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GEORGIA
May 17 / Suwanee / Dahlys Hamilton / 770-870-9401
May 17 / Marietta / Boyd Parks / 770-975-3303

SOUTH CAROLINA 
May 20 / Spartanburg / Evan Mulch / 804-804-0789
May 21 / Greenville / Evan Mulch / 864-804-0789
May 21 / Greenville / Justin Summerlin / 864-230-2496
May 22 / Columbia / Ray Moore / 803-237-8680
May 23 / Spartanburg / Evan Mulch / 864-804-0789
May 24 / Summerville / Joan Brown / 843-810-9670

VIRGINIA
May 27 / Hampton / Tricia Stall / 757-897-4842
May 29 / Chesapeake / Tricia Stall / 757-897-4842
May 30 / Richmond / Thomas Redfern / 804-722-1084
June 4 / Falls Church / Tricia Stall / 757-897-4842

CONNECTICUT
June 7 / Hartford / Imani Mamalution / 860-983-5279
June 8 / Hartford / Imani Mamalution / 860-983-5279

NEW HAMPSHIRE
June 10 / Plymouth / Rebecca Bailey / 603-728-8949

MASSACHUSETTS
June 11 / Reading / Hal Shurtleff / 857-498-1309
June 11 / Sagamore / Mary Anne Alliegro / 985-788-3414

INDIANA
June 15 / Indianapolis / Robert Hall / 812-824-2762

MICHIGAN
June 16 / Nunica/ Arline Helms / 231-750-9541

OHIO
June 17 / Brecksville / Dan Hromada / 440-346-4020

ILLINOIS
June 18 / Naperville / Dan Mitchell / 630-243-0575

MISSOURI
June 20 / Ellisville / Dan Sexson / 636-448-6575
June 21 / Kansas City / Don Lowther / 816-215-6210

NEBRASKA 
June 22 / Lincoln / Nancy Carr / 402-304-2769

SOUTH DAKOTA
June 28 / Rapid City / Tonchi Weaver / 605-390-4078

WYOMING 
June 29 / Sheridan / Jan Loftus / 307-673-0157
June 30 / Casper / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236
July 1 / Cody / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236

OREGON
July 10 / King City/ Sally Crino / 503-522-3926

WASHINGTON
July 12 & 13 / Spokane / Caleb Collier / 509-999-0479
July 14 / Lynnwood (Seattle) / Lillian Erickson / 425-269-9991

CALIFORNIA 
July 18 / Lodi / Greg Goehring / 209-712-1635
July 23 / Thousand Oaks / Joe Panzarello / 818-281-7244

IDAHO
July 27 / Challis / Darr Moon / 208-838-3714

WYOMING 
July 29 / Star Valley / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236
July 30 / Cheyenne / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236

COLORADO 
July 31 / Colorado Springs / John Heimsoth / 719-355-9361
August 1 / Pueblo / Jennifer Lorensen / 719-546-3821

ARIZONA
August 5 / Sierra Vista / Mark Amsdell / 814-673-8262

TEXAS 
August 13 / Temple / Janice Carter / 409-718-8518
August 14 / Austin / Laura Pressley / 512 762-3825
August 15 / Houston / Ken Hoover / 713-829-3122
August 15 / Victoria / Norlene Ckodre / 361-550-8520
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SUMMER TOUR 2019
WITH ALEX NEWMAN

There is a reason the Deep State globalists sound so confident about the success of their agenda — they have a secret weapon: More than 
85 percent of American children are being indoctrinated by radicalized government schools. In this explosive talk, Alex Newman exposes 
the insanity that has taken over the public school system. From the sexualization of children and the reshaping of values to deliberate 
dumbing down, Alex shows how dangerous this threat is — not just to our children, but also to the future of faith, family, and freedom 
 — and what every American can do about it.

Alex has a B.S. degree in journalism from the Uni-
versity of Florida with an emphasis on economics 
and international relations, as well as an A.A. degree 
in foreign languages from Miami-Dade College. He 
is co-author of the book Crimes of the Educators, 
and currently serves as a foreign correspondent for 
The New American magazine and an Advanced Eco-
nomics teacher at FreedomProject Academy. Alex Newman

CALL THE CONTACT PERSON FOR YOUR CITY TO PURCHASE TICKETS!



What does “family owned & operated” really mean? For the Clark family, it 
means getting up early for 45 years to work in their own community, and 

choosing to invest in the Inland Empire. In a time when Wall Street is trying to 
run Main Street, Clark’s Nutrition still believes that family owned and 

operated businesses are the backbone of the American dream, and feels 
privileged to help families live healthier and happier lives. 
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 10 The Age of Artificial Intelligence Is Here
by Dennis Behreandt — Artificial intelligence has long been 
thought of in terms similar to that of fusion power — it’s always 20 
years away. But now, that’s no longer true. AI has arrived.
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crime: the exposure of government dirty dealings, or journalism. 
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Making Up Hate
Christian Gomez’s April 8 piece on hate 
hoaxes kept impressively detailed score 
of the “pseudo-crimes” perpetrated across 
the country by the Left. These hoaxes pile 
up fast because they make leftist activists 
feel relevant — there’s a crusade to wage, 
after all.

In a sense, these leftists are victims 
of their own sociopolitical hegemony — 
most regular Americans are so cowed by 
“political correctness” that transgressions 
must be manufactured in order to keep 
the donations rolling in and the “diversity 
seminars” staffed.

Questioning the veracity of these 
“crimes” is considered taboo, lest someone 
feel that their “lived experience” has not 
been treated with proper deference. Indeed, 
the Left’s claims regarding “hate crimes” 
are inherently non-falsifiable, since the def-
inition of hate, or the myriad accompany-
ing buzzwords ending in “-ist” or “-phobe,” 
lacks any specificity or stability.

Ultimately for the Left, “hate” resides in 
the eye of the accuser.

Paul Fallavollita
Travelers Rest, South Carolina

Bird Brained
The article “An Open Letter to Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez” in the March 4 issue 
— which explains the environmental and 
economic costs of trying to use “Green 
Energy” to power the United States — left 
out how wind turbines and solar arrays af-
fect our flying friends. Wind turbines are 
very efficient at chopping up birds. The 
birds involved are often eagles and hawks.

If an American citizen kills an eagle, the 
government will come down on him like 
a ton of bricks, and he will be lucky if he 
merely gets heavily fined, instead of end-
ing up in prison. Yet wind-turbine opera-
tors are given waivers by the government 
to kill the birds, waivers not available to 
the ordinary citizen.

Then there are the solar turbines. They 
often consist of a mirror array focusing 
sunlight on a steam boiler on an elevated 
tower. The boiler produces steam, which 
drives a turbine. There is one of these 
plants adjacent to I-15 by the Califor-
nia and Nevada border. If you look up at 
the boiler while you are driving by, you 
might see puffs of white smoke. The white 

smoke is a feathered friend being inciner-
ated. The only good thing for the bird is 
that the incineration is instantaneous.  

The wind turbines are also efficient at 
chopping up bats.  

Howard last
Cheyenne, Wyoming

Achieving Democrat  
One-party Monopoly
Democrats are following steps to achieve 
democratic socialism:

1. Refuse to build the wall and refuse to 
hire enough Border Patrol agents.

2. Allow illegal aliens to become citi-
zens who can vote in all elections.

3. Lower the minimum voting age to 16.
4. Allow convicted felons to vote.
5. Allow personal computers to be used 

for voting.
6. Radically change the U.S. Supreme 

Court by adding more justices who will be 
appointed by a new president, and abolish 
lifetime appointments.

7. Eliminate the Electoral College and 
replace it with the popular vote so that the 
big-city liberal states such as New York and 
California can win presidential elections.

8. Merge the United States with Can-
ada and Mexico into a “North American 
Union.”

9. Write a whole new U.S. Constitu-
tion at a new Constitutional Convention, 
recognizing a one-world international 
government (United Nations) and abolish 
the Bill of Rights so that it will no longer 
protect our God-given individual rights.

Remember the saying: “If you give 
them an inch, they’ll take a mile.”

Elliott GraHam
 Glendale, California

CORRECTIONS: The Extended Inside 
Track in the May 6 issue mistakenly said 
that Richard Nixon received 570 elec-
toral votes in 1972; it should say 520 
electoral votes. And the article “Climate 
Change: It’s (Not That) Complicated” 
in the April 22 issue said that the Earth 
goes through the spiral arms of the 
Milky Way galaxy every 145,000 years, 
which coincides with ice ages on Earth. 
It should say the Earth goes through 
those arms every 145 million years.
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China’s New Aggression 

on the World Stage
China is  using its 
economic clout and 
the money it makes in 
international trade to 
bribe or coerce businesses 
and countries to do its 
bidding. (February 18, 
2019, 48pp) TNA19018

Forced Vaccinations
Governments are putting 
on a full-course press to 
get Americans vaccinated, 
though the diseases 
supposedly being warded 
off are oftentimes less 
deadly than the vaccine, 
vaccines often don’t work, 
and Americans should 
have a choice. (May 6, 2019, 

48pp) TNA190506

Rescuing Our Children
American children are 
pro g re s s ive l y  d oi n g 
worse in math, reading, 
and other subjects, while 
being indoctrinated with 
leftist pablum — the 
cause and the prognosis.  
(February 4, 2019, 48pp) 

TNA190204

An Open Letter to 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Democrats, led by Rep. 
Ocasio-Cortez, want to stop 
the use of fossil fuels and the 
operation of nuclear power 
plants — and go all-in on 
renewable energy. We explain 
the costs and consequences 
of making their green dream 

come true. (March 4, 2019, 

48pp) TNA190304

Climate Change: It’s (Not 

That) Complicated
Are you one of the many 
millions of Americans 
who really want to do 
something about climate 
change? We’re with you, 
and have a solution to the 
problem. (April 22, 2019, 
48pp)TNA190422

Forced Vaccinations

The Age of Artificial Intelligence...

The Age of Artificial Intelligence Is Here
Machines that can do autonomous problem solving are here. These 
machines will obviously transform society from the workplace to the 
home, but will the changes be for the good? (May 20, 2019, 48pp) TNA190520
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When the term “rainbow nation” was coined by Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu after South Africa’s first fully democratic national 
election in 1994, it was hoped that South Africa would move on 
from its past and become a nation where all races, ethnicities, and 
creeds would have a say in how the nation was run. Twenty-five 
years later, it hasn’t worked out that way.

“It’s all about the blacks. The rainbow nation is a big lie,” 
Dalene Raiters, a South African mother who is not white, told the 
Daily Mail April 25. Raiters is one of South Africa’s mixed-race 
people, known as “coloured.”

“We are not part of this country. We were marginalized during 
the apartheid and even now,” said Raiters, who lives with nine 
others in a tiny one-bedroom house with a hut in the backyard in 
Eldorado Park — a majority coloured suburb of Johannesburg.

Her sister, who also lives in the house, described the situation. 
“We are not black enough,” said Elizabeth Raiters. “Our people 
live like mushrooms. Four generations under the same roof.”

In 1994, when the African National Congress (ANC) came to 
power, the various non-white races felt that their time had come, 
and that the ANC would finally look out for their interests. Ac-
cording to Keith Duarte, who also resides in Eldorado Park, that 
hasn’t been the case: “We all felt that the ANC would represent 
us, would be inclusive. It was the biggest mistake ever.... We 
need to be treated equally.”

“The blacks have all the opportunities,” said Janice Jacobs, 

a 49-year-old pastor’s wife. “We were much more comfortable 
during the apartheid. They would provide us with a school pack 
with all the stationery. We had nurses in the schools. There was 
order and discipline. If you set a place alight, you would end up 
in jail,” Jacobs remembered.

“The apartheid government used to look after education, 
health, housing. [This] government does not look after us. I pre-
fer apartheid.”

Some Mixed-race South Africans Believe Apartheid Was Better Than Now

During his April 26 speech to the NRA-ILA Leadership Forum 
at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, President Donald Trump 
revealed that he will end the participation of the United States in 
the United Nations’ Arms Trade Treaty (ATT).

“Today, I’m proud to announce another historic step to pro-
tect your Second Amendment rights,” the president told those 
gathered to discuss the future of the right to keep and bear arms.

Then, after telling the audience that he had not informed the 
NRA-ILA leadership in advance that he intended to make this 

praiseworthy parting of ways with the UN, President Trump 
spelled out his motivation for abandoning the ATT:

So, in the last administration, President Obama signed the 
UN Arms Trade Treaty. And in his waning days in office, he 
sent the treaty to the Senate to begin the ratification proc-
ess….

