege.

Even the Times’ own fact-checker, Les-
lie Harris, blew the whistle, saying that 
her corrections were ignored and that the 
central premise of the 1619 Project was 
wrong. “Far from being fought to preserve 
slavery, the Revolutionary War became 
a primary disrupter of slavery,” she ex-
plained in Politico, adding that most of the 
13 Colonies employed black slaves in the 
Revolutionary fight with the promise of 
securing their own freedom. “Despite my 
advice, the Times published the incorrect 
statement about the American Revolution 
anyway, in Hannah-Jones’ introductory 
essay.” The paper also mischaracterized 
slavery in early America, she added.

Of course, one does not need to rely on 
modern-day historians to understand that 
Hannah-Jones could not be more wrong. 
America’s Founding Fathers left a long list 
of writings in which they denounced slav-
ery as an affront to God, human dignity, 
and liberty. Dr. John York at the Heritage 
Foundation compiled a sizable list of doc-

umented quotes proving it. “There is not 
a man living who wishes more sincerely 
than I do, to see a plan adopted for the 
abolition of [slavery],” explained George 
Washington, the father of America, in a 
1786 letter posted online from the gov-
ernment’s own archives. He eventually 
provided for his slaves to be freed and 
even cared for from his estate. Jefferson, 
Adams, Franklin, Madison, Hamilton, 
Mason, Jay, and plenty more made simi-
lar statements.

Now, in response to the outrageous 
narrative in 1619, black Americans who 
value truth are coming together behind 
the “1776 Unites” initiative as an “inspira-
tional alternative” to fight back against the 
anti-American slander sold by the Times. 
Led by Bob Woodson, the effort is deal-
ing a devastating blow to the racist agenda 
of the 1619 Project, even offering a pro-
America, pro-truth curriculum that can be 
used to teach history in high schools. The 
goal: “let millions of young people know 
about these incredible stories, African-
Americans past and present, innovative, 
inventive, who faced adversity, did not 
view themselves as victims, and chose 
pathways to be agents of their own uplift.”

“What 1619 postures is that all of the 
problems facing inner-city blacks are at-
tributed to factors that are external to 
that community,” Woodson said, blasting 
“self-flagellating guilty white people” and 
“angry, rich blacks” as the source of so 
many problems. “Explain to me how insti-
tutional racism could cause black people 
to fail in systems run by their own people. 
Tell me how that works! Nothing is more 
lethal to a people than to convey to them 
that it’s impossible for them to be agents 
of their own uplift.”

Federal officials are also fighting back. 
U.S. Senator Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) intro-
duced a bill to block federal funds to any 
schools using the 1619 propaganda, which 
he blasted as “a racially divisive, revi-
sionist account of history that denies the 
noble principles of freedom and equality 
on which our nation was founded.” Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who recently blamed 
government-school indoctrination for the 
riots in the streets, warned on Twitter that 
the U.S. Department of Education was 
exploring ways to stop federal funding to 
schools that use the propaganda.

Fortunately for history and America, 
Refusing the “victimhood” narrative: To counter the proliferation of the false 1619 anti-
American narrative, a group of prominent black Americans created the 1776 Unites program.
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exposing the indoctrination of children 
has become a high priority for the Trump 
administration and other leaders. Indeed, 
as President Trump explained in his Inde-
pendence Day speech this year at Mount 
Rushmore, the sort of dangerous propa-
ganda in the 1619 Project is responsible 
for the ongoing demolition of society. 
“The violent mayhem we have seen in 
the streets of cities that are run by liberal 
Democrats, in every case, is the predict-
able result of years of extreme indoctri-
nation and bias in education, journalism, 
and other cultural institutions,” he said. 
“Against every law of society and nature, 
our children are taught in school to hate 
their own country, and to believe that the 
men and women who built it were not he-
roes, but that they were villains.”

Talk-radio king Rush Limbaugh has 
also taken aim at the indoctrination, warn-

ing that “left-wing activists disguised as 
teachers” are “poisoning” America’s chil-
dren “with hatred and vile racism.” Last 
year, he even urged parents to get their 
children out of public schools. Respond-
ing to the LGBT “history” indoctrination 
mandates passed in New Jersey, evangeli-
cal leader Franklin Graham also warned 
parents that it was time to get their chil-
dren out of government schools.

Even left-wing historians and educa-
tors are sounding the alarm about what 
is happening in America’s classrooms. In 
his new book How to Educate a Citizen, 
professor emeritus at the University of 
Virginia E.D. Hirsch highlighted the im-
plications. “Intellectual error has become 
a threat to the well-being of the nation. 
A truly massive tragedy is building,” he 
warned, adding that public schools were 
now “diminishing our national unityand 

our basic competence.” “The culture is up 
for grabs, and elementary schools are the 
culture makers,” he continued.

“The idea that identity and ethnicity are 
inborn and indelible from birth is a false 
view that leads to group hostility,” Hirsch 
continued, calling on schools to teach true 
history and help create a united American 
culture so that children can embrace their 
identity as Americans rather than become 
competing and warring factions. “The idea 
that there can be an American culture that 
everyone joins seems to be anathema to 
some academic thinkers. But I can’t believe 
it’s anathema to any normal person in the 
country who isn’t some social theorist.”

Instead, the 1619 Project joins com-
munist propagandist Howard Zinn’s fake 
history as yet another tool for government 
schools to poison the minds of children 
and divide them from their nation and their 
incredible heritage. It also comes amid 
escalating Marxist indoctrination under 
the guise of “Black Lives Matter” propa-

Even the Times’ own fact-checker, Leslie Harris, blew the 
whistle, saying that her corrections were ignored and 
that the central premise of the 1619 Project was wrong.

AP Images

Brainwashed: Government schools all over 
the country, including in Portland (seen here), 
are encouraging children to march and protest 
against America.
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ganda, which has infiltrated government 
schools all across America. That has oc-
curred even as the founders of the move-
ment admit publicly that they are “trained 
Marxists” and that they are consulting 
with “ancestor spirits.” Combined with 
“Critical Race Theory,” “white privilege,” 
“intersectionality,” and hatred of America, 
Christianity, the nuclear family, and more, 
it is all a recipe for national and civiliza-
tional suicide.

Of course, it is true that individuals of 
African heritage have been dehumanized 
by some individuals of European heri-
tage. And there is nothing wrong with 
talking about that — in fact, it is impor-
tant and offers valuable lessons. Yet in 
the entire screed against “white Ameri-
cans” that is the opening of the 1619 
Project, Hannah-Jones never once men-
tions Charles Darwin. Darwin’s racist 
ramblings on “favoured races” included 
the idea that “the civilized races of man 
will almost certainly exterminate, and 
replace, the savage races throughout the 
world.” He also claimed that differences 
between gorillas and darker skinned peo-
ple from Africa or Australia were small, 
but that once allegedly superior Euro-
peans wiped them out, the gulf between 
humans and gorillas would be huge. His 
ideas inspired Nazism, Marxism, eugen-
ics, and many other mass-murdering 
movements. And yet Darwin is held up 
to children as a hero.

Racist Planned Parenthood founder 
Margaret Sanger, who believed in eugen-
ics to improve the human race by elimi-
nating people she considered “human 
weeds” from the gene pool, is also given 
a pass in the 1619 Project. No mention is 
made of her “Negro Project” to reduce the 
population of blacks. Today, the institu-
tion she created has slaughtered millions 
of black babies, and the death toll contin-
ues to grow daily. Nor are Times readers 
informed about her frequent appeals to the 
KKK and other white supremacist groups 
in the quest to reduce minority numbers. 
In other words, the fake anti-racist propa-
ganda peddled by the Times ignores the 
real racists while demonizing those who 
laid the foundation for equality and liberty 
worldwide.

Ironically, the real racism of today 
is oozing out of the Times. In 2018, for 
instance, the paper hired virulent racist 

Sarah Jeong to serve on its editorial board. 
Among other outrages, Jeong admitted it 
was “kind of sick how much joy I get out 
of being cruel to old white men.” She also 
argued that “white people” are “only fit 
to live underground like groveling gob-
lins.” The raw, seething hatred shocked 
America, but the Times saw no problem 
with it. The paper has also been described 
by one of its former reporters as the es-
tablishment’s propaganda “megaphone” 
to sell foreign wars to Americans, primar-
ily against “black” and “brown” people. 
Another liberal editor recently left, too, 
blasting her former employer for hostility 
to truth and honesty.

Hannah-Jones has been exposed as a 
virulent racist herself. In a letter to the 
editor published in 1995, she described 
whites as “savages” and “bloodsuckers,” 
adding that “the white race is the biggest 
murderer, rapist, pillager, and thief of 
the modern world.” Claiming Columbus 
was no different from Hitler, she said the 
collective crimes of “Europeans” were 
“unnecessarily cruel and can only be de-
scribed as acts of the devil.” Of course, 
holding an entire “race” responsible for 
the real and imagined crimes of some in-

dividuals who share the same skin tone is 
the very essence of racism.

Also ironically, many of the claims 
made by Hannah-Jones are exactly the 
same as those made by supporters of slav-
ery such as John Calhoun. For instance, the 
1619 Project falsely argues that the state-
ment in the Declaration of Independence 
“all men are created equal” only applied 
to those of European ancestry. This is lit-
erally the exact same claim made by Cal-
houn. And yet, even the briefest review of 
the Founding Fathers’ writings shows that 
it is false. All Hannah-Jones has been able 
to do is hurl silly accusations of “racism” 
and being “white” at her critics. Though a 
minor correction was grudgingly made by 
the Times as an “update,” the grotesque ar-
guments used by defenders of slavery are 
still being peddled to children and adults.