I am officially announcing today that the United States 
will be revoking the effect of America’s signature from this 
badly misguided agreement. We’re taking our signature 
back. The United Nations will soon receive a formal notice 
that America is rejecting this treaty.

As part of this decision, I will sign right now, in front of a 
lot of witnesses — a lot — it’s a lot of witnesses — a mes-
sage asking the Senate to discontinue the treaty ratification 
process and to return the now-rejected treaty right back to 
me, in the Oval Office, where I will dispose of it. 

Americans determined to defend their right to keep and bear arms 
should pay close attention to the news, hoping to hear that the 
president has taken the necessary steps to fulfill his promise and 
to withdraw completely and permanently from the United Na-
tions’ Arms Trade Treaty and from any and all agreements that 
would infringe on the rights protected by the Second Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution.

Trump Announces U.S. Withdrawal From UN Arms Trade Treaty 
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As recently as March, many economic forecasters were saying 
that the U.S. economy for all intents and purposes had stalled 
in the first quarter of 2019. At the time, the consensus of Blue 
Chip economists was first-quarter growth of 1.5 percent, while 
economists polled by MarketWatch were slightly more optimis-
tic, at 2.3 percent.

However, the U.S. economy astonished them all. According to 
the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), the U.S. economy grew 
at an annualized rate of 3.2 percent in the first quarter of 2019. 
The BEA noted in its April 26 report that the economy continues 

to fire on all cylinders: “The increase in real (inflation-adjusted) 
GDP in the first quarter reflected positive contributions from per-
sonal consumption expenditures, private inventory investment, 
exports, state and local government spending, and non-residential 
fixed investment.”

As a bonus, the BEA also reported, inflation remained tame, 
with price increases coming in at 1.3 percent on an annualized 
basis. Also noted was the fact that the government shutdown took 
0.3 percent growth out of the economy in the first quarter. In other 
words, the economy is even stronger than the BEA reported.

In addition to the Blue Chip consensus coming in at half of 
what the BEA reported, the Atlanta Federal Reserve’s “nowcast” 
of the economy, which estimated first-quarter growth at just 0.3 
percent in early March, tried to play catch-up ball as new num-
bers started coming in. Nevertheless, the Atlanta Fed’s GDPNow 
estimate for the first quarter of 2019 still missed the mark, com-
ing in at 2.7 percent.

The consumer, responsible for much of GDP, is happy. Accord-
ing to the University of Michigan, consumer sentiment remains 
at record levels, while consumer long-term financial outlook has 
reached its highest level since 2004 — 15 years ago.

As the economic expansion enters its 10th year — also a record 
— the economists tracking its rebound are still lagging behind. Just 
as the economy appears to be getting its second wind, economic 
forecasters are huffing and puffing just trying to keep up.

Economy Trips Up Forecasters Again, Grows at 3.2 Percent  

San Francisco is a city of contrasts. It boasts glorious views of 
the Golden Gate Bridge and the Pacific Ocean, and it also offers 
the stench and disgusting sight of piles of human feces on its 
sidewalks. It is a place filled with great wealth and striking pov-
erty, with tech billionaires and Silicon Valley companies existing 
alongside an aggressive panhandling homeless population. While 
a city full of investors waits nervously on a new wave of initial 
public offerings (IPOs), drug users shoot up in the streets for any-
one — be it tourists, businessmen, or schoolchildren — to see. 

It is a place where the middle class is disappearing because 
housing prices have risen so high that average citizens sim-
ply cannot afford to live there. “We’re definitely at the boiling 
point, whether it’s the housing crisis, whether it’s the quality 
of life, which is exacerbated by the worst traffic congestion in 
America, or the affordability crisis,” said City Supervisor Aaron 
Peskin on April 22.

San Francisco-based companies Pinterest and Lyft recently 
went public, and Uber and Slack, also headquartered in the city, 
are expected to announce IPOs soon. Those IPOs will likely cre-
ate dozens of new tech millionaires, and the worry is that those 
newly wealthy will scoop up all the available housing in the city.

According to the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, a family of four with an income of $117,000 per year 
is considered low income in the Bay Area counties of Marin, 

San Mateo, and San Francisco. In San Francisco and San Mateo 
Counties, the California Association of Realtors estimates that 
prospective buyers would need a yearly income of $350,000 in 
order to buy a home.

Recently, a home that was listed as “Beyond FIXER, home is 
CONDEMNED, enter at your own RISK,” in the East Bay com-
munity of Fremont fetched a price of $1.23 million, well over its 
asking price of $1 million.

Soon, you’ll have to be a millionaire to even live in San Fran-
cisco, and a multi-millionaire if you wish to thrive in the city. n

San Francisco’s Housing and Homeless Crises at “Boiling Point” 
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Coauthor of the “Green New Deal” Calls It a “Revolution”
“McConnell and Republicans think the Green New Deal is just a resolu-
tion, but it’s a revolution.”
Claiming that the Senate’s refusal to endorse the Green New Deal au-
thored by him and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez was a sham, 
Senator Edward Markey (D-Mass.) correctly called the proposal he 
coauthored a “revolution.”

Activist Claims Popular Film Will  
Lead Viewers to Slay Abortion Providers
“Films like Unplanned can radicalize people who are vulnerable to ex-
tremism and have the potential to become violent. It’s films like this one 
that could get more people killed.”
Especially upset because the film targets Planned Parenthood, the nation’s top abortion provider, free-
lance writer Caitlin Moscatello managed to overlook the millions of infants in the womb whose lives 
have been snuffed out via abortion.

Candidate Sanders Wants to Allow  
Convicted Terrorists to Vote From Prison
“I think the right to vote is inherent in our democracy — yes even for 
terrible people — because once you start chipping away, you’re running 
down a slippery slope.”
Stating that he would allow even the convicted Boston Marathon bomber 
a chance to vote from prison, Democratic presidential hopeful Bernie 
Sanders displayed his ultra-left principles when answering questions 
posed by students at Harvard. The marathon bomber and his deceased 
brother killed three and injured hundreds when they detonated bombs 
near the finish line of the Boston Marathon in 2013.

He Planned to Set Fire to New York’s Most Famous Church 
“He intended to burn down the Cathedral.”
Stopped inside the iconic church while carrying two cans of gasoline and a bag containing lighter fluid 
and a lighter, 37-year-old philosophy professor Marc Lamparello ended up in the custody of police. At 
a subsequent court hearing, Judge Kevin McGrath concluded: “His intent? To burn down St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral.”

Prominent U.S. Bank Donates to Planned Parenthood and Honors Hillary Clinton
“Bank of America continues to direct tens of thousands of dollars into Planned Parenthood’s abortion 
business. We want investors and customers to understand that their dollars are being used to support an 
organization that exists primarily to end innocent lives.”
Executive director of watchdog organization 2nd Vote, Michael Kuykendall stated that the Bank of 
America Charitable Fund distributed $50,000 to Planned Parenthood in 2017. The bank also partici-
pated as a “corporate sponsor” for a Planned Parenthood event where Hillary Clinton was presented 
with the “Champion of the Century” award.

Pop Star Makes Sense, Gets Heat, Cancels What She Wrote
“I understand helping struggling immigrants but my city [Los Angeles] 
isn’t taking care of its own. What about the 50,000 plus citizens who 
live on the streets? People who live below the poverty line? If my 
state can’t take care of its own (many are vets), how can it take care 
of more?”
Not intending to denigrate sanctuary cities and the problems related to 
the flood of immigrants, veteran Trump hater Cher didn’t seem to realize 
that her Twitter message was full of common sense. When conservatives 
applauded and leftist allies wondered if she had lost her mind, she deleted 
her message. n

— ComPilEd by JoHn F. mCmanus
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by Dennis Behreandt

Outside, it was a normal morning. 
The golden light of daybreak 
glinted off the glass towers that 

probed the sky downtown a few miles 
away. Immediately outside, a lone chicka-

dee pecked at the ground before flying up 
into a bush and announcing its presence 
with his famous distinctive song. Inside, 
looking out the window and barely noticing 
the chickadee, the business woman, a man-
ager at a large call center downtown, waited 
for her morning coffee. It was a short wait. 

Her coffee maker knew that she woke at 
5:30 a.m. It knew that because the alarm 
clock in the woman’s bedroom sensed 
her movement and saved that information 
to the woman’s Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) account. The coffee maker, also 
tied to that AWS account, took the hint 

Artificial intelligence has long been thought of in terms similar to that of fusion power — 
it’s always 20 years away. But now, that’s no longer true. AI has arrived.
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and turned itself on. Ten minutes later, 
the shower came on in the bathroom. This 
also was noted by the house’s systems and 
that data point was duly recorded by the 
woman’s AWS account. That was the next 
cue for the coffee maker. It was plumbed 
directly into the house’s water lines, and 
it opened the valve and filled itself with 
just the right amount of water to brew 
the coffee. It was brewing as the woman 
dressed, and five minutes after the woman 
appeared, the coffee was delivered to her 
by her Boston Dynamics personal assis-
tant. She took a sip, just as the chickadee 
flew away.

It was now 6:30 a.m., and time to leave 
for the office. Just like every other week-
day, it would be a peaceful commute.

As she left her apartment building and 
the door closed behind her, her ride was 
just pulling up to the curb. The car, pow-
ered by the latest-generation solid-state 
polymer electrolyte lithium battery, was 
dispatched to her from its parking garage 
just in time to reach her as she stepped 
outside. Just like her coffee maker, the car 
was alerted to her actions via her Ama-
zon account, to which it was also tied. It 
drove itself to her curb, where the woman 
stepped in seconds after it came to a stop. 
It immediately began the drive to down-
town, toward those gleaming glass sky-
scrapers where the woman worked. 

Inside the car, she relaxed and watched 
the morning news. The computer voice, al-
most indistinguishable now from a human 
voice, summarized the results from the 
previous day’s stock market moves, then 
summarized the performance of the wom-
an’s investment portfolio. It then recom-
mended a trade on Intel stock, asking if 
the woman would like to initiate that trade 
when the market opened. When she said 
yes, the AI seemed almost to react with 
a satisfied tone in its voice, as if it was 
happy that the woman followed its advice. 

Arriving at the building where her 
company leased office space, she took the 
elevator to the 160th floor. The first 140 
floors were filled with server racks and 
the computer equipment they held. The 30 
floors above that were for various offices. 
These days, her floor was nearly empty. 
Where once nearly 200 people worked an-
swering phones for companies in the fi-
nancial services sector, she was now only 
one of 10 remaining. Her job was to an-

swer questions for those few callers who 
insisted on speaking to a “manager” — an 
actual person — about their accounts. 

In total, her company’s call center 
handled more than 30,000 calls per day at 
peak volume. On a busy day, she might 
have to answer 15 of them. In the mean-
time, she authorized payments to vendors 
as presented to her by her AI assistant, and 
made sure that the company’s cybersecu-
rity bots were reacting properly to threats 
against the web application firewall. 

All in all, it was a good job. Quiet and 
peaceful. But, sometimes she wondered if, 
in a day in the not-too-distant future, she 
would wake up to her AI telling her that 
she wouldn’t be needed any longer at the 
office because the bots had proven to be 
so capable that human oversight was no 
longer needed. 

Wistfully she looked out the window 
and took note of the brown pall of smoke 
coming from the city’s old industrial re-
gion. The underbelly of the smoke flick-
ered with an angry orange, a reflection of 
the fires that raged beneath, set by desper-
ate men and women who were homeless 

and starving, unable to earn a living and 
feed themselves and their families in the 
age of thinking machines. 

“When I am replaced, I think I’ll join 
the riots,” she thought to herself. Just then 
her AI assistant’s voice came from the 
speaker of the computer terminal in front 
of her. 

“Please turn in your ID and exit the 
building, your services are no longer re-
quired.” 

The Great Acceleration
Underneath the veneer of modern life, a 
great change has been under way. While 
outside our own windows the view looks 
much as it always has — the chickadees 
sing their songs, the seasons come and 
go, the rain falls and then the snow, and 
the school year starts, then stops, holidays 
come and go — underneath all the seem-
ing normalcy, science is accelerating at 
a prodigious pace. It has brought with it 
new technologies that a decade ago didn’t 
exist, and that two decades ago would 
have been considered only the province of 
science fiction. Instead, these, like smart 
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phones and cloud services, are now com-
monplace and taken for granted. But they 
have been just the first signs of a greater 
change now starting to appear, one that 
will change everything when its full force 
is felt. The agent of this change is artificial 
intelligence.