Hannah-Jones also fails to mention 
several indisputable facts that complete-
ly contradict her racism narrative. For 
instance, immigrants to America from 
Nigeria tend to do better than Europe-
an-descent Americans born in America, 
according to a study by the Migration 
Policy Institute. How could this be pos-
sible if America is a white supremacist 

facebook/SarahJeong

An anti-white racist: The Times hires vulgar racists such as Sarah Jeong, who gets “joy” from 
“being cruel to old white men” and thinks whites must “live underground like groveling goblins.”   
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society designed to keep blacks down, 
where “anti-black racism” is in the na-
tion’s “very DNA”? Nor does Hannah-
Jones reveal that there are more black 
people today in America who immigrat-
ed voluntarily than were brought over as 
slaves after being purchased from other 
Africans. Why does she not mention 
those facts? Because it would discredit 
the entire premise of the 1619 Project, of 
course.

For her dishonesty, Hannah-Jones re-
ceived a Pulitzer Prize. But this is not the 
first time such a travesty has happened. 
Times Moscow correspondent Walter 
Duranty parroted Stalin’s obviously false 
propaganda to American audiences, even 
hiding the Soviet genocide in Ukraine 
that starved an estimated 10 million peo-
ple to death. In 1933, he quipped about 
the ghoulish extermination, which he 
continued to deny, that “you can’t make 
an omelet without breaking eggs.” For 
those lies, he, too, received a Pulitzer. 
More recently, Times propagandist Her-
bert Matthews convinced Americans that 
Castro was the “George Washington” of 
Cuba, even as sensible Americans and 
even the U.S. ambassador to Havana 

were warning that he was a communist. 
That deception resulted in Cuba being 
enslaved unto this day.

The reality of America is practically the 
opposite of the depiction created by the 
Times and Hannah-Jones. True history re-
veals that America is a unique and special 
nation in world history, among the first 
to be founded on biblical principles. This 
solid foundation would lead directly to the 
creation of the first major self-governing, 
godly republic since ancient Israel. And 
eventually, this amazing heritage would 
lead to the ending of legal slavery less than 
a century after independence. Ultimately, 
the then-revolutionary ideas America’s 
Founding Fathers enshrined in the Decla-
ration of Independence — the “self-evi-
dent” truth that “all men are created equal” 
— would spread liberty worldwide.

Like virtually every society throughout 
all of human history, it is true that some 
Americans originally tolerated slavery. 
However, it was because of America’s 
unique and incredible founding and the 
biblical principles and worldview upon 
which it was founded that the ubiquitous 
scourge of slavery was practically eradi-
cated from the face of the Earth. That 

process began in the Christian West and 
then slowly spread around the globe. It 
took until 2007 for some African nations 
to criminalize slavery, and the institution 
is still widely practiced on the continent. 
But thanks to the example set by Western 
Christians, it is slowly dying.

The 1619 Project, then, represents 
a case study in flipping history upside 
down for Marxist purposes. As George 
Orwell explained, those who control the 
past through the teaching of history in 
the present will control the future. The 
goal of those behind the Times’ decep-
tion is to destroy America and everything 
it represents — especially human liber-
ty. After all, racism is supposedly in the 
“DNA” of the nation. It is bad enough 
that paying adults are swallowing this lu-
dicrous propaganda. To teach this hatred 
and false history to children should be 
viewed as a crime. It must be opposed. 
And after the 1619 Project is removed, 
a full-scale investigation into the poison 
being fed to children nationwide should 
ensue. America’s survival depends on 
getting history right. n

USCapitol

Emancipation was a Christian movement: 
Despite 1619’s effort to “reframe” American 
history with lies, the truth is that the Christian 
principles enshrined by America’s Founders 
ended slavery.
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by William F. Jasper

Deep State: The Invisible Government 
Behind the Scenes, by Alex Newman, 
Appleton, Wis.: Western Islands, 2020, 221 
pages, paperback (to order, see page 39).

In Alex Newman, truth and liberty have 
a fearless, tireless advocate. And just as 
importantly, their advocate possesses a 

brilliant mind, a stout heart, a true moral 
compass, and writing talent to boot. His 
new book, Deep State: The Invisible Gov-
ernment Behind the Scenes, is the must-read 
book for our chaotic times. For everyone 
trying to make sense of the confusion, vio-
lence, and mayhem that threaten to destroy 
our civilization (and are perilously close to 
doing so), and for every patriot searching 
for “what to do about it” answers, New-
man’s Deep State is the essential guide.  

Newman has shown that he is not only a 

top-flight investigative reporter, but a non-
stop dynamo of thought, word, and action, 
as well, producing a profusion of percep-
tive articles, video commentaries, radio and 
television interviews, speaking tours, and 
more. As foreign correspondent (and now 
a senior editor) for the new aMeRican, 
Newman has covered important global 
conferences around the world, including 
especially a number of United Nations 
summits promoting the global-warming 
hoax, which threatens to extinguish liberty 
for every person on this planet. Almost 
single-handedly he exposed, in a series of 
articles, the effort to place Bulgarian com-
munist Irina Bokova, the former director-
general of UNESCO from 2009–2017, as 
secretary-general of the United Nations. 
And years before the UN’s World Health 
Organization (WHO) launched the 2020 
COVID-19 “pandemic” hysteria (too 
strong a word? — read the relevant chapter 
in Deep State), Newman was warning that 
WHO’s top leaders were in bed with China, 
Russia, Cuba, and other dictatorships. 

In Deep State, Alex Newman delivers a 
tremendous volley in the fight for freedom. 
And it is a very timely volley, indeed, for, 
as millions of Americans are belatedly real-
izing, we are in a most desperate hour, very 
likely the most desperate hour of our na-
tion’s existence. Only the willfully blind or 
completely obtuse can fail to realize that we 
are now witnessing (as we have witnessed 
for the past four years) an incredible coup 
attempt aimed at removing the legally, 
constitutionally elected president of the 
United States of America, President Don-
ald J. Trump. The maliciousness, intensity, 
and pervasiveness of the attacks have been 
jaw-dropping, including not only nonstop 
scathing editorials and fabricated media at-
tacks, but unprecedented rioting and urban 
destruction by subsidized revolutionar-
ies, sabotage of the president’s agenda by 
Obama holdovers in the federal bureau-
cracy, obstruction and impeachment efforts 

by “progressive” Democrats in Congress, 
and, perhaps most alarming of all, treason-
ous efforts by politically appointed (and 
globalist-minded) leaders of the “Intelli-
gence Community” to “take out” President 
Trump — by any means necessary.

Most everyone can see that the depth 
and breadth of this effort, along with the 
obvious coordination among many dispa-
rate and seemingly unconnected players, 
evinces orchestration by behind-the-scene 
forces, a “shadow government,” if you 
will.  Thus, we have the “Deep State,” the 
real rulers of what remains of our nearly 
eviscerated constitutional Republic. Over 
the past four years, the existence of this 
Deep State cabal has become so scream-
ingly apparent, and the perfidious ac-
tions of Deep State actors — from James 
Comey (FBI), John Brennan (CIA), James 
Clapper (DNI), and Robert Mueller (DOJ-
FBI), to H.R. Mc Master and John Bolton 
(former Trump national security advisors), 
Rex Tillerson (former Trump secretary 
of state), Anthony Scaramucci (former 
Trump director of communications), John 
Kelly (former Trump chief of staff) and 
many more — have come so dangerously 
close to toppling and taking over our gov-
ernment that every patriot must realize our 
nation is in imminent, deadly peril. 

Fortunately, for America and for liber-
ty-lovers everywhere, Alex Newman has 
provided a primer on the Deep State that 
peels away the confusion, misinformation, 
and disinformation that surround most 
treatments of this topic. While the term 
“Deep State” has come into vogue in the 
past four years, particularly among Trump 
supporters, many of those who write about 
or discuss it evince a very deficient grasp 
and analysis of the subject. Many critics 
take a primarily partisan view of the issue, 
considering the Deep State to be left-wing 
Democrats and “Obama holdovers” that 
are intent on sabotaging Trump in order 
restore Democratic control of the White 

This book not only points out the harmful actions of the members of what has been 
dubbed the “Deep State,” it also names names and tells how to fight back.

DEEP DIVE INTO THE DEEP STATE

William F. Jasper is senior editor of  
the new aMeRican. 
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House and Congress. That does, in fact, 
comprise a component of the Deep State 
cabal. Critics on the left (such as, for in-
stance, author Mike Lofgren) speak of the 
Deep State as a corporatist cabal of fat cat 
Wall Street GOP plutocrats. That too, is 
a component (although fat cat Wall Street 
plutocrats have in recent years been giv-
ing more campaign loot to Democrats than 
Republicans). Others note that the defin-
ing characteristic of the Deep State is the 
fanatical commitment of its operatives 
to “globalism” and world government. 
Hence, the ferocious animosity of Deep 
Staters to President Trump’s denunciations 
of globalism and the United Nations, as 
well as his announced commitment to na-
tionalism and to putting “America First.”

The globalist vs. nationalist analysis strikes 
closest to the reality of the current battle rag-
ing inside the higher circles of power. But 
who are the “globalists”? And, what, con-
cretely, is the real object of their “globalism”? 
That is the vital missing context in most of 
the analyses by conservatives of Trump vs. 
the Deep State. Failure to provide this cru-
cial context is fatal to an understanding of 
the danger and dooms effective countermea-
sures. The nationalist vs. globalist conflict is 
not merely an ideological struggle between 
shadowy, unidentifiable forces; it is a strug-
gle with organized globalists who have very 
real, identifiable, powerful organizations 
and networks operating incessantly to 
undermine and subvert our constitu-
tional Republic and our Christian-style 
civilization.

Alex Newman understands this and 
has been writing and speaking tren-
chantly for years about the individuals, 
organizations, and networks that com-
prise the Deep State, naming names 
and exposing their globalist deeds 
and schemes. Deep State: The Invis-
ible Government Behind the Scenes 
is comprised of chapters drawn from 
what first appeared in the pages of the 
new aMeRican. In fact, a considerable 
portion of the book is reprised from the 
collection of articles Newman wrote for 
this magazine’s special report on the 
Deep State in January 2018. That was 
a herculean effort, and he deftly dissect-
ed and explained the many confusing 
events swirling around us and percep-
tively exposed the Deep State machina-
tions behind the planned chaos. 

However, this book is not merely an an-
thology of previously published articles; 
Newman has reworked and updated his 
previous articles to serve as chapters in 
an integrated whole. In the first six chap-
ters of the book, he identifies the various 
organizational branches of the Deep State 
and shows their penetration of our gov-
ernmental, academic, scientific, media, 
business, financial, and philanthropic in-
stitutions, as well as their malignant cur-
rent and historical impact on our nation’s 
foreign and domestic policies. Here you 
will find a reliable guidebook to the glob-
alist elites who populate such Deep State 
cliques as the Trilateral Commission, the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, 
the Bilderberg Group, the Bohemian 
Grove, the World Economic Forum, the 
World Government Summit, the Aspen 
Institute, Skull and Bones, and of course, 
the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), 
which has served as the main brain trust 
for the globalist advocates of world gov-
ernment and a New World Order since the 
CFR’s founding a century ago. Whether 
out of ignorance or fear of being labeled 
“conspiracy theorists,” many of the pro-
Trump pundits and conservative media 
personalities fail to “go there,” which 
means they fail to give their audiences 
the vital information they need to under-

stand where the danger is coming from 
and how to combat it. 

Alex Newman names names and shows 
the malevolent influence of such global-
ist insiders as George Soros, Bill Gates, 
Henry Kissinger, Michael Bloomberg, 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, George H.W. Bush, 
Bill and Hillary Clinton, the Rothschild 
and Rockefeller families, and many more. 
In the second part of Deep State (chapters 
7-14), he exposes the Deep State operatives 
in action, demonstrating how they repeat-
edly create “global crises” that then require 
“global solutions,” which always involve 
transferring more power and sovereignty 
to the United Nations and other globalist 
institutions. Some of the faux crises he 
adroitly unmasks are completely phony 
fabrications, such as the global-warming 
(aka climate-change) non-crisis, while oth-
ers — such as, for instance, the “refugee 
crisis” and the COVID-19 “pandemic” — 
involve serious problems that were initiated 
by the globalists and have been purposely 
exaggerated and manipulated by them to 
justify “solutions” that are far more dan-
gerous to life and liberty than the alleged 
crises. The Black Lives Matter/Antifa riots 
are yet another example of the Deep State 
in action, with the riot makers enjoying lav-
ish funding from globalist foundations and 
cheerleading from the globalist media. 

Deep State is not merely a catalog of 
globalist connivance and conspiracy, 
it is an urgent call to action. Follow-
ing the old maxim, “It is better to light 
a candle than to curse the darkness,” 
Newman shines light not only on the 
darkness, but on the solutions as well. 
In his concluding chapter, he offers 
practical actions that every American 
who loves God, family, and country 
can take to avert the destruction that is 
bearing down on us. Hurry to get your 
own copy of Deep State, and get ad-
ditional copies to share with friends, 
family, neighbors, and co-workers. 

A final note: A welcome feature of 
the book is an appendix reproducing 
the latest (2019) official CFR roster 
listing all 5,099 members. Now, when 
trying to ascertain the leanings of 
various newsmakers — whether po-
liticos, pundits, professors, poohbahs, 
etc. — you will have easy access to an 
authoritative source identifying most 
of the Deep State’s key actors. n

Alex 
Newman
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Gloria’s Gladiators
An electrician in Woburn, Massachusetts, 
has raised more than $100,000 to repair 
the home of a local senior citizen in des-
perate need, CBS News reported. 

John Kinney was called to 72-year-old 
Gloria Scott’s home in early August to fix 
a broken ceiling light, but he was shocked 
to discover her home needed significantly 
more repairs than that. Kinney said she 
had few working lights, no running water, 
no Internet, and no cellphone. 

Kinney told CBS News he could not 
get Scott out of his mind when he left her 
house that day. 

“I think I seen her on a Friday and it 
stuck with me over the weekend and I said, 
‘I got to go back there,’” he recalled.

And Kinney did just that. He began 
doing different things at Scott’s home 
free of charge, including yard work and 
cleanup, but knew he was going to need 
more help. 

Kinney created a Facebook page called 
“Nice old lady needs help” in the hopes of 
raising money to cover the cost of materi-
als for the many projects her home needed. 
He outlined what he had seen at her home 
when he came to repair the broken light: 

She had no stove, and her refrigerator 
was plugged into an extension cord. I 
fixed her immediate electrical hazards 
and got her lights and air conditioning 
on. When all the lights came on, I saw 
that her ceilings were falling apart, her 
kitchen sink was broken, and that the 
place was filthy. She told me that crit-
ters often got in the house. The outside 
was no better. Gutters were falling 
down and it was surrounded by a jun-
gle. She has no family, and money is 
tight…. She has some serious plumb-
ing issues that need to be corrected. 
There is extensive drywall repair to 
be done. A massive amount of paint-
ing. Her front porch brick steps are an 
accident waiting to happen. I’m not 
looking to rebuild her whole house. I 
just want to make it safe and livable 
for her.

Within one month, the page raised $111,331. 
And beyond raising funds, the page 

helped create “Gloria’s Gladiators,” a 
group of volunteers who came out to offer 
their services. 

“Look at these people!” Gloria said 
when she saw the group of volunteers at 
her home, according to CBS News. “I 
mean, I can’t even comprehend the grati-
tude that I have.”

Kinney was moved by the outpouring of 
support from the community and took to 
Facebook to share his gratitude to his kind 
friends, colleagues, and neighbors. “You 
all have shown me that when the commu-
nity comes together with a little love and 
support, it can make a huge impact in a 
person’s life,” he wrote. 

Kinney told CBS his original intention 
was simply to repair Scott’s home, but said 
by the end of the project, Scott’s entire 
home will be practically rebuilt. Almost 
everything will be replaced, including 
windows, walls, ceilings, and, of course, 
her electrical and plumbing. 

Kinney is hopeful Gloria’s Gladiators 
will sprout chapters across the country to 
help seniors in need everywhere. “There’s 
still a lot of old people out there that don’t 
have anybody though. We must remain 
vigilant with our elderly,” he implored.

1,000 Lunches and Smiles 
Seven-year-old Jayden Freedman has made 
it his monthly mission to feed the homeless 
in his community in Pikesville, Maryland. 
His latest effort was to make 1,000 lunches 
for the homeless in his area, and with the 
help of friends, family, and some generous 
companies, he made it happen.  

Freedman’s school puts together a 
monthly food drive, which sparked Freed-
man’s altruism. Initially, he donated just 
one meal. Before long, his goal grew to 
100 meals. But his October goal was a 
whopping 1,000.  

CBS Local Baltimore reported that 
Freedman was able to meet his goal with 
help from H&S Bakery, Utz Potato Chips, 
and Giant Foods, as well as friends and 
family. It took more than 10 hours to put 
the meals together.  

Amazingly, Freedman’s lunches all 
come with a personal note: “Enjoy your 
lunch and have a happy day.”  

Freedman told WBAL his mission was 
to “put a smile” on the faces of those in 
need.  

According to aid-providing entity 
Manna House’s director of programs 
and philanthropy, Freedman is doing just 
that. “It’s special people like this man, this 
little man that have not just impacted our 
feeding program but they impact our cli-
ents,” said Jen Dubreil. 

Freedman plans to continue to make 
monthly lunches for the homeless.  

Firefighters —  
and Lawn Crew?  
When an 83-year-old Army veteran expe-
rienced heat exhaustion from mowing his 
lawn in hot Fort Lauderdale weather, three 
firefighters went the extra mile to offer 
their assistance.  

WSVN reported that Prince Pinkney 
and his wife, Rebecca, were taking care 
of their yard on October 12 when Prince 
began to feel symptoms of heat exhaus-
tion. His condition quickly worsened, and 
his legs buckled underneath him.  

Thankfully, a passerby saw what hap-
pened and immediately phoned the Fort 
Lauderdale Fire Rescue. Three crew mem-
bers arrived on the scene and began treat-
ing Pinkney.  

Once they ensured Pinkney was okay, 
the firefighters went about tending his 
yard. One of the firefighters finished 
mowing the lawn, while another used the 
weed eater, Breitbart.com reported.  

The firemen say they decided to work 
on the vet’s lawn without “much of a dis-
cussion.”   