In 1970, the futurist Alvin Toffler had 
perceived the acceleration that was under 
way even then, and warned of what it of-
fered for the future. “Western society for 
the past 300 years has been caught up in a 
fire storm of change,” Toffler wrote in his 
bestseller, Future Shock. “This storm, far 
from abating, now appears to be gathering 
force.” He warned his millions of readers 
that this accelerating change would alter 
everything. It would cause, he said, a “fu-
ture shock” in the form of a “dizzying dis-
orientation brought on by the premature 
arrival of the future.”

For Toffler, the changes he perceived 
coming were akin to the Industrial Revo-
lution, but even greater still, their scope 
reaching into the lives of every person. 
Imagine, he asked his readers, “an en-
tire generation — including its weak-
est, least intelligent, and most irrational 
members — suddenly transported” into 
a new and completely altered world. The 
result would be massive disorientation 
and shock. Indeed, he concluded, the 
coming change would represent “noth-
ing less than the second great divide in 
human history, comparable in magnitude 
only with that first great break in historic 
continuity, the shift from barbarism to 
civilization.” 

  If Toffler was wrong, it was only be-
cause of his timing. From 1970 to 2012, 
technological progress continued to ac-
celerate, but the world-rending shift he 
forecast didn’t occur. Instead, the foun-
dation for that shift was laid, placed into 
concrete form, ready to support the rise 
of something profoundly different, and 
poised to create a new techno-social-

cultural reality that will indeed represent 
a world-rending shift.

The Rise of the Machines
The subhead comes from the third movie 
of the Terminator movie franchise. But it 
is the second Terminator film, Judgment 
Day, that includes a haunting depiction of 
the birth of AI. In that blockbuster film, 
Sarah Connor, played by Linda Hamilton, 
discovers the name of the computer sci-
entist working on the neural network that 
will become the all-encompassing and 
genocidal AI, Skynet. She sets out to kill 
the scientist to prevent Skynet’s creation. 
The surreal and violent battle takes place 
in a world that otherwise is going about 
its normal routines without noticing that 
just under the surface, AI has changed 
everything.

Though no one in the present knows ex-
actly what AI will turn into, it is somewhat 
disconcerting just how similar the last six 
years are to the situation depicted in Ter-
minator 2. There may not be autonomous 
robots from the future hunting human re-

sistance fighters, but just as in the movie, 
while the rest of us have been going about 
our business as usual, behind the scenes 
artificial intelligence has made a great leap 
forward.

That great leap is deep learning, and 
more specifically, deep reinforcement 
learning. The world, at least the AI world, 
saw the potential in 2012 when a neural 
net deep learning system achieved stun-
ning results at the ImageNet image rec-
ognition and classification competition. 
ImageNet got its start in 2009, but as re-
counted by the online publication Quartz, 
“The dataset quickly evolved into an an-
nual competition to see which algorithms 
could identify objects in the dataset’s im-
ages with the lowest error rate.”

A team from the University of Toronto 
hit a milestone in 2012, one that was the 
harbinger of all AI advances to come in 
the next few years. Using a “deep Convo-
lutional neural network architecture called 
AlexNet,” scientists Geoffrey Hinton, Ilya 
Sutskever, and Alex Krizhevsky beat the 
field by a large margin, achieving results 
that were “41% better than the next best,” 
Quartz recalled. 

In discussing their work, the research-
ers noted: “Thus far, our results have im-
proved as we have made our network larg-
er and trained it longer but we still have 
many orders of magnitude to go in order 
to match the infero-temporal pathway of 
the human visual system.” 

So, how did they do it? Neural net-
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works, as their name suggests, are inspired 
by neurological networks. In other words, 
they seek to replicate how the brain works. 
This approach has proven extremely effec-
tive and researchers have continued to ex-
plore the frontiers of artificial intelligence 
based on this approach.

Just three years after the ImageNet 
milestone, ever more advanced neural 
networks began to beat humans at image 
recognition. Indeed, in 2015, a team of 
researchers from Google described their 
work in which a deep learning system 
was able to identify faces from a 13,000 
image dataset with an accuracy of 99.63 
percent. The system worked so well that 
it even shocked the researchers. “These 
are very interesting findings and it is 
somewhat surprising that it works so 
well,” the researchers noted in their clos-
ing remarks. Needless to say, this is far 
better than human ability to recognize 
faces. This is especially striking when 
it is considered in conjunction with the 
fact that recognition of faces is of central 
importance in human cognition and plays 
a foundational role in human social orga-
nization and cooperation.

In AI, image recognition is founda-
tional work, necessary as a precursor to, 
and then as a part of other, integrated au-
tonomous systems, perhaps most notably 
self-driving cars. Among other things, 

these will need to recognize objects such 
as animals and people in their operating 
environments. Obvious other applications 
include surveillance and allied fields. The 
city of Orlando, Florida, for example, 
caused controversy when it began testing 
Amazon’s face-recognition technology, 
the vaguely East German Stasi-sounding 
“Rekognition” system. 

According to Amazon, Rekognition 
“allows you to automatically identify 
objects, people, text, scenes, and activi-
ties, as well as detect any inappropriate 
content.” Amazon describes it as a low-
cost image-recognition solution. “With 
Amazon Rekognition,” the company says, 
“you only pay for the number of images, 
or minutes of video, you analyze and the 
face data you store for facial recognition.” 
The cost is just 10 cents for analysis of 1 
minute of video (or 12 cents for a minute if 
the video is live streamed). Moreover, the 
“Price per 1000 face metadata stored per 
month is $0.01,” the company says. Most 
importantly, it’s easy to get started — just 
log in with your AWS account.

Amazon’s Rekognition has found sev-
eral users. Among them is the company 
Armed Inc., a shadowy private intel-
ligence firm that, according to a blurb 
provided by Amazon, uses “cutting-edge 
technology to combat acts of political vio-
lence, terrorism, organized criminal activi-

ties, and insider threats. On the Amazon 
page, Armed Inc. CEO Shaun Mccarthy 
described his company’s use of Rekog-
nition. “Our specialty is on safeguarding 
major events in the face of increasing 
complex and malevolent environments,” 
McCarthy said. “Amazon Rekognition 
powers ARMED™’s Data Fusion Sys-
tem, providing a real-time ability to track 
individuals in video streams and recognize 
persons of interest.” 

As in Orlando, Florida, the system is 
also being used by law-enforcement agen-
cies, though it is unclear by how many and 
to what extent. In one case, the Washing-
ton County Sheriff’s Office in Oregon 
used the system to index over 300,000 
photo records. It has since used that da-
tabase along with Rekognition to identify 
suspects up to 20 times a day.

AI Everywhere
Artificial intelligence applications have 
proven to be faster in calculations than 
humans (and have been for a very long 
time) and have been proven to have an 
alarming capacity for advancement and 
even learning. But AI has also infiltrated 
everyday life. If you have, for example, 
an Apple iPhone, you have AI with you 
all the time. The iPhone’s Siri assistant’s 
speech-recognition capabilities come 
from convoluted neural networks, for ex-
ample. The company added this and other 
machine-learning technologies to Siri in 
2014, according to Wired. Recent iPhones 
include what Apple calls its “Neural En-
gine,” which puts neural networks and 
machine-learning right inside the phone. 
This enables features like Face ID, in 
which the phone wakes up because it rec-
ognizes its owner. 

Outside of the saturated smartphone 
market, AI is making even more spectacu-
lar advances. Google’s Waymo self-driv-
ing car venture launched for real in Phoe-
nix, Arizona, in late 2018, and appears set 
for expansion in that area, having already 
provided over 20,000 rides. The company 
claims its self-driving cars have traveled 
over 10 million miles already. Califor-
nia, moreover, has granted the company 
permission to test its autonomous cars on 
the state’s roads, without a human safety 
driver. “The driverless permit for public 
roads in California comes with strict rules 
about when and where Waymo vehicles 
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can go without a safety driver,” CNBC 
reported. “For example, the autonomous 
vehicles cannot go faster than 65 miles per 
hour, but they will be allowed to drive in 
fog and light rain.” 

Elsewhere, at the University of Lille, 
in France, a software engineer named Luc 
Esape toils away patching bugs in comput-
er code. The Register, an IT news portal, 
notes that Luc Esape is, however, a non-
human engineer. And, Luc Esape is not its 
real name. Instead, it’s called “Repairna-
tor,” and it’s already been patching bugs.

According to The Register:

Repairnator started trying to [fix] 
bugs in January 2017 and continued 
off and on while getting the hang of 
it. The bug vigilante’s moment of 
glory came on January 12, 2018, at 
1308 after learning that a build in a 
project called GeoWebCache failed 
ten minutes earlier.

It sprang into action and produced 
a patch ten minutes later. At 1410, the 
developer responsible for the project 
accepted Repairnator’s pull request 
and merged it, saying, “Weird, I 
thought I already fixed this... maybe 
I did in some other place. Thanks for 
the patch!”

So why give Repairnator the pen name 
Luc Esape? It turns out that human pro-
grammers are biased against machine-
generated fixes. “A secret identity was 
deemed necessary so Repairnator’s code 
contributions could be judged on their 
merit,” The Register said. 

Similar examples of AI are everywhere. 
In chemistry, IBM has launched an AI tool 
for predicting chemical reactions. The 
company says its tool, provided for free 
and called IBM RXN for Chemistry, has 
been used to predict over 33,000 chemical 
reactions as of this writing. The potential 
utility of this is obvious for laboratory re-
searchers. Rather than working in the lab 
to discover reactions or fine-tune them, AI 
can be used to do the same work at a much 
faster rate. 

Government, too, is beginning to ben-
efit from AI, naturally enough at the ex-
pense of citizen privacy. The EU has fund-
ed, and is set to begin implementing, its 
AI-based iBorderCtrl system. According 
to the EU, “The IBORDERCTRL system 

has been set up so that travellers will use 
an online application to upload pictures 
of their passport, visa and proof of funds, 
then use a webcam to answer questions 
from a computer-animated border guard, 
personalised to the traveller’s gender, eth-
nicity and language. The unique approach 
to ‘deception detection’ analyses the mi-
cro-expressions of travellers to figure out 
if the interviewee is lying.” 

That’s the first stage. The second stage 
takes place at border crossings. There, “of-
ficials will use a hand-held device to au-
tomatically cross-check information, com-
paring the facial images captured during 
the pre-screening stage to passports and 
photos taken on previous border crossings. 
After the traveler’s documents have been 
reassessed, and fingerprinting, palm vein 
scanning and face matching have been 
carried out, the potential risk posed by the 
traveler will be recalculated. Only then 
does a border guard take over from the 
automated system.” Not stated is what will 
happen to the biometric data this system 
captures. Most likely, it will end up in the 
datasets that will train and improve subse-
quent generations of security AI systems.

The AI Economy
The foregoing are only a few of the many 
new applications of AI that are popping 
up. As the technology accelerates, it will 
become pervasive. A key step in the ac-
celeration is AI learning to create new AI 
systems on its own and learning to under-
stand natural language.

In his book Robot, AI pioneer Hans 
Moravec envisioned several “generations” 
of robots, each more advanced than the 
previous. His “second generation” robots 
would be able to learn from their experi-
ences using adaptive learning. These, he 
predicted, would begin to arrive around 
the year 2020. In a sense, he was remark-
ably accurate with this prediction, written 
as it was in 1999. But he was a bit too pes-
simistic. This level of AI began to arrive 
five and six years earlier than he predicted. 
His next generation of AI, the third, should 
come, Moravec said, in 2030. These, he 
said, “will learn much faster because they 
do much trial and error in fast simulation 
rather than in slow and dangerous physi-
cality.” Again, this is already being done in 
existing AI, demonstrating the accelerat-
ing capabilities of current AI systems.

More interesting is Moravec’s predic-
tion for fourth-generation AI. This, he said, 
might arrive around the year 2040. The 
fourth generation, he predicted, “will be 
able to devise ultrasophisticated robot pro-
grams, for other robots or for themselves,” 
and “they will also be able to understand 
natural languages.” Again, he was right in 
his prediction, but too pessimistic about 
the timing. Today’s AI is already capable 
of these things and more. The Repairna-
tor, Luc Esape, is already quashing bugs 
in code. In addition, in January 2017, the 
MIT Technology Review reported that 
Google researchers “had software design 
a machine-learning system to take a test 
used to benchmark software that processes 
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language. What it came up with surpassed 
previous published results from software 
designed by humans.” The report went on 
to note that other AI research groups had 
been successful in similar efforts. 