The firemen then returned later in the 
day to check on Pinkney and his wife. The 
couple expressed their deepest gratitude 
for the firefighters’ kindness. Before they 
left, the firefighters saluted Pinkney, who 
was a missile technician in Vietnam.  

The Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue later 
posted the story on its Facebook page.   

And, a local lawn-service company 
caught wind of the story and has agreed to 
maintain the veteran’s yard free of charge, 
Yahoo News reported. n

— Raven clabough
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by Steven Neill

While the period from 1837 to 
1901 is fondly remembered by 
most as the “Victorian Age,” it 

also has a much more sinister nickname 
in the annals of criminal history: The 
Golden Age of Poison. Accidental poi-
sonings were frequent because poisonous 
mineral pigments such as chromium, cad-
mium, mercury, lead, cyanide, antimony, 
arsenic salts, and others often gave paint, 
wallpaper, food, medicine, and fabric their 
vibrant colors. Anyone could buy strych-

nine or cyanide from the local general 
store for pest control, and manufacturers 
used arsenic in everything from baby food 
to makeup and flour additives.

Because poison was easy to obtain, it 
became a favorite method of disposing 
of an unwanted spouse or hastening an 
inheritance, especially since, at the time, 
it was difficult to prove it had been used 
as the murder weapon. Moreover, the 
burgeoning sales of life insurance poli-
cies provided a motive for murder. To get 
money and life-insurance payouts, Belle 
Gunness, aka Hell’s Belle, used strychnine 
to kill as many as 40 people, including her 
husbands and children.

Stepping into the breach against this 
world of poisons and murders were men 

such as Spanish chemist Mathieu Orfila, 
who became the world’s first toxicologist 
in the early to mid-1800s, and Sir Thom-
as Stevenson, the famed British chemist 
from the late 1800s. Both helped solve 
several high-profile poisonings and were 
instrumental in getting the perpetrators 
convicted. 

Following in their footsteps was 
Charles Norris, the father of American fo-
rensic science. He almost singlehandedly 
brought the rule of law to a corrupt politi-
cal machine that even allowed wholesale 
murder to the highest bidders. His story is 
one that highlights that when politicians 
secure free rein — absent restrictions of 
laws and penalties and a judicial mecha-
nism that will call out wrongs whenever 
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The state of affairs in the death business: By the early 20th century, “the Coroner’s tribunal designed by Edward I, to be one of the most 
important in his kingdom … had been universally degraded to a dreary farce” — S. Squire Sprigge 

Your Crime Will Go Unpunished
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Steven Neill is a lifelong history buff, a devoted con-
stitutional conservative, a freelance writer, and a 
graduate of Whitworth University.  
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Before the appointment of the 
country’s first medical examiner, 
Charles Norris, determinations of 
death and murder often went to the 
highest bidder.
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they appear — there is no end to how low 
those politicians might stoop.

Suicide or Murder?
In 1918, New York City adopted the office 
of medical examiner, and Norris began to 
institutionalize the forensic science we 
take for granted today. Previously, “coro-
ners” were used to determine the cause 
of death. Not only were the majority of 
coroners unqualified or inept, but stories 
of their corruption became legendary. That 
corruption included fistfights over 
the “rights” for a corpse (the city 
paid coroners for each body pro-
cessed) and openness to taking 
bribes to certify whatever cause 
of death a payer desired. 

And not only was the situa-
tion acceptable to the powers-
that-be, the politicians per-
petuated the problem. New 
York mayors used the coroner 
position as a reward for party 
loyalty, so between 1898 and 
1915, the list of coroners for the 
city included eight undertakers, 
seven politicians, six real estate 
agents, two saloonkeepers, two 
plumbers, a lawyer, a printer, 
an auctioneer, a woodcarver, a 
carpenter, a painter, a butcher, 
a marble cutter, a milkman, an 
insurance agent, a labor leader, 
a musician, and 17 physicians 
who had either lost their licens-
es to practice medicine or were 
in danger of doing so. 

Patrick Riordan, an alcohol-
ic, was a coroner from 1914 to 
1918, and one of the most cor-
rupt and inept of them all.

On December 9, 1914, one 
train rear-ended another on the 
Ninth Avenue “L.” Typical of 
the wooden passenger cars used 
by the rail and metro lines of the 

day, the last cars of the rear-ended train 
crumpled into the forward ones, collaps-
ing like the tubes of a telescope. It took 
several hours for rescuers to search the 
wreckage for the survivors and send them 
to local hospitals. Police took two dead 
rail workers to the police station to await 
the coroner.

When Riordan stumbled into the po-
lice station to pick up the bodies six 
hours later, he needed assistance to stand 
because he was so drunk. Reporters wit-

nessed his appearance and made sure it 
was plastered across the front page of 
several newspapers the next day. This 
was the last straw for reformist mayor 
John Purroy Mitchel, who ordered Leon-
ard M. Wallstein, the New York City 
commissioner of accounts, to investigate 
the city’s coroner system. Wallstein’s re-
port laid bare the corruption of the coro-
ner system. Exposed were the facts that 
the coroners and their associates had:

 • Failed to report hundreds of suspi-
cious deaths to the district attorney; 

• Frequently extorted money from in-
surance companies, families of the de-
ceased, and even murderers; 

• Often filled out death certificates with-
out seeing a body;

• Commonly forced grieving relatives 
to use certain morticians who split their 
profits from funeral costs with the coro-
ners; and 

• Charged for death certifi-
cates and other documents that 
should have been free. 

Following the release of 
the report, Dr. James Ewing, 
professor of pathology at Cor-
nell University Medical Col-
lege and a recognized expert 
on child mortality, stated: “I 
should say that as far as the ac-
tivities of the coroners’ office, 
as you have detailed them to 
me, are concerned, that infan-
ticide would be carried on with 
impunity in New York City.” 
He added: “I feel that New 
York gets along practically 
without any aid from the sci-
ence of legal medicine.”

In February 1915, while the 
report was still the talk of the 
town, a short, nervous, chain-
smoking man walked into a 
New York City police station, 
introduced himself as Frederic 
Mors, and confessed to killing 
eight residents at the Bronx 
German Odd Fellows Nursing 
Home. He called them acts of 
kindness intended to “put peo-
ple out of their misery.” 

He admitted that he had tried 
arsenic on his first victim, but 
it took too long for the person 
to die. Mors said he then tried 
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using chloroform, saying, “When you give 
an old person chloroform, it’s like putting 
a baby to sleep. It frees them from all pain. 
It is humane and kind-hearted.” He also 
stated that his supervisor, Adam Banger, 
instigated the killings to make room for 
more patients. 

Mors’ confession exploded across the 
front pages of New York’s newspapers. 
In Mors’ apartment, they found a German 
book about poisons and the tweezers Mors 
claimed to use to administer the chloro-
form. Several people who knew him said 
he was cold and intimidating, while older 
patients at the nursing home feared him. 

James Dunn, the district attorney, or-
dered the exhumation of the first victim’s 
body to search for traces of arsenic, only 
to learn that all of the remains had been 
doused with arsenic to help preserve 
them. Next, Dunn asked Bronx coroner 
Israel Feinberg if there was a test to detect 
chloroform in the victims, and Feinberg 
assured him that none existed.  

But not wanting to set Mors free, Dunn 
had him committed to the Bellevue Hos-
pital for observation. Mors’ doctors diag-
nosed him as “paranoically inclined” and 
committed him to the Hudson River State 
Hospital for the Insane, awaiting deporta-
tion to Austria. One week before his ex-
tradition, he escaped the hospital and was 
never heard from again. 

After receiving the news that Mors had 
escaped, and learning that Feinberg was 
mistaken about there being a test for trace 
amounts of chloroform in a corpse, Com-
missioner Wallstein told New York report-
ers: “It is clear that the welfare of the city 
absolutely requires the immediate aboli-
tion of the elective coroner’s system.”

Governor Charles Whitman demanded 
Riordan’s removal as coroner, and the 
state legislature passed a bill establishing 
a new medical examiner system for New 
York City, with strict guidelines and quali-
fications for the office. The new examiner 
would be empowered to appoint a profes-
sional staff capable of ensuring such a fi-
asco did not happen again. 

New York City’s  
First Medical Examiner
On January 31, 1918, Charles Norris be-
came New York City’s first medical ex-
aminer, over the objections of New York’s 
new, and thoroughly corrupt, mayor, John 

Hylan. Previously, Hylan had tried to in-
stall his political crony Patrick Riordan, 
the same drunk who had been ejected from 
the position of coroner shortly before. 

At the very start of Norris’ tenure, the 
complete lack of professionalism of the 
coroner system was apparent, as was the 
amount of tenacity and money necessary 
to remedy corrupt government. There 
was virtually no testing equipment, the 
staff consisted of incompetent or medio-
cre political appointees, and there was no 
building to house the new department. 
And there was a vengeful mayor who at-
tempted to sabotage Norris in every con-
ceivable way. Norris, however, showed 
he was up for the challenge as he moved 
the department to Bellevue Hospital’s new 
pathology wing and began to change how 
human remains were processed. 

When Mayor Hylan refused to pay for 
the staff and equipment Norris needed to 
create the new department, Norris, who 
was independently wealthy, paid for it 
himself. Norris began to purge the new of-
fice of political appointees and hire skilled 
professionals, while developing new pro-
tocols for the police and hospitals for the 
proper handling of corpses. 

Probably Norris’ best move was to hire 
chemist Alexander Gettler. 

Gettler was the son of Austrian Jew-
ish immigrants. From an early age, he 

displayed endless curiosity, boundless 
energy, and incredible drive. He earned 
a degree in chemistry and worked as a 
teacher at Columbia University, where he 
met Norris. 

Though Gettler and Norris were oppo-
sites personality-wise, together they would 
revolutionize modern forensic science. 
Norris was outgoing, lived an extravagant 
lifestyle, and basked in the limelight. Get-
tler avoided the public eye, gave minimal 
answers to reporters’ questions, and stayed 
in his laboratory at work. Off work, how-
ever, Gettler loved to bet on horses, play 
poker with friends, and take his sons to 
baseball games.

As problems in investigating crimes 
forensically appeared, the duo slew them. 
In late April of 1922, police investigated 
the fully-clothed figures of Fremont and 
Annie Jackson in their locked apartment. 
Both dead bodies showed all the classic 
signs of cyanide poisoning, but there was 
no evidence of cyanide in their studio. 
Initially the police believed their deaths 
were suicide, but asked Norris to inves-
tigate the crime scene. Norris examined 
the area and had the stomachs and other 
organs of the couple sent to Bellevue for 
Gettler to investigate. 

Gettler found traces of cyanide — fre-
quently used by exterminators to fumigate 
houses and apartments — in the Jacksons’ 
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lungs; however, the landlord, Eli Dupuy, 
and the fumigator, Albert Bradicich, de-
nied having fumigated recently. To test his 
suspicion, Norris put rats in the apartment 
and released cyanide gas in the basement. 
The rats soon died. Dupuy and Bradicich 
still refused to acknowledge releasing the 
poison, but the DA charged them with man-
slaughter.  

Norris and Gettler both knew they had 
a lot riding on that trial. If they lost, the 
credibility they were building in the new 
field of forensic science would receive a 
severe blow. However, during the trial, 

the defense lawyer was able to attack the 
evidence enough to plant the seed of rea-
sonable doubt in the jurists’ minds, and the 
defendants walked free.

Following the loss, to prevent doubt 
from being attached to their claims in the 
future, Gettler buried himself in the lab, 
conducting studies on cyanide. He pre-
sented them in the paper “Toxicology of 
Cyanide,” which is still cited today. 

Countrywide Tyranny
Norris was relentless in the pursuit of 
honest criminal inquiry, coordinating 

with other medical examiners on a cam-
paign to teach Americans about forensic 
science. 

For many years, he sought an end to the 
deaths caused by wood alcohol (not grain, 
or drinking, alcohol) and other poisons 
that Americans imbibed because of gov-
ernment’s crackdown on beer and liquor 
sales during Prohibition.

On January 16, 1920, after decades of 
work, progressives convinced enough 
people that legislating morality was pos-
sible, and they obtained the votes to ratify 
the 18th Amendment, making Prohibition 
the law of the land. From 1920 to 1933, 
Prohibition banned the production, im-
portation, transportation, and sale of 
alcoholic beverages. Its proponents pro-
claimed that the ban would strengthen 
families. In reality, alcohol abuse in-
creased, and the law created a new breed 
of violent criminals who provided booze 
Americans couldn’t buy legally during 
the Roaring Twenties. 

While commercially produced spirits 
from Canada and elsewhere were still 
available at the right price, most Americans 
consumed booze made by bootleggers, 
who used any number of toxic substances 
in its production. The most common ad-
ditive was methanol, also known as wood 
alcohol or methyl alcohol. Methanol was 
cheap and easy to make. Bootleggers used 
scrap wood, sawdust, or dead plants, and 
it tasted like grain alcohol. Unfortunately, 
it contains the poisons formaldehyde and 
formic acid, which metabolize slowly in 
people’s bodies and may lead to death or 
blindness within five days. 

Poisonings from methanol were com-
mon even before Prohibition, but after 
the law passed, the number of victims 
skyrocketed. Early on, Norris and Get-
tler began a citywide campaign to warn 
doctors of the signs and dangers of wood 
alcohol poisoning. During the first seven 
months after Prohibition began, New 
York had over 60 deaths and 100 peo-
ple blind from the methyl alcohol. Both 
Norris and Gettler knew the number of 
deaths was much higher because it was 
hard to detect methanol in a corpse, a 
problem Gettler would spend hundreds 
of hours examining tissues and organs to 
remedy. 

As speakeasies replaced saloons, the 
strange and often lethal cocktails served 
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Attraction to chemistry: Alexander Gettler, whose love of forensic science exposed the 
dangerous world in which Americans lived, helped solve numerous deaths by cyanide, arsenic, 
lead, carbon monoxide, denatured alcohol, radium, and thallium poisoning. 



became a badge of honor to those with a 
morbid sense of humor: 

The bartender brought me some 
Benedictine, and the bottle was 
right. But the liqueur was curious — 
transparent at the top of the glass, 
yellowish in the middle and brown 
at the base. Oh, what dreams seemed 
to result from drinking it. That is the 
bane of speakeasy life. You ring up 
your friend the next morning to find 
out whether he is still alive.

One judge said of the rising methanol death 
rate: “Prohibition is a joke. It has deprived 
the poor working man of his beer and has 
flooded the country with rat poison.” 

Norris also commented on it: “Poi-
son, poison everywhere, and increasing 
thousands are daily drinking it. Shall we 
simply shrug our shoulders and say ‘So 
much the worse for them?’” Little did 
he know that the death rate was about to 
skyrocket. 

On Christmas Eve, 1926, a man stag-
gered into the emergency room of Belle-
vue Hospital, screaming about being 
attacked by Santa Claus, and when the hal-
lucination ended, he died. Over the next 
few hours, eight more perished, and more 
than 60 people came in with similar delu-
sions. The body count climbed to 23, with 
hundreds getting ill or going blind over the 
next two days. 

Since grain alcohol could still be pro-
duced for manufacturing purposes, the 
government required manufacturers to add 
methanol and other poisons such as ben-
zene to grain alcohol to make it extremely 
poisonous to consume. The thinking was 
that if people knew it was extremely toxic, 
they wouldn’t drink it. That turned out to 
be wrong. 

Soon, wood alcohol became the addi-
tive of choice for the government because 
bootleggers couldn’t figure out how to re-
move it from the grain alcohol.

Everyone knew that this poison-laden 
alcohol was often stolen and turned into 
“hooch,” but the government was deter-
mined to stop alcohol consumption, no 
matter how many died. When Norris and 
Gettler examined the hooch, they found 
it could contain kerosene and brucine (a 
plant alkaloid closely related to strych-
nine), gasoline, benzene, cadmium, io-

dine, zinc, mercury salts, nicotine, ether, 
formaldehyde, chloroform, camphor, car-
bolic acid, quinine, or acetone. 

Norris called a press conference and 
stated: 

The government knows it is not stop-
ping drinking by putting poison in al-
cohol, yet it continues its poisoning 
processes, heedless of the fact that 
people determined to drink are daily 
absorbing that poison. Knowing this 
to be true, the United States govern-
ment must be charged with the moral 
responsibility for the deaths that poi-
soned liquor causes, although it can-
not be held legally responsible.

The poisoning program did not stop ille-
gal drinking; instead, in 1927, 200 became 
sick, and 400 died in New York City alone, 
and the number climbed to over 700 the 
following year. Norris consistently cam-
paigned to end both the poisoning pro-
gram and Prohibition. By the time Prohi-
bition ended, the government-mandated 
poisoning had claimed over 10,000 lives 
nationwide. 

Also, during Prohibition, shooting 
deaths soared as gangsters battled over 
who would control the illegal alcohol 

trade, which was yet another plague on 
society that Norris would attempt to rem-
edy. He pioneered the use of the newly in-
vented “comparison microscope” to match 
bullets to the guns that fired them, and he 
began the study of powder burns on the 
victim to determine if a death was suicide 
or murder.  

It’s Gruesome, but Not Murder
Norris’ commitment to integrity and jus-
tice was ever apparent. One case, however, 
showed the lengths to which he would go 
for fairness: the Travia case. 

On December 26, 1926, it was foggy at 
the pier when a police officer saw a man 
dump something in the water. Covered in 
blood, the man bolted when hailed by the 
officer and did not stop until tackled by 
the cop. 

The scruffy, middle-aged man was 
Francesco Travia, an Italian immigrant 
dock worker. While Travia was in the 
holding cell, officers searched his apart-
ment and found the upper torso of a dis-
membered woman in a large pool of co-
agulated blood.

The DA expected it to be an open-and-
shut case of murder when he called Nor-
ris to meet him at the apartment. How-
ever, after examining the corpse, Norris 
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stated that the woman had not been mur-
dered, but instead had died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. The DA disagreed 
and worked tirelessly to have Travia put 
in the electric chair. 

In the questioning room, Travia con-
fessed that the body belonged to a neigh-
bor who had come to get some of his 
hooch. He stated that before she had come 
in, he had put on a kettle to make tea, but 
when she came over, they sat in the kitch-
en and drank. They started to argue when 
he suddenly fell onto the floor. When he 
awoke, the woman was dead on the floor. 
Assuming he had killed her in his sleep, he 
hadn’t gone to the police about it.  

Instead, he cut her up using a butcher 
knife and chisel, planning to dispose of her 
in the water. Norris knew the death was the 
perfect vehicle to prove that science had a 
prominent role in police work. 