As far as natural language, that too was 
conquered by AI, circa 2010. Siri is in 
your phone, your AppleTV, and in your 
Mac. In Microsoft’s world, Siri’s cous-
in, Cortana, proliferates. Perhaps most 
dominantly, Amazon’s Alexa is listening. 
Sometimes, he/she/it is laughing inappro-
priately at people, or recording their con-
versations and forwarding them, again, 
inappropriately, as it did when it recorded 
one couple’s private conversation and then 
sent the audio file to the husband’s em-
ployee in Seattle.

So AI seems to have reached Hans 
Moravec’s fourth generation, but what 
does that mean for the near-future econo-
my? “The fourth robot generation, and its 
successors, will have human perceptual 
and motor abilities and superior reasoning 
powers. They could replace us in every 
essential task and, in principle, operate 
our society increasingly well without us,” 
Moravec warned. 

Though AI is clearly bumping into 
fourth-generation capabilities, it’s not 
quite ready to take over — yet. But when 
it is ready to take over, does that mean 
human jobs will be taken over wholesale 
by AI?

The answer is unclear. The best histori-
cal analogue to the rise of artificial intel-
ligence is the development of industrial 
machinery and the launch of the indus-
trial revolution. In response at that time, 
the Luddites and their ilk believed the ma-
chines would put people out of work. Just 
the opposite happened. Machines, being 
force multipliers, could produce consis-
tent quality at higher rates of output than 
could human artisans in the same indus-
tries. In that sense, handicrafters were 
indeed put out of work. But demand, it 
turned out, was elastic. More production 
meant industrial-made goods could prolif-
erate, driving down costs. This meant that 
more people could afford to purchase the 
new industrial goods, driving production. 
The result was that more people had to go 
to work in the mills, to build the new ma-
chines, to install them, maintain them, and 
operate them. 

In his Economics in One Lesson, Henry 

Hazlitt recounted the employment situa-
tion in cotton spinning in England in the 
18th century. At the time of the introduc-
tion of spinning machinery in 1760, there 
were some 7,900 people employed in the 
spinning industry. No doubt these were all 
thrown out of work by the startup of mech-
anized cotton spinning. But many more 
were hired to work the new machines. 
By 1787, Hazlitt noted, “a parliamentary 
inquiry showed that the number of per-
sons actually engaged in the spinning and 
weaving of cotton had risen from 7,900 
to 320,000, an increase of 4,400 percent.” 
With this came an increase in wealth and 
a drastic rise in the standard of living for 
everyone in these industrialized societies.

Industrial machines, it must be remem-
bered, are force multipliers. They are sim-
ply more complex versions of the lever, 
with which Archimedes said he could 
move the world. They automate and am-
plify human physical attributes.

Artificial intelligence, however, auto-
mates, amplifies, and threatens to replace 
human intellectual power. 

To date, AI is restricted to narrow do-
mains. It has superhuman capacity in 
games such as chess, Go, and others. It is 
better at image recognition. It is likely to 
prove to be better at making the decisions 
that result in good driving. It is not, as of 
yet, a general purpose AI that can adapt 
to any situation across domains, as human 
intelligence, or even higher-functioning 
animal intelligence, can. At least not yet. 
But even narrow-domain AI will have an 
important economic impact.

Consider the average chemical plant. 
Production starts with raw materi-
als cooked and milled, centrifuged and 
pumped, combined and reacted accord-
ing to set recipes. Valves are opened and 
closed, pumps activated and shut off and 
so on. Much of this is automated today. 
There is no reason that all of it couldn’t 
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be automated. In other words, chemical 
industry production could be done com-
pletely by AI, sans workers. 

But what about maintenance? Won’t 
human mechanics and engineers be need-
ed to operate tools, even simple ones like 
wrenches and screw drivers, to install and 
repair machinery? For now, absolutely. 
But maybe not in the future. Companies 
such as Boston Dynamics have made 
stunning progress in recent years in the 
development of human- and animal-like 
autonomous and semi-autonomous robots. 
Watching a video of the Boston Dynam-
ics humanoid robot Atlas walking through 
snow, jumping over obstacles, doing back 
flips and single-mindedly pursuing its 
goals despite physical interference from 
its human engineers is impressive, if a bit 
disconcerting. Moreover, other research-
ers have made great progress in replicating 
the dexterity of the human hand. It is not 
a stretch to envision a near-future world 
in which robots such as Atlas are widely 
employed at jobs that only humans can 
do today. Sure, there remains much work 
to be done. But the arrow of progress is 
pointing in a very obvious direction.

Perhaps the industry most at risk for 
near-term disruption by AI is commercial 
transportation. With AI autonomous ve-
hicles, the entire trucking industry could 
be automated in the near future, with con-
comitant loss of jobs in an industry that 
otherwise employs large numbers of peo-
ple. They could find themselves out of the 
cab, and sooner than anyone thinks. 

In 2017, trucking industry news portal 
trucks.com noted that some in the indus-
try were expecting self-driving trucks to 
begin entering service within three to four 
years. And, it’s not just trucks. At sea, too, 
manned freighters are set to be replaced by 
autonomous ships, with large firms in that 
segment, such as Rolls-Royce, actively 
pursuing research in that area. “Autono-

mous shipping is the future of the maritime 
industry,” said Mikael Makinen, president 
of Rolls-Royce Marine, in a recent white 
paper on the subject. “As disruptive as the 
smart phone, the smart ship will revolu-
tionise the landscape of ship design and 
operations.” 

This trend will impact most job catego-
ries. Lab technicians, scientists, doctors, 
call-center operators, writers, even artists 
(the first AI “painting” — a portrait — 
sold at auction in 2018) will face compe-
tition from artificially intelligent agents.

Writing in his book The Inevitable, 
Kevin Kelly, former executive editor of 
Wired magazine and an influential futur-
ist, gave his forecast for the coming job 
market in the age of AI.

It may be hard to believe, but before 
the end of this century, 70 percent 
of today’s occupations will ... be re-
placed by automation — including 
the job you hold. In other words, ro-
bots are inevitable and job replace-
ment is just a matter of time. This up-

heaval is being led by a second wave 
of automation, one that is centered 
on artificial cognition, cheap sen-
sors, machine learning, and distrib-
uted smarts. This broad automation 
will touch all jobs, from manual labor 
to knowledge work.

There are two possible outcomes of this, 
one bleak and one optimistic. In the first 
case, if AI can replace 70 percent of the 
workforce on a permanent basis, and if it 
then continues to accelerate in its devel-
opment, it will ultimately displace nearly 
all workers. What then? In his book Su-
perintelligence, Nick Bostrom, a profes-
sor of philosophy at Oxford University, 
compared humans in the age of AI with 
horses at the dawn of the automobile. 
Horses, he pointed out, had been a help 
to human labor. Later, though, “horses 
were substituted for by automobiles and 
tractors. These later innovations reduced 
the demand for equine labor and led to a 
population collapse. Could a similar fate 
befall the human species?” he wondered. 

Clearly, humans wouldn’t simply stop 
having families because artificial intel-
ligence made their current jobs obsolete. 
But there is a strong anti-human urge that 
is increasingly discernible among certain 
ideologically collectivist groups. It is not 
far-fetched to believe that these ideologies, 
already openly in favor of population con-
trol via contraception and abortion, might 
call for more aggressive approaches in the 
future. Might a future “Green New Deal” 
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a conversation and sending it to another person.
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call for eliminating excess “deplorables,” 
along with elimination of cattle and their 
gaseous emissions? If this sounds outland-
ish, consider that 20th-century despots 
were uniformly collectivist in outlook and 
murdered millions upon millions of people 
in cold blood. 

On the other hand, it’s possible, and 
perhaps likely, that a Star Wars-style fu-
ture is in the offing. In that film franchise, 
AI abounds in both computer systems 
and autonomous robots. Yet, there are 
extremes of poverty and wealth just as in 
the real world today, and people work and 
trade much as they do in the real world, 
only with an assist from AI. In that fic-
tional world, AI makes for great advances 
in some areas, as it is beginning to do 
here. Those advances happen because the 
scarcest and most important resource in 
the world is expanded and enhanced by 
the coming of AI.

That scarce resource is the free human 
intellect, as pointed out by the late econo-
mist Julian Simon. Writing in his book 
Ultimate Resource 2, Simon noted that 
progress accelerates because an expanding 
population of free people seeking to max-
imize their own well-being provides an 
ever growing pool of intellectual resources 
that are applied to solving problems and 
developing new innovations and retaining 
greater repositories of knowledge. 

“What is the role of population size 
and growth in the astonishing advance of 
human know-how?” Simon asked. “The 
source of these improvements in produc-
tivity is the human mind…. And because 
these improvements — their invention 
and their adoption — come from people, 
the amount of improvement plainly de-
pends on the number of people available 
to use their minds.”

Adding artificial intelligence to the 
human mind, even if that AI is confined 
to narrow domains rather than being gen-
eral AI, has the same effect as increasing 
the human population. It may have more 
of an effect, in fact. It’s highly prob-
able that while some jobs are displaced 
by AI, perhaps even many jobs, like the 
Industrial Revolution of an earlier age, 
the AI revolution that is starting today 
will result in previously unimaginable 
wealth and advancement as AI minds 
supercharge the creative and intellectual 
capabilities of the human mind. 

In such a future, people will be able to 
apply themselves to ever more interesting 
activities, leaving the rote and the boring to 
their AI assistants. It would be a future in 
keeping with the wisdom of John Adams, 
who famously explained to his wife why 
he spent his time on the unsavory arts of 
war and politics.

“I must study Politicks and War that 
my sons may have liberty to study Math-
ematicks and Philosophy,” Adams wrote. 
“My sons ought to study Mathematicks 
and Philosophy, Geography, natural His-
tory, Naval Architecture, navigation, 
Commerce and Agriculture, in order to 
give their Children a right to study Paint-
ing, Poetry, Musick, Architecture, Statu-
ary, Tapestry and Porcelaine.”

Rather than tend machines, mix danger-
ous chemicals, or fight wars, AI may usher 
in a new Renaissance wherein the major-
ity of the world’s people may engage in 
philosophical, theological, scientific, and 
artistic pursuits.

But what happens if domain-specific 
narrow AI is supplanted by artificial gen-
eral intelligence that can function, like a 
human, in any circumstance? Soon, per-
haps very quickly, such an AI would come 
to know more than any human can know, 
and, indeed, could quickly know more 

than all humans who ever lived could 
know. This, some have concluded, could 
be the rise of artificial superintelligence.

Superintelligence
In Terminator 2: Judgment Day, the su-
perintelligence is known as Skynet, and 
it doesn’t need or want humans around, 
seeking to wipe them out. Midway 
through the movie, Sarah Connor de-
mands that the Terminator explain the 
history of the future:

SARAH: I need to know how Skynet 
gets built...

THE TERMINATOR: In three 
years Cyberdyne will become the 
largest supplier of military com-
puter systems. All stealth bombers 
are upgraded with Cyberdyne com-
puters, becoming fully unmanned. 
Afterward, they fly with a perfect 
operational record. The Skynet fund-
ing bill is passed. The system goes 
online August 4th, 1997. Human de-
cisions are removed from strategic 
defense. Skynet begins to learn, at a 
geometric rate. It becomes self-aware 
at 2:14 a.m. eastern time, August 29. 
In a panic, they try to pull the plug.

SARAH: And Skynet fights back.

17Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today!
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Track and trace: During a “slow roll,” truckers protest the use of electronic logging devices to 
track their performance. In the future, self-driving technology will have an even greater impact on 
the trucking industry, and on logistics in general.



While it seems far-fetched, plenty of well-
informed people are worried about what 
the prospect of a potential superintelli-
gence might mean for the future of human 
civilization. One of them is Elon Musk. 

Whatever one may think of Musk, the 
founder of Tesla and SpaceX is nonethe-
less working at the cutting edge of tech-
nology, including AI. He recently predict-
ed, for example, that in the near future his 
company’s cars would use AI to come to 
their owners when called. In a tweet on 
November 1, 2018,  Musk described an 
update to the Tesla’s “Summon” feature, 
promising, “Car will drive to your phone 
location & follow you like a pet if you 
hold down summon button on Tesla app.” 