Working closely with Norris, Travia’s 
lawyer, who was New York Governor Al 
Smith’s son Alfred E. Smith, based his de-
fense around findings Norris and Gettler 
made in their lab. In the end, the weight 
of the scientific evidence cleared Travia 

of murder, but he still faced other charges 
over dismembering a corpse. The case was 
a stunning victory for Norris, and a con-
siderable boost to the Medical Examiner’s 
Office. 

There would be other cases that Nor-
ris would work on that proved the signifi-
cance of honesty and ethics in public life. 

Norris would:
• Help solve the mysterious deaths of 

the “Radium Girls,” who contracted and 
died from radiation poisoning due to 
painting watch dials with radioactive self-
luminous paint; 

• Determine that the lead General Mo-
tors and Standard Oil were adding to their 
gasoline, called Ethyl or tetraethyl leaded 
gasoline, was responsible for numerous 
deaths and injuries; 

• Fight for the implementation of safe 
food standards for our foods and medi-
cines; and,

• Assist in the acquittal of Frederick 
Gross, accused of murdering his wife and 
four children.

The years of battling and lavish liv-
ing caught up to Norris on September 11, 

1935, when he died of heart failure. In its 
September 23, 1935 edition, Time maga-
zine summarized the career of Charles 
Norris: 

“The famed, sardonic, goat-beard-
ed, public-spirited” medical ex-
aminer who “battled for pure food 
laws, fought against quack doctors, 
Prohibition, unsanitary restaurants, 
pronounced on many a suicide and 
murder that perplexed police, made 
his name and detective work known 
in medico-legal circles the world 
over.”

Gettler performed autopsies on over 
100,000 bodies before he retired as the 
New York City head toxicologist at the age 
of 75. He became a legend in the realm of 
forensic science, and his research on poi-
sons is still used today. 

Charles Norris and Alexander Gettler 
were giants in the field of medical forensic 
research and excellent examples of how 
scientific research should operate, free 
from politics and preconceived agendas. n
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Anti-gun Congressman 
Denigrates Gun  
Owners’ Manhood
The Daily Caller reported on August 26 
about an oft-repeated trope that anti-gun 
propagandists like to claim. Illinois Con-
gressman Sean Casten was hosting a Zoom 
meeting with local college students when 
he went on a bizarre tirade against people 
who own guns. Casten appeared to inter-
pret the Second Amendment protection of 
the right to bear arms to extend only to 
“well-regulated militias” and rhetorically 
asked, “unless you’re a member of well-
regulated militia, tell me why you need to 
own a gun, right?” Casten then added that 
“having small genitals is not a sufficient 
reason to own a gun.” 

This was surely done to get some cheap 
laughs from the immature students in the 
meeting, but it also reflects the juvenile and 
overly simplistic viewpoint that Casten has 
when it comes to firearms. To Casten, the 
Second Amendment does not protect the 
right to bear arms at all, and anyone who 
disagrees is to be belittled and mocked. It 
is upsetting to think that someone who is 
so ignorant of the history of the Second 
Amendment and whose mind is clearly in 
the gutter has been elected to Congress. 
Casten, who is a Democrat, is being chal-
lenged by Republican Jeanne Ives, who 
publicly chastised Casten for his ridiculous 
comment. Ives went so far as to post on 
YouTube an excerpt from the Zoom meet-
ing where he made the remark for everyone 
to watch for themselves.

In an e-mail to the Daily Caller, Ives’ 
campaign communications director, 
Jeanne Murphy, wrote, “Sean Casten ref-
erences Justice John Paul Stevens’ dissent 
for the minority in Heller v. DC, which es-
tablished the individual right to self-pro-
tection. Since he likes history, John Paul 
Stevens — after he left the bench — wrote 
an op-ed calling for the abolition of the 
Second Amendment…. That is what Sean 
Casten is referring to, as he ridicules law-
abiding firearms owners as just ‘guys with 
small genitals.’ Sean Casten sold himself 
to IL06 as moderate in 2018. He represents 
decent professional people…. In this clip, 
he takes a radical position and describes 

those who oppose him in the most offen-
sive, degrading terminology that he can 
possibly think of. Sean Casten has shown 
us who he is — an extremist, and what he 
wants — to abolish freedoms and make 
government your keeper. Our question to 
voters: Is that what you want?”

Toy Gun Sets Off  
Student Punishment 
In a story about COVID craziness, the 
public-radio affiliate in Colorado reported 
on September 18 about a young student 
who ended up getting severely punished 
for having a toy gun at his home. CPR.
org reported that 12-year-old Isaiah El-
liott was participating in an online art class 
from his home when the incident occurred. 
According to his parents, Isaiah has atten-
tion deficit hyperactivity disorder and is 
sometimes disruptive during these online 
learning sessions. During this particular 
class, Isaiah was acting a little unruly and 
picked up a toy gun and pulled the trigger 
while pointing it at his computer camera. 

The art teacher warned Isaiah that if he 
didn’t stop his bad behavior, she would re-
move him from the online meeting, and Isa-
iah calmed down. The art teacher followed 
her training and reported the incident to the 
school’s vice-principal, who questioned 
whether it was a toy gun or a real gun. The 
art teacher admitted that she wasn’t sure, so 
the vice-principal contacted the local po-
lice, and two school resource officers went 
to Isaiah’s home to talk to him about what 
happened. Isaiah’s mother, Danielle, was 
surprised at how quickly things escalated 
over a toy gun and told CPR.org, “I am al-
most in my 30s and I didn’t even realize that 
having a toy gun in the home would ever 
even come to something as insane as that.”

Isaiah was suspended for five days for 
his behavior. His story soon went viral, and 
many perceived it as gun-phobic bureau-
crats overreacting to a harmless toy. One 
gun-rights organization is already push-
ing back. The National Association for 
Gun Rights (NAGR) is assisting Isaiah’s 
family in pursuing legal action against the 
school district. Dudley Brown, the presi-
dent of NAGR, stated, “School officials 

inflicting a five-day suspension on a small 
boy for having a toy gun in his own home 
is disgusting…. Instead of apologizing to 
the parents, the school took the outrageous 
step of sending law enforcement to further 
intimidate the child and parents.” NAGR 
issued a press release and identified simi-
lar cases that have happened in other parts 
of the country where students have been 
penalized for showing toy guns during on-
line remote learning sessions, and stated 
that someone needed to take a stand in de-
fense of the children. Brown added, “It is 
our hope that a big win here [in the case 
of Isaiah Elliott] will send the message to 
bureaucratic bullies everywhere to back 
off and stop harassing innocent children.”

Teen Robbers  
Learn Harsh Lesson
The Associated Press reported on Septem-
ber 14 about two robbers who picked the 
wrong target in Des Moines, Iowa. Police 
say two teenage suspects tried robbing a 
group of people in north Des Moines, but 
an adult member of the group drew a gun 
he had concealed on him and fired at the 
suspects. Both suspects were wounded by 
the gunfire and were later treated at a near-
by medical facility. One of the wounded 
robbers died from his injuries, while the 
other suspect is expected to survive. Law 
enforcement stated that the vigilant citizen 
who drew his gun and shot the robbers had 
a valid concealed-carry permit. 

Investigators reported their findings of 
the shooting to the Polk County Attorney’s 
Office; the shooting was determined to be 
justified self-defense, and no charges will 
be filed against the shooter. The Associ-
ated Press also reported that the deceased 
suspect was later identified as 16-year-old 
Liem Deng. It is tragic that a person so 
young had his life come to an end, but that 
is the risk that is taken whenever someone 
perpetrates a violent felony. It’s unfortu-
nate, but criminals and aspiring criminals 
should always know that anytime they 
threaten someone with deadly force, the in-
tended “victim” could be armed and willing 
to use his firearm for self-defense. n

— patRick kRey
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Leftists Fan the  
Flames of “Climate Fires”
Item: Attempting to justify his executive 
order banning the sale of all new gas-
powered cars in California by 2035, Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom said on September 
23 (on Twitter and Facebook, among oth-
ers): “NEW: We’re facing a climate crisis. 
We need bold action. CA is phasing out 
the internal combustion engine. By 2035 
every new car sold in CA will be an emis-
sion free vehicle. Cars shouldn’t give our 
kids asthma. Make wildfires worse. Melt 
glaciers. Or raise sea levels.”
Item: Discussing ongoing wildfires in 
California, the London-based Economist 
(in its August 29-September 4 issue) ac-
knowledged that some previous fires “have 
been man-made. One started when a car 
tyre blew and the wheel’s metal rim scraped 
the pavement. This year’s fires are the lat-
est and starkest example of a different man-
made influence: climate change.”
Item: Democratic nominee Joe Biden on 
September 14 pointed the blazing finger of 
blame at one person in particular, Donald 
Trump, saying: “If you give a climate ar-
sonist four more years in the White House, 
why would anyone be surprised if we have 
more of America ablaze?” 

A vote for Joe, on the other hand, would 
apparently guarantee fewer wildfires, 
floods, and hurricanes.
Item: The establishment left-wing New 
York Times repeatedly pushes the emer-
gency button about climate change. On 
September 20, for example, the paper 
published an article entitled “Just Call 
Them Climate Fires,” written by two of 
its “graphic editors” — complete with a 
U.S. map depicting (among others) areas 
with “water stress,” “extreme heat,” 
“hurricanes,” “wildfires,” and “sea level 
rise”; this was supposed to “personal-
ize” climate change in “emotional and 
personal terms” that are “far more per-
suasive.” The piece’s headline is derived 
from a comment by Washington Governor 
Jay Inslee about events on the West Coast. 
In his words: “These are not just wildfires. 
They are climate fires.” 