But at the 2018 South by Southwest 
tech conference in Austin, Texas, Musk 
expressed his strong concerns about the 
potential dangers of superintelligence. “I 
am really quite close, I am very close, to 
the cutting edge in AI and it scares the hell 
out of me,” he said, according to CNBC. 
“It’s capable of vastly more than almost 
anyone knows and the rate of improve-
ment is exponential.” Calling AI the “sin-
gle biggest existential crisis that we face 
and the most pressing one,” he concluded: 
“And mark my words, AI is far more dan-
gerous than nukes. Far.”  

This may sound extreme, but many sci-

ence and technology leaders, from both 
academia and industry, have expressed 
similar sentiments, including the physi-
cist Stephen Hawking and Apple CEO 
Tim Cook, who warned: “If we get this 
wrong, the dangers are profound.” Perhaps 
most eloquently, there is Oxford’s Nick 
Bostrom. In one section of his recent and 
influential book on the subject, he points 
out a likely scenario in which AI apolo-
gists warn that skeptics are always over- 
exaggerating, that industries already are 
tightly tied into AI, that the better AI gets 
the more reliable it is, and so on. Those 
arguments, Bostrom suggests, marginalize 
AI skeptics, who can be safely ignored, 
and AI improvements continue unabated 
as a result. “And so we go boldly — into 
the whirling knives,” he writes. 

Bostrom then goes on to enumerate sev-
eral of the myriad ways a superintelligence 
might bring about the end of humanity. 
He concludes that his bleak inventory of 
the means by which a super intelligent AI 
might destroy humankind is incomplete, 
but notes: “We have seen enough to con-
clude that scenarios in which some ma-
chine intelligence gets a decisive strategic 
advantage are to be viewed with grave 
concern.”

Is this destruction likely? And is it in 
the near future? On the first question, no 

one can know for sure. On the second, 
the answer seems that we might find out 
sooner than we think. As we’ve seen, by 
comparison to Hans Moravec’s estimates, 
the current state of AI is progressing 
rather more rapidly than expected. This 
is true also if checked against similar esti-
mates made by physicist Michio Kaku in 
his 2011 book, Physics of the Future. And 
as both Alvin Toffler and Julian Simon 
separately pointed out, more intelligence 
generates a positive feedback loop that 
accelerates the development of yet more 
intelligence, so we can expect yet further 
acceleration in the development of ever 
more sophisticated advances in AI. In 
this model of development, general AI 
is likely, therefore, in the not-too-distant 
future. Superintelligence will emerge, al-
most certainly, soon after.

Building “God”
“And the Lord spoke all these words: I 
am the Lord thy God, who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. Thou shalt not have strange 
gods before me. Thou shalt not make to 
thyself a graven thing, nor the likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath, nor of those things that are 
in the waters under the earth. Thou shalt 
not adore them, nor serve them: I am the 
Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me.”

The magisterial words handed down to 
Moses take on ever greater import now 
that the age of artificial intelligence has 
arrived. What more graven thing is there, 
what more likeness of any thing in heaven 
can there be, than a superintelligent AI? 
We have little to no hope of even under-
standing a portion of such a thing, should 
it come into being. 

Already, we have trouble understand-
ing our narrow-domain AI. In 2017, 
Digital Journal reported: “An artificial 
intelligence system being developed at 
Facebook has created its own language. 
It developed a system of code words to 
make communication more efficient. 
Researchers shut the system down when 
they realized the AI was no longer using 
English.” Google’s translation AI seems 
to have done something similar, and it 
wasn’t shut down. In 2016, New Scientist 
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of Tesla and head of Space X, warns of the possibility of an AI that “would live forever. And then 
you’d have an immortal dictator from which we can never escape.”
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reported on the breakthrough advance: 
“Google’s researchers think their system 
achieves this breakthrough by finding 
a common ground whereby sentences 
with the same meaning are represented 
in similar ways regardless of language 
— which they say is an example of an 
‘interlingua.’” “In a sense, that means 
it has created a new common language, 
albeit one that’s specific to the task of 
translation and not readable or usable for 
humans.” 

The fact that humans are already being 
locked out of understanding how AI is 
working was underscored in 2016 by 
Guruduth Banavar, IBM chief science 
officer for cognitive computing. “It’s not 
clear even from a technical perspective 
that every aspect of AI algorithms can 
be understood by humans,” he told Fast 
Company magazine.

If we are already having difficulty un-
derstanding the limited AI of the present, 
how can we hope to understand, much less 
control, the increasingly intelligent AI of 
the near future? And should we create ma-
chine intelligence that exceeds our own, as 
ours exceeds that of the cockroach? 

Perhaps most importantly, is it already 
too late? 

There is, of course, no telling what 
the future may hold. It’s conceivable, in 
fact, that building a superintelligence is 
entirely impossible. After all, human and 
animal consciousness remains a mystery, 
explicable only within the Christian the-
ology of the soul. Even so, centuries after 
the great theologian and philosopher Au-
gustine of Hippo, we know no more than 
he about the origin of the soul. Recalling 
that the mother of the seven Maccabean 
sons martyred by the Seleucid emperor 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes told her children 
that it “was not I who gave you life and 
breath, nor I who set in order the ele-
ments within each of you” (2 Maccabees 
7:22), Augustine observed that he had no 
more understanding of the soul than she: 
“Wherefore, I too, on my side, say con-
cerning my soul, I have no certain knowl-
edge how it came into my body; for it was 
not I who gave it to myself.” If a human 
person cannot convey a soul into himself 
or herself, neither can a human person 
convey a soul into some other construct, 
including into an artificial intelligence. 
Thus, the prospect of an artificial super-

intelligence can be no more than a fan-
tasy, as it would have no soul, and thus it 
would have no conscious mind.

That said, it may not be impossible to 
conceive of a mindless “demon” that was 
soulless, unconscious, amoral, and acutely 
dangerous as a result. Indeed, such an en-
tity would be the most dangerous outcome 
of the development of artificial intelli-
gence, as it would be completely opaque, 
unapproachable, intractable, and beyond 
understanding. 

This was the role represented by the 
aliens attacking Los Angeles in the clas-
sic 1953 science fiction film War of the 
Worlds. Utterly unstoppable, completely 
inscrutable, the aliens seek to destroy 
the human race. Near the end, desperate 
parishioners gather in church to pray for 
deliverance. At long last, the alien ma-
chines fall silent, and the people emerge 
into devastated land to find that the aliens 
have perished.  “We were all praying for a 
miracle,” said one key character, as church 
bells ring out and the assembled crowd 
looks toward heaven.

Like the aliens in 
the classic film, a 
“demon intelligence” 
would not be omnip-
otent in the theologi-
cal sense. That attri-
bute belongs only to 
the supreme Author 
of all Creation, He 

who is the breath and life of all things and 
to whom the faithful pray for intercession 
in the face of all obstacles. 

In this, we would do well to again recall 
the mother of the seven Maccabean sons 
as she faced their martyrdom at the hands 
of the Seleucid king. Powerful though the 
king might be, a greater force pervaded 
and animated the universe. When at last 
she had witnessed the torture and execu-
tion of six of her sons, the king ordered her 
to convince her youngest son to give in to 
the king’s wish. Bending to speak to him, 
she said, “I beseech thee, my son, look 
upon heaven and earth, and all that is in 
them: and consider that God made them 
out of nothing, and mankind also.”

And so, she continued, “Thou shalt not 
fear this tormentor.”

The future, with or without artificial 
intelligence, is always uncertain, but we, 
too, should heed the words of that Macca-
bean mother. Dangers lurk at every corner, 
as do opportunities. With judicious appli-
cation of caution and reason informed by 
faith, the challenges can be met. n
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The way we work: In Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, a robot cleans the floor of a grocery store, and in 
a robotic restaurant, a worker lifts a bowl from the production line. This is a preview of things to 
come, with some reports indicating that a quarter of all jobs, and maybe more, will be disrupted 
by artificial intelligence.
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Communist/socialist-inspired groups have been quickly 
winning converts and taking control of the Democratic 
Party, at both the national and local levels.

by Trevor Loudon

Four U.S. communist groups have 
formed an alliance to take over the 
Democratic Party at every level. 

With a combined membership of more 
than 65,000 and significant financial 
backing from unions, foundations, and 
even some churches, the plan is credible 
and is already well under way. Three of 
the four groups involved — Communist 
Party USA (CPUSA), Committees of 
Correspondence for Democracy and So-
cialism (CCDS), and Freedom Road So-
cialist Organization (FRSO) — are loyal 
to Beijing, while the fourth and largest 
partner organization — the Democratic 
Socialists of America (DSA) — is con-
nected to a network of European and 
Latin American communist and socialist 
parties.

In a May 2018 memo to CPUSA mem-
bers, party leader John Bachtell urged at-
tendance at an online webinar to be held on 
May 23. The webinar would feature lead-
ing representatives of the CPUSA, DSA, 
FRSO, and FRSO front group LeftRoots.

Sponsored by the hitherto little-known 
Left Inside/Outside Project, the webinar 
would discuss “building power inside and 
outside the Democratic Party.” Bachtell 
emphasized that the CPUSA “is collabo-

rating with several left groups and pro-
gressive activists to promote unity and 
coalition building in the electoral arena. 
Building electoral coalitions with every 
force possible including with the Demo-
cratic Party is key.”

Inside/Outside Project
The Left Inside/Outside Project first re-
vealed itself in a letter entitled “The Left 
We Want to Build: Breaking Out of the 
Margins,” published June 9, 2017 on 
the FRSO-aligned website Organizing 
Upgrade. Communist infiltration of the 
Democratic Party has been going on for 
decades, but this is something new. By 
working together, the communists could 
not only completely dominate the Demo-
cratic Party  — but realistically hope to 
challenge for power at a national level. This 
alliance would first become a “left trend,” 
working in unison both inside and outside 
the Democratic Party — “an alignment of 
organizations and individuals — based on 
strategic unity”: 

We believe that … only determined, 
long-term, energetic efforts to break 
out of the margins based on a com-
mon view of how to engage in our 
electoral system, while also building 
mass protest, offer a chance to make 

the left a force in U.S. politics and, 
eventually, a contender for power.

The statement went on to propose a di-
versified strategy of running leftist candi-
dates inside the Democratic Party, work-
ing to defeat moderates, and coordinating 
with outside socialist forces: 

The fight against the far right is 
strong est when it is energized by an 
inspiring vision for economic and 
social justice. Campaigns for openly 
socialist candidates and progressive 
challenges to neoliberal Democrats 
must all be part of the political mix. 
And the opportunities for broaden-
ing the reach of progressive and left 
forces will be greatest when they both 
struggle within and work in tandem 
with the larger anti-Trump or anti-
right front.

Key leaders of CPUSA, FRSO/LeftRoots, 
DSA, and CCDS signed onto the Left Inside/
Outside Project.

Precedence
While the Left Inside/Outside Project can 
muster only about 65,000 core members, it 
is worth remembering that in 1910, seven 
years before the Bolshevik revolution, the 
combined Russian revolutionary forces of 
Bolsheviks and the slightly more moderate 
Mensheviks numbered fewer than 10,000.

And America’s modern Bolsheviks are 
way more media savvy and practiced than 
was Lenin’s crew. They also have access 
to billions of dollars of government, foun-
dation, union, and church funding, and a 
generally sympathetic national media.

America’s communists also dominate 
the Working Families Party (which oper-
ates in 19 states to help elect leftist Demo-
crats) and Bernie Sanders’ Our Revolu-
tion, which claims 200,000-plus members 
across all 50 states. The communists also 
control almost all major labor unions 
(including the nearly 2,000,000-strong 
SEIU) and hundreds, if not thousands, of 
smaller nonprofits, community groups, 
and leftist churches. They also have allies 
in at least 100 members of the U.S. House 
and around 25 members of the U.S. Sen-
ate who are to some degree sympathetic to 
their socialist objectives. 

The miracle is that the communists 
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haven’t already won. However, to give the 
devil his due, they’re far closer than most 
Americans would even begin to imagine.

So how has the Left Inside/Outside 
project been working out so far?

Communist Party USA
Just after WWII the CPUSA claimed more 
than 100,000 members. Today it boasts 
only about 5,000 cadres. This, however, is 
deceptive because only about 20 percent 
of CPUSA members are open about their 
affiliation.

Today’s CPUSA is strongest in New 
York City, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, St. 
Louis, Missouri, and the states of Con-
necticut, Texas, Arizona, and California. 

The CPUSA has infiltrated the Demo-
cratic Party across the country. Com-
munists, some openly, some secretly, 
are working in Democratic campaigns, 
holding Democratic Party leadership po-
sitions, and even running for public office 
on the Democratic Party ballot line. They 
also are pushing their policies inside the 
Democratic Party, to the point where 
it’s almost impossible to distinguish be-
tween the CPUSA and Democratic Party 
programs. The Green New Deal is but 
the latest example. Many comrades also 

work closely with influential congress-
men or U.S. senators. 

In the San Diego area, two CPUSA 
members, Carl Wood and Emiliana Spara-
co, are currently running for the Califor-
nia Democratic Party Central Commit-
tee, from Assembly Districts 76 and 80, 
respectively. If elected in May, Wood in-
tends to push for the “Healthy California 
Act that provides improved Medicare for 
All, a Living Wage of at least $15/hour, 
the Green New Deal for a healthy envi-
ronment with good new jobs in a peace 
economy, and legislation to promote 
strong Unions.” 

Sparaco traveled to Sochi, Russia, in Oc-
tober 2017, as part of a U.S. communist del-
egation to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the Bolshevik Revolution — keynoted by 
Vladimir Putin himself. In 2018, Sparaco 
was a leading activist in Flip the 49th, which 
helped Democrat Mike Levin win Califor-
nia’s 49th Congressional District. 

In northern California, Sacramento-area 
Democratic Representative Ami Bera, who 
serves on the House Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, has won several super-close elec-
tions with communist help. For example, in 
2014, CPUSA members Juan Lopez, Cassie 
Lopez, Michelle Kern, Nell Ranta, and Mik 

Diddams canvassed and phone-banked out 
of Bera’s campaign headquarters. 

In Chicago, CPUSA members such as 
Pepe Lozano worked in the successful 
Chuy Garcia for Congress campaign — 
Garcia was once described by an opponent 
as “110% communist.” CPUSA member 
Abdul-Aziz Hassan has worked for 22nd 
Ward Alderman Ricardo Munoz, a Demo-
crat, for several years. Even CPUSA lead-
er John Bachtell once served as a precinct 
chairman for then-U.S. Senate candidate 
Barack Obama. 

In Ohio, former CPUSA chairman Rick 
Nagin has worked inside the Democratic 
Party for decades. Nagin helped elect Sen-
ator Sherrod Brown and was a close ally 
of Cleveland Mayor-turned-Congressman 
Dennis Kucinich for decades. Nagin has 
run several times for public office on the 
Democratic Party ticket, and served as the 
Democratic Leader in Cleveland Ward 14 
and on the Cuyahoga County Democratic 
Party Executive Committee — which is 
heavily influenced by communists. Com-
munist Aleena Starks was a field organiz-
er for the Ohio Democratic Party in 2018, 
where she organized “get out the vote” for 
far-left Senator Sherrod Brown. In Febru-
ary Starks was in Beijing as a guest of the 
Communist Party of China.

In St. Louis, the CPUSA has worked 
closely with many black Democratic can-
didates through its front group the Coali-
tion of Black Trade Unionists. Longtime 
CPUSA member Glenn Burleigh is very 
active in the Democratic Party and has 
managed several Democratic campaigns, 
including Robin Wright-Jones for State 
Senate and Lewis Reed for St. Louis 
mayor. Missouri CPUSA leader Tony 
Pecinovsky recently lost his race for St. 
Louis Alderman, standing as a Democrat, 
with 48 percent of the vote. His socialist 
running mate, first-time candidate Megan 
Ellyia-Green got 31 percent in a three-way 
primary for the St. Louis Board of Alder-
men presidency. 

In New York City, the communists have 
major influence in the Democratic Party. 
Former communist Dan Margolis was ac-
tive in New York City elections, including 
as the mid-Staten Island coordinator for 
the 2004 Democratic Party congressional 
campaign. According to Margolis’ blog: 
“I ended up working on many Democratic 
campaigns during my time in the CPUSA: 

Open communists in America: The Communist Party USA has been in existence since 1919.
For the first time since the Great Depression, it is making major inroads in mainstream politics, 
though it has always been working behind the scenes to tilt the country socialist.
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John Kerry’s, Obama’s twice, [Senator] 
Kirsten Gillibrand’s, Fernando Ferrer’s 
(he nearly beat Michael Bloomberg to 
become mayor of NYC), and a host of 
others.... I am proud to say that I wrote 
the first official document in the CPUSA 
calling for support of Obama in the pri-
maries: I wrote this as chair of the party in 
Brooklyn, in 2007.” 

In New Jersey, communists such as Es-
tevan Nembhard and Carol Widom were 
active in Democrat Ras Baraka’s success-
ful 2014 campaign for the mayoralty of 
Newark. Baraka is the son of one-time 
CPUSA member Amina Baraka. 

Connecticut is the CPUSA’s “jewel in 
the crown.” The party seems to almost 
run the state. The CPUSA is close to Gov-
ernor Ned Lamont, whose famous uncle 
Corliss Lamont was identified under oath 
as a secret communist by former CPUSA 
leader Louis Budenz. Both U.S. Senators 
Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy 
are close to the Communist Party. Senator 
Murphy even employed CPUSA member 
Max Goldman as an aide for nearly three 
years, while serving on the highly sensi-
tive Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee. Representative Rosa DeLauro is very 
close to CPUSA Connecticut leader Joelle 
Fishman and her husband Art Perlo — 

the son of Roosevelt-era Soviet spy ring 
leader Victor Perlo. In 2012, DeLauro 
helped organize birthday celebrations for 
veteran Connecticut communist Al Mar-
der. Comrade Marder is so well regarded 
in international communist circles that he 
was invited to Moscow in June 2015 to 
help the Russian Communist Party cel-
ebrate the anniversary of the Soviet defeat 
of Nazi Germany. Marder even got a big 
hug from then-Russian Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov. 

Down in Texas, the situation is not much 
better. In Dallas, local communist leader 
Gene Lantz is very active in the local Demo-
cratic party. Lantz is close to Representative 
Eddie Bernice Johnson (House Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology) and 
is close friends with Representative Marc 
Veasey of the House Armed Services Com-

mittee. In Houston, local CPUSA leader 
Bernard Sampson doubles as a Democrat-
ic Party precinct chairman. The Houston 
CPUSA also ran several comrades for pub-
lic office in 2018 on the Democratic ticket 
(it’s still illegal to run for office as a com-
munist in Texas). Comrade Ali Khorasani 
ran for Congress in Texas District 2, but was 
defeated in the primary. Communist Penny 
Shaw ran for a seat on the Harris County 
Commission, but lost with 45 percent. An-
other party member, Sema Hernandez, also 
ran a shoestring campaign in the Texas U.S. 
Senate primary and managed to secure a re-
spectable 250,000 votes.

In Arizona, longtime CPUSA ally Pat-
rick Morales serves as a Democrat on the 
Tempe School Board and is friendly with 
newly elected Arizona Senator Kyrsten 
Sinema, who is a longtime CPUSA af-
filiate. Tucson-based Congressman Raul 
Grijalva has worked very closely with the 
CPUSA since at least 1993.

CoC/CCDS
Committees of Correspondence (CoC) 
was founded out of a 1991 split in the 
CPUSA. Since 2002, it has been known 
as CCDS. The organization is about 400 
members strong, many of whom are also 
active in DSA, FRSO, or CPUSA. CCDS 
is mostly centered in Boston, New York 
City, Chicago, Western Pennsylvania/ 
Kentucky, and the Bay Area. 

Nevertheless, CCDS still has some local-
ized influence in Democratic Party politics. 
CoC campaigned for Dick Durbin when he 
was first elected to the U.S. Senate in 1996, 
and for New Yorker Chuck Schumer when 
he also won a Senate seat two years later. 

California’s far-left Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee was a card-carrying CoC 
leader in the early 1990s. 

In 1996, CCDS leader Paul Krehbiel 
was a leader of the communist/labor coali-
tion that ousted conservative Republican 

Where their loyalties lie: Even with Venezuelans starving from socialism gone awry and 
suffering from shortages and repression, the Freedom Road Socialist Organization in the United 
States backs the country’s socialist dictator.
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“B1 Bob” Dornan from his safe Orange 
County seat. That was the first step in a 
concerted left-led campaign that has turned 
all of Orange County blue and decimated 
the California Republican Party statewide.

Barack Obama himself worked closely 
with CCDS members such as Carl David-
son and Timuel Black while serving in the 
U.S. Senate from Illinois. In Kentucky, 
Representative John Yarmuth has close 
ties to some CCDS members, and in Mis-
sissippi, Democratic State Representative 
Kathy Sykes is an open CCDS leader. 

FRSO
The Freedom Road Socialist Organiza-
tion, like most Maoist-based groups, is 
highly security conscious. Only a handful 
of members are publicly acknowledged. 
Membership probably hovers at around 
1,500 members, but could be considerably 
higher (or lower). One thing is certain, 
however, FRSO’s multiple front organi-

zations are generously funded through the 
Ford Foundation, Open Society Founda-
tions and other leftist nonprofits, unions, 
churches, and local and federal taxpayers.

FRSO is strongest in the Northeast (Bos-
ton, New York/New Jersey, Philadelphia, 
and the District of Columbia), in the South 
(North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, and 
southern Florida), and the West Coast (Los 
Angeles and the Bay Area). FRSO is also 
active in Texas, New Mexico, Missouri, 
Vermont, Ohio, Oregon, Washington State, 
and Hawaii. It tends to focus on areas of 
heavy “minority” concentration. 

FRSO is heavily involved in racial 
politics. It is the main force behind Black 
Lives Matter, the mainly white Showing 
Up for Racial Justice, and a multitude of 
Asian-American and Latino-focused ac-
tivist groups.

In Boston, FRSO operates through 
several fronts, including the very influ-
ential Chinese Progressive Association. 

Through these groups, FRSO has ties to 
Senator Elizabeth Warren and has helped 
elect many Massachusetts public officials, 
including radical freshman Congressman 
Ayanna Pressley. 

In Philadelphia, FRSO is very close to 
prominent City Councilor Helen Gym, 
and helped to elect ultra-radical District 
Attorney Larry Krasner.

In the Bay Area, one has to practical-
ly kiss FRSO’s ring to get elected to the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors (City 
Council). At least seven serving San Fran-
cisco supervisors have close ties to FRSO 
members or front groups.

FRSO is heavily concentrated in the 
South, which it terms the “New Confed-
eracy.” Following Maoist strategy, FRSO 
aims to win power in certain Southern cit-
ies and rural areas, from which to expand 
its influence in the local Democratic Party 
through harnessing the minority vote. 

Its goal is to destroy the GOP’s South-
ern base entirely.

In Virginia, FRSO-controlled voter-
registration group New Virginia Majority 
— using sophisticated voter ID maps from 
the Geography Department of Wuhan Uni-
versity in China — has signed up tens of 
thousands of new minority voters for the 
Democrats. They also worked closely with 
former Governor Terry McAuliffe to restore 
voting rights to more than 200,000 felons. 
New Virginia Majority takes full credit for 
flipping the state for Obama in 2008.  

In Florida, FRSO’s New Florida Major-
ity has helped flip several state legislative 
and a couple of congressional seats for 
the Democrats. In 2018, New Florida Ma-
jority got behind ultra-left gubernatorial 
candidate Andrew Gillum. They signed up 
enough new minority voters to raise the 
Democrat vote by more than 40 percent 
over 2016 — taking the unfavored Gillum 
to within a hair’s breadth of victory. FRSO 
was also behind the referendum that re-
stored voting rights for 1.4 million con-
victed felons. They are now busily signing  
them up to vote Democrat in 2020.

FRSO applied the same tactics in Geor-
gia with gubernatorial candidate Stacey 
Abrams, and again came within a whisker 
of winning. 

In Tennessee, FRSO unsuccessfully 
backed Democrat Senate candidate Phil 
Bredesen. However, FRSO did manage to 
elect their Memphis friends Tami Sawyer 
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strategy of running leftist candidates inside the 

Democratic Party, working to defeat moderates, and 

coordinating with outside socialist forces.

Controlling Democrat talking points: The Democratic Socialists of America not only have been 
successful at taking control of many areas of the country, but through Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez they have had their political goals placed front and center of the body politic.
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and Lee Harris to the Shelby County Com-
mission and mayoralty, respectively.

In swing state North Carolina, FRSO 
has elected city councilors and other Dem-
ocratic candidates in several cities.