Following its own advice to terrify the 

audience, the Times in its September 23 
print edition ran a page-one article with a 
dramatic photo of a California fire. It had 
this jolting headline: “A Climate Cross-
roads with 2 Paths: Merely Bad or Truly 
Horrific,” and this menacing subhead: 
“A Surge in Cascading Disasters Intensi-
fies a Sense of Urgency.” The paper said 
that such disasters “are the here and now, 
worsening for the next generation and 
perhaps longer, depending on humanity’s 
willingness to take action.”
CorreCtIon: Some calamity-mongers 
are so addicted to exaggerations that they 
can’t even tell the truth without lying. 

California Governor Newsom, for in-
stance, pays scant attention to a solution 
to catastrophic forest fires that would re-
ally be effective — and could take place 
before he is out of office: proper forest 
management. 

Joe Biden fallaciously impugns the 
president (who has called out forest mis-
management) while dissembling about his 
own alliance with the zealots of the Green 
New Deal. 

If you really want to discover the cul-
prits behind the wildfires in California 
and elsewhere on the West Coast, you 
can find many of them in the eco-camp 
— who have hurt their own cause and the 

forests. Among those taking notice of this, 
more than a decade ago, was Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Mike Antonovich; he 
pointed out that the “environmentalists 
have gone to the extreme to prevent con-
trolled burns, and as a result we have this 
catastrophe today.” That was in 2009. 

The benefit of controlled burning is not 
a new phenomenon. American Indians 
used the practice for centuries. As pointed 
out by (maverick) environmentalist Mi-
chael Shellenberger (author of Apocalypse 
Never), the forests in America’s West were 
supposed to burn more often. As he has 
said: “When Europeans came, they re-
ported California being very smoky and 
on fire during the summers. And Native 
Americans burned huge amounts of land.” 
Plants and debris from dead trees will ac-
cumulate unless there are small fires. If 
you want a wildfire, just leave this poten-
tial fuel there and before long you get a 
fire you cannot control.

Various leftist geniuses had differ-
ent ideas. Writing recently for American 
Greatness, Edward Ring, co-founder of 
the California Policy Center, recounted 
that, year after year, “environmentalists 
litigated and lobbied to stop efforts to 
clear the forests through timber harvest-
ing, underbrush removal, and controlled 
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Diversion: Governor Gavin Newsom has proclaimed his state’s phase-out of internal combustion 
engines by 2035 because, he says, they cause global warming and California fires. But for 
decades forest managers have warned about the dangers of the state’s poor forest management.
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burns. Meanwhile, natural fires were sup-
pressed, and the forests became more and 
more overgrown.”

As Ring summarizes:

If an honest history of California in 
the early 21st century is ever writ-
ten, the verdict will be unequivocal. 
Forests that thrived in California for 
over 20 million years were allowed 
to become overgrown tinderboxes. 
And then, with stupefying ferocity, 
within the span of a few decades, 
they burned to the ground. Many of 
them never recovered. 

This epic tragedy was the direct 
result of policies put in place by 
misguided environmentalist zealots, 
misinformed suckers who sent them 
money, and the litigators and lobby-
ists they hired, who laughed all the 
way to the bank.

In the meantime, there has been a glut of 
reports about the frequency of wildfires. 
And, no surprise, the mainstream media 
exaggerate. NASA satellites have revealed 
that, globally, there has been a 25-percent 
reduction of wildfires since 2003. James 
Taylor, the president of the Heartland In-
stitute, cites those findings and also notes 
that if “global warming were to blame for 

California’s wildfires, we would expect to 
see a global increase of wildfires, but just 
the opposite is the case.”

As Taylor told the Washington Times, 
it is “troubling and indeed dangerous to 
blame climate change for wildfires that 
could have and should have been stifled by 
wise proactive forest management.” Using 
the mantra of “climate change,” as he put it, 
“may prove politically convenient for poli-
cymakers to shift attention from their own 
poor policy decisions, but such misdirec-
tion fails to address the root cause of out-
of-control wildfires that kill people, destroy 
ecosystems and destroy people’s lives.” 

Similarly, even the governor of Cali-
fornia has had to admit that the state’s 
power shortages that have left so many 
fuming and steaming in the dark were the 
result of mandates for “renewable” power. 
(California has called for 60 percent of its 
electricity to come from renewables by 
2030 and 100 percent by 2045 — even as 
it shuts down multiple power plants that 
operate with politically incorrect sources.) 

It turns out that when you reject fos-
sil fuels, you do get something in return: 
power shortages. 

Newsom acknowledged in August, 
amid green blackouts, that there had been 
“gaps” of reliability as California transi-
tioned to renewables. At the same time, he 

insisted that the state was still “committed 
to radically changing the way we produce 
and consume energy.”

Or, as the Wall Street Journal expressed 
it, a bit more tartly:

In other words, Democrats in Sac-
ramento are so committed to ending 
fossil fuels that the hoi polloi are 
simply going to have to make some 
sacrifices — such as living with 
blackouts as if the state were a Third 
World country. So shut up and broil, 
and wait for the Green New Deal to 
do this for the rest of America.

Indeed, the Green New Delusion has been 
promoted as a blueprint for the entire 
country. The likely disastrous result is, in 
part, why Joe Biden — when talking to 
“moderates” — has insisted that he does 
not support the Green New Deal. Yet, 
when Biden seeks support from “progres-
sives,” there is a different story. Biden’s 
own campaign website praises the GND, 
saying it is “a crucial framework for meet-
ing the climate challenges we face.”

The Green New Deal, under one form 
or another, is not going to disappear when 
the calendar turns. It is too important to the 
progressives calling so many Democratic 
shots. There is more to it than feel-good 
ecological catch phrases. As summarized 
by the Washington Examiner: 

The $93 trillion Green New Deal, the 
signature legislation of the climate 
alarmist movement, contains many 
items that are completely extraneous 
to the climate debate, and it does so 
by design. It aims to have government 
create jobs; to build massive new in-
frastructure; to guarantee “economic 
security for all people of the United 
States,” whether they want to work 
or not; to secure “healthy food”; to 
“promote justice and equity by stop-
ping current, preventing future, and 
repairing historic oppression”; to 
provide socialized healthcare and 
subsidized housing.

“Climate,” as noted by the Examiner, “be-
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Heat wave? California’s leading politicians say their state is burning because of global warming. 
But fires worldwide have declined, not risen, so it’s a local problem.
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came useful camouflage for a lot of really 
bad ideas.”

Still, there are many proponents — 
seemingly convinced that the globe is 
due to burst into flames and extinguish 
all mankind — who insist we must pay 
the high price because that will save the 
planet. Well, in a discouraging word, 
“nope.” 

There are pesky facts. Alan Reynolds, 
a senior fellow at the Cato Institute and 
former vice president of the First Nation-
al Bank of Chicago, has pointed out that 
American “passenger vehicles account 
for only about 2.4% of global greenhouse 
emissions. Since California accounts for 
11% of all U.S. light vehicles, totally 
abolishing all passenger vehicles in Cali-
fornia (not just the newest ones) might re-
duce global greenhouse gases by 0.26%.” 
That dud gives failure a bad name.

Moreover, as Reynolds explained for 
the American Institute for Economic 
Research, “Even literally abolishing all 
cars and light trucks in the entire United 
States would make only a trivial change 
in worldwide carbon and methane emis-
sions.” In addition, the existing fleet of 
vehicles — in California or nationwide or 
worldwide — is certainly not going to dis-
appear. So, as Reynolds concluded, even if 
all new American

electric vehicles had a nationwide 
market share of 20% by 2030, as op-
timists predict, each year’s new cars 
and light trucks make only a small 
change in the fleet — which would 
still be 93% gas and diesel vehicles in 
2030. It won’t matter anyway, since 
U.S. cars and light trucks now ac-
count for only about 2.4% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions.

There is another galling point about those 
electric cars. They have 1,000-pound bat-
teries that are largely imported and require 
extensive mining operations. Such batter-
ies are derived from countries with hei-
nous records (including child labor). Com-
munist China, as the Wall Street Journal 
has reported, controls about 70 percent of 
the world’s lithium supply and 83 percent 
of the anodes used in batteries.

And the mining needed for the batter-
ies would probably increase the U.S. de-
pendence on rare-earth minerals mined 
in Russia and China. This is a point that 
has been made by Mark Mills, a faculty 
fellow at Northwestern University and 
a senior fellow at the Manhattan Insti-
tute. Mills has also taken note of the fact 
that the United States imports about 90 
percent of solar panels and 80 percent 
of the key power components of wind 

turbines — crucial aspects of the Green 
New Deal.

If we do purchase “green-machine com-
ponents,” Mills has explained, this is “essen-
tially an export of both jobs and hydrocar-
bon consumption. Nonetheless, all EVs and 
all wind-solar is the stated goal in Califor-
nia. It’s also a key plank in the Democratic 
Party’s energy plan, as it is with many states 
and governments around the world.”