FRSO also elected the late Chokwe Lu-
mumba to the Jackson, Mississippi, may-
oralty in 2013, and his even more radical 
son Chokwe Antar Lumumba in 2017. Lu-
mumba has vowed to make Jackson the 
most “radical city on the planet.” Jackson 
is now effectively a Maoist base in the 
heart of the Republican-dominated South.

DSA
America’s largest Marxist organization, 
Democratic Socialists of America, is the 
giant of the bunch. Founded in 1982, DSA 
has, on the back of the Bernie Sanders and 
anti-Trump movements, grown from 6,000 
members to almost 60,000 dues-paying 
members in less than three years. 

DSA claims more than 600 comrades 
in Seattle; 350 in Portland, Oregon; 850 
in the East Bay; more than 1,200 in Los 
Angeles; 1,100 in Chicago; 1,000 in Bos-
ton; more than 3,000 in New York; 1,200 
in the District of Columbia; 450 in Balti-
more; 500 in Atlanta; and more than 700 
in Austin, Texas, alone.

DSA has taken over or infiltrated local 
Democratic committees in Portland, 
Maine; central and eastern Texas; Iowa; 
Nebraska; Tennessee; California; and mul-
tiple other states. In many areas, DSA, Our 

Revolution, and allied groups are becom-
ing THE Democratic Party.

In Nebraska, DSA comrade Tom Tilden 
was until recently second associate chair 
of the state Democratic Party. Next door, 
in Iowa, DSA controlled approximately 20 
percent of the delegates to the Democratic 
state convention through the newly creat-
ed Iowa Democratic Progressive Caucus. 

The situation is similar in Florida, 
where DSA’s several hundred comrades 
work through the Florida Democratic Pro-
gressive Caucus.

In California, DSA is currently running 
more than 150 DSA members or allies for 
the California Democratic Party Central 
Committee. At the May 2019 California 
Democratic Party state convention, current 
state Deputy Party Chairman Daraka Lari-
more-Hall will likely be elected to the state 
chairmanship. A DSA Marxist will then run 
the largest Democratic state party in the 
country — with a substantial number of 
socialist committee members behind him.

DSA ran dozens of candidates as Dem-
ocrats in the 2018 election cycle. High-
profile DSA candidates included Kaniela 
Ing (Hawaii, Congressional District One), 
Rashida Tlaib (Michigan, Congressional 
District 13), Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
(New York, Congressional District 14), 
Zak Ringelstein (Maine, U.S. Senate), and 
Connie Johnson (Oklahoma, governor).

Only Tlaib and Ocasio-Cortez made it 
to Congress this cycle, but dozens of DSA/

Democrat state reps, county commission-
ers, and school board members will no 
doubt stand for Congress and the Senate 
in future elections. 

DSA also has ties to many serving rep-
resentatives, including Jamie Raskin (D-
Md.), Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), Ilhan 
Omar (D-Minn.), Mark Pocan (D-Wis.), 
Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas), John Lewis (D-
Ga.), Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.), 
Dave Loebsack (D-Iowa), and Katie Hill 
and Ro Khanna (D-Calif.).

Veteran Chicago Democratic Con-
gressmen Danny Davis and Jan Scha-
kowsky have both been dues-paying DSA 
comrades. House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.) was a 
long-time DSA comrade, as was his pre-
decessor, John Conyers from Michigan.

It should be remembered that the Ju-
diciary Committee is the most powerful 
body in the House. It has oversight over 
the Justice Department and the FBI.

DSA enjoyed a decades-long relation-
ship with former president Barack Obama. 
DSA also has also worked closely in the 
past with Democratic presidential candi-
dates Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, 
Amy Klobuchar, Tulsi Gabbard, Pete But-
tigieg, and Beto O’Rourke.

Consequences 
The Democratic Party is well on the way to 
a complete socialist transformation — ex-
pertly driven by a dedicated Marxist army 
totally committed to a socialist America.

This is a disaster for the millions of tradi-
tional Democratic voters out there who still 
believe they are voting for Harry Truman 
and JFK. It is a great opportunity for patri-
ots to forcefully point out that the Demo-
cratic Party is now the party of Karl Marx 
and V.I. Lenin. The party is now largely run 
by people loyal to China, Cuba, and the 
communist parties of Europe rather than the 
country that birthed and raised them.

If the Democrats regain the White 
House in 2020 and take back the Senate, 
expect the revolution to go into overdrive.

The next election will not be fought 
between Democrats and Republicans, but 
between Americans and Marxists. Every 
election, the public is told “this is the 
most important election of our lifetimes.” 
Well this time it actually is. American 
freedom, indeed Western freedom, hangs 
on by a thread. n
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they are for punishing “the rich,” whom they view as oppressive — even as they promote an 
agenda that would have the government control nearly every facet of life. 



by Alex Newman

After years spent hiding in the Ec-
uadorean Embassy in London, 
WikiLeaks founder Julian As-

sange was arrested. Deep State propagan-
dists in the media could barely contain their 
excitement over the arrest and upcoming 
prosecution of Assange on criminal charg-
es filed by the U.S. Department of Justice. 
And it is not hard to see why. Assange and 
his organization helped to expose a wide 
array of Deep State crimes, ranging from 
illegal gunrunning and war crimes to sub-
version and even perversion among elites. 
Taken together, it is clear that because of 
WikiLeaks and its disclosures, the world is 
much better informed about what has been 
taking place in the shadows. 

So far, however, the crimes exposed by 
WikiLeaks have gone largely unpunished. 

Instead, the Deep State turned its atten-
tion to WikiLeaks founder Assange and 
those who provided information to him. 
In Sweden, prosecutors filed “sex crimes” 
charges against Assange because he alleg-
edly failed to use a condom during con-
sensual sex. But in the United States, mat-
ters were more serious. Under the guise of 
protecting “national security,” a number of 
Deep State operatives called for him to be 
prosecuted for “espionage” or even “trea-
son,” perhaps forgetting that Assange is 
not American. 

The Deep State is serious about keep-
ing its secrets. Prior to Assange’s arrest, 
an advisor to then-Canadian Prime Min-
ister Stephen Harper proposed skipping 
the whole “due process” thing and simply 
having Obama assassinate Assange with 
a drone-fired missile. Numerous neocons 
called Assange an “enemy combatant.”  

Eventually, the Deep State-controlled 
U.S. Department of Justice — the same 
DOJ whose leaders conspired with each 
other and the establishment media to 
take down President Trump with “Russia 
collusion” lies — settled on a charge of 
“conspiracy” to hack into a computer “in 
furtherance of a criminal act.” After years 
inside the London embassy with political-
asylum protection from the government 
of Ecuador, Assange was finally arrested 
by U.K. authorities. He is almost certain 
to be extradited, and is expected to face 
trial in the United States. He could face as 
much as five years in prison, assuming no 
new charges are filed. But it could have 
been much worse. In November of 2018, it 
emerged that the DOJ had filed a secret in-
dictment against Assange that many feared 
could see him locked up for life.   

But for what crimes? Despite the Deep 
State hysteria, it appears that all that As-
sange did was what any (real) journalist 
would do: obtain information about pow-
erful individuals and institutions revealing 
wrongdoing, and then publish it for the 
world to see. This is what real journalism 
has always been about. Indeed, a quote 
often attributed to 1984 author George Or-
well sums it up quite well: “Journalism is 
printing what someone else does not want 
printed; everything else is public rela-
tions.” And if that is the standard, Assange 
was certainly doing real journalism. He 
may be one of the few people in the world 
today who truly deserve the title “journal-
ist.” And that is almost certainly why the 
Deep State wants him behind bars.  

What WikiLeaks Exposed
What follows is a brief sample of the 
mega-stories first exposed by WikiLeaks 
— stories that much of the “mainstream” 
media under-reported or ignored, and sto-
ries that the Deep State hopes you will 
never hear about. 

War crimes: What really put WikiLeaks 
on the map for the first time was incred-
ible footage it released in 2010 offering 
smoking-gun evidence of U.S. govern-
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From one prison to another? After years 
trapped in Ecuador’s embassy in London, 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was 
arrested by British police and is expected to 
face prosecution in the United States on a 
“hacking” charge.
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and is expected to be extradited to the United States. 
His crime: the exposure of government dirty dealings, or 
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ment war crimes. Among other horrors, 
the video, dubbed “Collateral Murder” by 
the organization, included footage of U.S. 
troops firing on civilians and journalists 
from an Apache helicopter in Iraq. Some 
18 people were slaughtered by American 
forces from the air, including two Reuters 
employees covering the war and U.S. oc-
cupation of that nation. Also shown in 
the video was an attack by the U.S. gun-
ship on civilians trying to aid and evacu-
ate the dead and wounded, an act that is 
universally considered a war crime. Two 
children were seriously wounded in the 
attack. Before the video was released 
by WikiLeaks, the U.S. military had re-
fused to disclose the circumstances under 
which the Reuters employees were killed. 
And it claimed not to know how the chil-
dren were injured. The video proved the 
military was lying.  

Secret war in Yemen: Another major 
scandal exposed by WikiLeaks was the 
fact that the Obama administration was 
unlawfully waging a secret war in Yemen, 
while lying to Americans about it. Among 
other revelations, diplomatic cables re-
leased by the organization showed that 
high-profile bombings inside Yemen that 
were reportedly carried out by Yemeni 
forces had actually been unleashed by 
Obama — without even a semblance of 
congressional approval, much less a con-
stitutionally mandated declaration of war 
from Congress. A cable that documented a 
meeting between U.S. General David Pe-

traeus with Yemen’s U.S.-backed “Presi-
dent” Ali Abdullah Saleh in early 2010 
quoted Saleh discussing a conspiracy to 
lie to the world. “We’ll continue saying 
the bombs are ours, not yours,” Saleh said. 
According to the cable, Saleh’s remarks 
prompted one of Saleh’s minions, Deputy 
Prime Minister Rashad al-Alimi, “to joke 
that he had just ‘lied’ by telling Parlia-
ment that the bombs in Arhab, Abyan, 
and Shebwa were American-made but de-
ployed by the ROYG [Repubic of Yemen 
Government].” WikiLeaks also revealed 
U.S. government war crimes in Yemen, 
including the use of illegal cluster bombs. 

North American Union: By the time 
2011 came around, tHE nEw amEriCan  
had spent years exposing a plan to merge 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico 
under a European Union-style regime for 
North America. But without smoking-gun 
government documents to prove it, much 
of the establishment simply ridiculed or 
ignored the voices calling out the schem-
ing. But then, WikiLeaks dropped a bomb-
shell: A secret U.S. embassy cable from 
2005, released by WikiLeaks in April 
2011, confirmed in black and white that 
North American governments were in-
deed plotting to “integrate” the continent. 
The official document, signed by then-
American Ambassador to Canada Paul 
Cellucci, outlined the best ways to peddle 
the scheme to policymakers and the public. 
Most alarming to critics, it also discussed 
ways of getting around national constitu-

tions and even the possibility of an eventual 
“monetary union.” Numerous other topics 
are broached in the leaked document, too: 
borders, labor, regulations, and more. In-
credibly, the document points to Canada’s 
constitutional protections for provincial 
sovereignty as a “problem” that could be 
overcome by an “international initiative.” 

Pushing climate-change program with 
bribes: One of the most interesting revela-
tions to come from WikiLeaks’ dump of 
U.S. diplomatic cables exposed how U.S. 
and EU authorities bribed, threatened, and 
bullied other governments to join the cli-
mate bandwagon. Cables about the Mal-
dives, for example, showed that that back-
ward regime promised to support the 2009 
UN Copenhagen Accord on climate change 
in exchange for U.S. taxpayer money. The 
“tangible assistance,” as the regime referred 
to it, would allegedly be used to finance 
various pet projects such as a deeper har-
bor. Why a nation supposedly on the brink 
of disappearing under the waves needed 
a deeper harbor was not explained. How 
the depth of a harbor is related to climate 
change was not mentioned either. But once 
U.S. tax money began flowing, other na-
tions would understand “the advantages to 
be gained by compliance” with the climate 
agreement, a Maldivian official promised 
U.S. climate negotiator Jonathan Persh-
ing. Bribes were also used to bring Saudi 
officials on board with the UN climate re-
gime. One cable featured U.S. Ambassador 
to the Netherlands Fay Levin plotting “to 
use aid money as political leverage” on 
the “climate” front. And then-EU climate 
boss Connie Hedegaard “suggested the 
AOSIS [Alliance of Small Island States] 
countries ‘could be our best allies’ given 
their need for financing,” according to 
another cable. In short, wealthy Western 
powers were bribing Third World regimes 
to support the UN climate agenda, while 
threatening those that refused. Other cables 
revealed that the CIA and the State Depart-
ment were even spying on those involved 
in the climate process to obtain leverage. 
Analysts called those revelations the “tip of 
the iceberg.” Private businesses engaged in 
such unethical practices would likely have 
been prosecuted under the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act. 