There is a larger picture — one that is 
understood by our enemies and competitors 
overseas. Here is a central part of it, as Mills 
pointed out in a Washington Examiner ar-
ticle (“The Myth of the Great ‘Energy Tran-
sition’”). For the United States, he writes,

the practical effect of implement-
ing a Green New Deal would be a 
complete reversal of import depen-
dencies. America is essentially self-
sufficient in petroleum and a net 
exporter of natural gas as a direct 
consequence of the shale-fracking 
revolution. But virtually all of the 
new demand for “energy materials” 
will come from imports, either di-
rectly or indirectly in the form of the 
green machine hardware and compo-
nents manufactured elsewhere.

If this upshot isn’t bad enough, even worse 
may be on the horizon. The prospect of 
a “climate lockdown” has actually been 
floated by a United Nations economist for 
an influential media site that calls itself the 
“world’s opinion page.” Mariana Mazzuca-
to, a University College London economics 
professor, warned in September that “in the 
near future, the world may need to resort to 
lockdowns again — this time to tackle a cli-
mate emergency.” This piece (“Avoiding a 
Climate Lockdown”) appeared on “Project 
Syndicate,” which has been heavily funded 
by, among others, leftist billionaires Bill 
Gates and George Soros. 

Friedrich Hayek, a quite different type 
of economist, also had a prescient admoni-
tion about crises. As Hayek put it, “‘Emer-
gencies’ have always been the pretext on 
which the safeguards of individual liberty 
have eroded.” n

— williaM p. hoaR
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False advertising: The Green New Deal would hardly mean a green America. Not only would the 
Green New Deal ensure that we buy “green energy” devices from China, but it would also lead to 
the outsourcing of jobs as the cost of energy in this country skyrockets.
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I t’s said that “ignorance is 
bliss,” meaning that the 
less you know about is-

sues, the less stress you have, 
so you’re happier. But as life 
unwinds behind me, I increas-
ingly see that that is not true. 

A case in point: It is com-
mon for poor blacks to lament 
their poverty and perceived 
inequality in America, though 
college scholarships for hard-
working black students are 
abundant and Nigerians in 
America, who value educa-
tion, have a median income 
well above the U.S. national 
average. Too, the highest-
earning race in America is 
Asian, not white, and married blacks suffer less from poverty 
than whites. If black Americans knew enough about their eco-
nomic predicament to know that it is not racism keeping them 
poor, but rather a reliance on subsistence handouts from Big 
Government that was brought into being mainly by the Demo-
cratic Lyndon Johnson administration — and Democrats since 
that day — their circumstances could quickly change.

Then there’s the lack of understanding about religion and the 
pain that deficiency causes. Daily riots in cities have been tak-
ing place for months, with many attacks made against Christian 
people and symbols. Graffiti and vandalism have been done to 
religious buildings and objects in the false belief that Christianity 
has fostered racism and inequality. In truth, Christians have been 
almost solely responsible for great gains in women’s empower-
ment, minority empowerment, and individual rights and freedoms. 
Meanwhile, anti-Christian rioters have destroyed neighborhoods 
and made innocent residents’ lives miserable, spreading suffer-
ing in the name of justice — something that past, more-religious 
people would have vilified and stopped. And the so-called social 
justice being sought by rioters doesn’t focus on equality of oppor-
tunity and equality of treatment — hallmarks of Christian religion 
— it calls for giving advantages to one race over another. It also 
vilifies and attacks people who are innocent of racist behavior be-
cause they belong to a certain group and tries to intimidate people 
into acquiescing to demands through violence. This behavior can 
only lead to more hate, violence, and hurt. 

In a similar vein, as Americans have increasingly bought in to 
the notion that “sex without strings attached” should be encour-
aged — as is pushed by liberals the world over — the prevalence 
of dangerous sexually transmitted diseases has jumped and di-
vorce has skyrocketed. And children from divorced couples are 
far more likely to suffer from physical and sexual abuse, become 
abusers themselves, commit suicide, run away or become home-

less, have behavior disor-
ders, not graduate from high 
school, and end up in prison. 
Youth education about the 
negative consequences of the 
“free sex” lifestyle could save 
this country many tens of bil-
lions of dollars a year, and 
stop loads of human misery. 

Consequences caused by 
voting without educating 
oneself on the likely results of 
such a vote may be worse. For 
instance, many Americans in-
tend to elect representatives 
to “save the Earth” through 
mandating usage of solar and 
wind power. Others plan to 
achieve open borders or put 

government fully in charge of medical care.
Regarding mandates requiring wind and solar power, even a 

little thought about the subject would find problems with the stor-
yline. While the would-be Earth-saviors rail against corporate ex-
ecutives for polluting and raping the Earth out of greed, they also 
believe that those same executives refuse to switch to free, renew-
able energy sources such as wind and solar that would provide 
them limitless piles of money merely by investing in the technol-
ogy. To believe both things is simply ridiculous. And the truth is 
that executives have resisted “renewables” — despite government 
subsidies for more than 30 years — because solar and wind power 
are very expensive, unreliable, and inefficient, and there isn’t yet 
a less-than-astronomically-expensive method to store the huge 
amounts of electricity that would be needed for times when the 
wind stops or the sun is not out (such as nighttime).

As to open borders, a 2017 study by the group Federation for 
American Immigration Reform shows that in education expenses, 
welfare benefits, law-enforcement and medical payments, and 
miscellaneous costs, illegal immigrants cost state, local, and na-
tional governments about $116 billion per year, yet they pay only 
about $19 billion in taxes — quite literally picking Americans’ 
pockets. And if we legalize them, they become eligible for Social 
Security benefits and increased welfare. America is already going 
into debt at a rate of about a trillion dollars per year, bankrupting 
the country, so imagine our problems if the 160 million people 
who have said in surveys they want to move here actually come. 

Finally, there’s what’s called Medicare for All. Not only do coun-
tries with similar systems have atrociously long waits for medical 
care because care is rationed, but the government-run healthcare 
we already have in America — Indian Health Service and the Vet-
erans Administration — are renowned for wasting money, long 
waits, poor treatment, fraud, and more. Again, nonsense.

In retrospect, there’s no doubt ignorance is not bliss. n

Ramifications of Voting Without Understanding Issues
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Plan Ahead. Shop Now!

ThisThisChristmasChristmas

The Robert Welch Presentations — SIX DVD SET
The Robert Welch Presentations capture the best of Welch’s uniquely prophetic speeches from 
1959 to 1974. These speeches established the philosophical foundation and grass-roots 
organization of The John Birch Society and provided the impetus for today’s rapidly grow-
ing movement to restore freedom under the Constitution. The set includes six DVDs: 1. The 
Life of John Birch; 2. An Intro to the JBS, What Is the JBS, and An Invitation to Membership; 
3. The Touch of Sanity; 4. The Truth in Time; 5. In One Generation  — Part 1; 6. In One 
Generation — Part 2, Look at the Score. (2009ed, 553 total minutes, $29.95ea) DVDSRWP

Historical Prints — SET OF SIX
Includes three documents (Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, and Constitution) 
and two paintings, plus a “free” Call to Arms print. ($39.95ea) HISPRINTS

2021 JBS Calendar
Plan your activism activities with this new JBS monthly calendar. It includes available 
start and end dates for state legislatures and valuable coupon codes, exclusive to calendar 
buyers, for ShopJBS.org! Made in the USA! (2020, 1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea, 5+/$5.00ea)
 CALJBS21

We the People Lapel Pin
(1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 5+/$5.95ea) 
JPINWTP

JBS Eagle Lapel Pin
(1/$4.95ea; 2-4/$3.95ea; 5-9/$3.00ea; 
10+/$2.50ea) JPINJBSE

JBS 60th Anniversary Pin
($4.95ea) JPIN60

TNA Ceramic Mug 
(1/$14.95ea; 2+/$13.95ea) MUGTNA

JBS 60th Anniversary 
Ceramic Mug 
($12.95) MUGJBS60

JBS 60th Anniversary 
Chunky Mug 
(1/$7.95ea; 2+/$6.00ea) 
MUGJBSCH60

The Life and Words of Robert Welch
View Robert Welch, a man who learned to read at age two, entered college at 12, struggled 
to success in industry, and launched a movement that ultimately became the largest force 
against communism and collectivism in the entire world. (2020ed, 332pp)
HB (1/$19.95ea; 2-4/$18.95ea; 5-11/$15.95ea; 12-23/$12.95ea; 24+/$9.95ea)  BKLWRWHB
PB (1/$14.95ea; 2-4/$13.95ea; 5-15/$10.95ea; 16-31/$8.95ea; 32+/$5.95ea)  BKLWRWPB
HB and PB set (1/$19.95ea; 2+/$18.95ea) SETBKLWRW

The New American Binder
The perfect way to protect and preserve your copies of The New AmericAN magazine. 
Holds one full year (24 issues, 1/$14.95ea; 2-5/$13.95ea; 6-9/$12.95ea; 10+/$11.95ea)
 TNABINDER

Birchtionary — BOOKLET
Designed for John Birch Society activists, this booklet defines words and terms used by 
JBS members. Entries range from JBS “in-house” terminology to words pertaining to the 
globalist agenda that are relatively unknown to most Americans. Perfect for new members. 
(2018ed, 53pp, 1-9/$3.95ea; 10-49/$3.70ea; 50-74/$3.45ea; 75-99/$3.20ea; 100+/$2.95ea)
 BKLTJBSB

Hover your phone’s camera over the 
smart code to order online. 201109Go to ShopJBS.org to order these and other gift ideas!