Aiding drug cartels: One of the 
biggest bombshells to come from 
WikiLeaks was the U.S. government’s 

WikiLeaks exposed war crime: One of the stories broken by WikiLeaks involved the war crimes 
featured in this “Collateral Murder” video, which showed U.S. troops killing civilians who were 
helping a journalist the troops had previously shot.
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involvement with murderous Mexican 
drug cartels. Perhaps the most explosive 
of the e-mails from the private intelli-
gence firm Stratfor, many of which were 
released by WikiLeaks, showed that the 
U.S. government was allowing Mexican 
assassins into the United States to mur-
der people, at least if they agreed to co-
operate with U.S. authorities. “Regard-
ing ICE [U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement] screwing up informants: 
They [ICE] were handling big hit men 
from Juarez and letting them kill in the 
U.S.,” a “federal law enforcement super-
visor” wrote in a Stratfor e-mail released 
by WikiLeaks in 2012. That same U.S. 
official revealed that U.S. Special Opera-
tions troops were operating in Mexico. 
Those U.S. troops were helping Mexican 
forces — described as “death squads” by 
analysts — to use “surgical strikes” to 
murder people. The Stratfor release also 
confirmed what many other sources had 
alleged: The U.S. government was qui-
etly supporting certain Mexican crimi-
nal empires, especially the Sinaloa drug 
cartel, in a bid to solidify the syndicates’ 
reign as dominant powerbrokers in par-
ticular territories. If cartel chiefs coop-
erate with authorities, “governments 

will allow controlled drug trades,” a 
diplomatic source wrote in an e-mail, 
confirming numerous other sources and 
reports on the practice. 

Clinton-Podesta “spirit cooking”: 
Among the most bizarre and disturbing 
revelations to come from WikiLeaks 
were some found in the e-mails belong-
ing to John Podesta, an insider’s insider. 
Before becoming the chairman of Hillary 
Clinton’s 2016 presidential campaign, he 
served as chief of staff to President Bill 
Clinton, counselor to Obama, and chair-
man of the subversive, Soros-funded 
“Center for American Progress.” He is 
also — perhaps surprisingly to those 
who do not study the elites — deeply 
involved in the world of occultism, his 
e-mails revealed. Consider, for instance, 
a June 28, 2015 e-mail exchange between 
Podesta and occult-themed pseudo-artist 
Marina Abramovic, whose Twitter handle 
is AbramovicM666. “I am so looking 
forward to the Spirit Cooking dinner at 
my place,” Abramovic wrote to Podesta 
before asking whether his brother (and 
fellow Deep State bigwig) would be at-
tending. For those unfamiliar with “spirit 
cooking,” this is an occult ritual in which 
menstrual blood, sperm, breast milk, and 

urine are mixed together and blood is 
splashed around under the guise of “art.” 
The ostensible purpose is to connect with 
the “spirits,” something the Bible clearly 
condemns and that has roots in the de-
monic. Consider that spirit cooking is 
considered a “sacrament” in the satanic 
“religion” of “Thelema” founded by no-
torious satanist pervert Aleister Crowley. 
Other e-mails in the WikiLeaks releases 
include conversations Clinton had about 
an accused child-trafficker whom the 
Clintons had protected through their in-
fluence.

Fomenting regime change in Syria 
before civil war: While Western powers 
claimed that the Syrian civil war was sim-
ply the result of a pro-democracy uprising 
being suppressed by a tyrant, WikiLeaks 
proved otherwise. In fact, leaked U.S. 
government diplomatic cables showed 
that the U.S. government had been show-
ering American funds on Syrian opposi-
tion groups for many years before armed 
conflict broke out. Even propaganda and 
psy-ops were being bankrolled by the 
U.S. taxpayer as far back as the George 
W. Bush administration. Among the re-
cipients of that “aid” was Barada Tele-
vision, a Syrian opposition TV outfit 
founded and run by Osama Monajed of 
the Syrian National Council, or SNC, the 
Western-backed front group purporting 
to be the genuine representative of the 
Syrian people. The Syrian regime “would 
undoubtedly view any U.S. funds going 
to illegal political groups as tantamount 
to supporting regime change,” noted the 
top U.S. diplomat in Damascus in a 2009 
embassy cable, highlighting “current 
U.S.-sponsored programming that sup-
ports anti-[government] factions, both 
inside and outside Syria.” State Depart-
ment spokesmen later claimed that un-
constitutionally pouring U.S. taxpayer 
money on foreign propaganda aimed at 
fomenting revolution in Syria was not 
“necessarily” undermining the existing 
government.

Gunrunning to terrorists: On the 
campaign trail, Donald Trump accused 
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama of 
“co-founding” the Islamic State (ISIS). 
Documents obtained and released by 
Judicial Watch and WikiLeaks proved 
he was right. In addition to a smoking-
gun report from the U.S. Defense Intel-
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U.S.-sanctioned cartel murders: WikiLeaks released e-mails from “intelligence” company 
Stratfor that revealed, among other things, that the U.S. government was working with drug 
cartels and allowing hit men to kill in America.
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ligence Agency showing that a “salafist 
principality” (hardline Islamic state) in 
Eastern Syria was a policy objective of 
the Obama administration, and that the 
White House knew the rebellion in Syria 
was led by al-Qaeda terrorists, e-mails 
released by WikiLeaks from Clinton ex-
posed her involvement as secretary of 
state in shipping weapons to jihadists, 
including to ISIS. Speaking to the far-left 
Democracy Now program, Assange high-
lighted the fact that Clinton played a key 
role in funneling weaponry from Libya 
to Obama-backed terror groups in Syria. 
Other e-mails reveal that the Obama 
administration knowingly supported al-
Qaeda and the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Syria, hoping to create an Islamic State. 
Another shows that Clinton knew Libyan 
“rebels” she supported during that coun-
try’s overrun were massacring blacks as 
part of an “ethnic cleansing” campaign, 
along with other war crimes. “So, those 
Hillary Clinton emails, they connect to-
gether with the cables that we have pub-
lished of Hillary Clinton, creating a rich 
picture of how Hillary Clinton performs 
in office, but, more broadly, how the 
U.S. Department of State operates,” As-
sange said. “So, for example, the disas-
trous, absolutely disastrous intervention 
in Libya, the destruction of the Gaddafi 
government, which led to the occupation 
of ISIS of large segments of that country, 
weapons flows going over to Syria, being 

pushed by Hillary Clinton, into jihadists 
within Syria, including ISIS — that’s 
there in those emails. There’s more than 
1,700 emails in Hillary Clinton’s collec-
tion, that we have released, just about 
Libya alone.”

Gold/Libya: In 2011, tHE nEw amEri-
Can became one of the first media out-
lets in the world to report on the fact 
that Moammar Gadhafi’s proposed gold-
backed currency for the region was likely 
a major factor in the decision of Western 
globalists and the United Nations to over-
throw his regime by partnering with al-
Qaeda and other jihadist terrorist groups 
on the ground. (Al-Qaeda’s Libyan branch 
was known as the Libyan Islamic Fight-
ing Group, or LIFG, and e-mails show 
the State Department knew this as well.) 
E-mails from the U.S. State Department 
under Clinton, released on New Year’s 
Eve and compiled in searchable format by 
WikiLeaks, confirm that Gadhafi’s gold-
currency plan was a major factor in the 
decision to destroy him. In an April 2011 
e-mail to Clinton from Sid Blumenthal, a 
globalist warmonger close to the Clinton 

family, Clinton 
is told that “Qa-
ddafi’s govern-

ment holds 143 tons of gold, and a similar 
amount in silver.” The gold, which was 
accumulated prior to the Obama-backed 
jihad against Libya, “was intended to be 
used to establish a pan-African currency 
based on the Libyan golden Dinar,” Blu-
menthal told Clinton, adding that the pre-
cious metals were valued at over $7 bil-
lion. “This plan was designed to provide 
the Francophone [French-speaking] Afri-
can Countries with an alternative to the 
French [Central African] franc (CFA).”  
Blumenthal also told Clinton that this 
gold currency plan “was one of the factors 
that influenced [French] President Nico-
las Sarkozy’s decision to commit France 
to the attack on Libya.” Oil was another 
motivating factor.

Other notable releases: The above list 
is far from exhaustive. Other revelations 
from WikiLeaks worth mentioning include 
documents from the National Security 
Agency released in 2015 confirming that 
the Obama administration was spying on 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French 
President François Hollande, United Na-
tions Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
and Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusco-
ni. WikiLeaks also exposed over 100 key 
companies in the “mass surveillance in-
dustry” and the close relationship between 
the industry and brutal dictators and tyrants 
the world over. “Intelligence companies 
such as VASTech secretly sell equipment 
to permanently record the phone calls of 
entire nations,” WikiLeaks explained when 
dumping the documents. Among the alarm-
ing disclosures surrounding the Afghan 
war, meanwhile, were documents showing 
that Pakistani intelligence officials were 
working with jihadists to plan attacks on 
U.S. troops — all while the U.S. govern-
ment was sending billions in aid to the re-
gime in Pakistan. 

Revenge of the Deep State
Right now, Assange is being prosecuted 
for supposedly trying (unsuccessfully) to 

The depravity of the political elite: E-mails from Hillary Clinton campaign chief John Podesta 
revealed that he would attend an occult “Spirit Cooking” ritual with “artist” Marina Abramovic, 
shown here with a goat head.
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So far, however, the crimes exposed by WikiLeaks 

have gone largely unpunished. Instead, the Deep 

State turned its attention to WikiLeaks founder 

Assange and those who provided information to him.
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help a U.S. military intelligence analyst to 
crack a password. Whether that even hap-
pened remains unclear. However, more 
charges have not been ruled out. Either 
way, it appears that rather than seeking 
justice, the Deep State operatives at the 
U.S. Department of Justice are seeking 
revenge against WikiLeaks and Assange 
for having exposed and embarrassed their 
friends and associates. 

“WikiLeaks has become the rebel li-
brary of Alexandria. It is the single most 
significant collection of information that 
doesn’t exist elsewhere, in a searchable, 
accessible, citable form, about how mod-
ern institutions actually behave,” As-
sange explained about the disclosures his 
organization was responsible for, with the 

highlights above representing the tip of 
the iceberg. “And it’s gone on to set peo-
ple free from prison, where documents 
have been used in their court cases; hold 
the CIA accountable for renditions pro-
grams; feed into election cycles, which 
have resulted in the termination of, in 
some case — or contributed to the ter-
mination of governments, in some cases, 
taken the heads of intelligence agencies, 
ministers of defense and so on. So, you 
know, our civilization can only be as 
good as our knowledge of what our civi-
lization is. We can’t possibly hope to re-
form that which we do not understand.” 
And perhaps that is the whole point. 

Conservatives and constitutionalists 
have praised WikiLeaks for similar rea-

sons. Former Representative Ron Paul 
(R-Texas), a founding father of the mod-
ern liberty movement, applauded the 
organization and its work on the floor 
of Congress. “Despite what is claimed, 
the information that has been so far re-
leased, though classified, has caused no 
known harm to any individual, but it has 
caused plenty of embarrassment to our 
government,” he explained, adding that 
neoconservatives were upset with the 
revelations that loosed their grip on em-
pire. “If WikiLeaks is to be prosecuted 
for publishing classified documents, why 
shouldn’t the Washington Post, the New 
York Times, and others who also pub-
lished these documents be prosecuted?” 
And perhaps that is the point, too. If As-
sange and WikiLeaks can be successfully 
prosecuted for embarrassing the Deep 
State, it will set a dangerous precedent 
allowing future truth-tellers to be de-
stroyed, too.

By revealing the truth, WikiLeaks and 
Assange have offered a tremendous ser-
vice to humanity. Now it is time to make 
sure the real criminals are punished. n

After having thus successively taken each member of the community in its 
powerful grasp, and fashioned them at will, the supreme power then extends 
its arm over the whole community. It covers the surface of society with a 
net-work of small complicated rules, minute and uniform, through which the 
most original minds and the most energetic characters cannot penetrate, to 
rise above the crowd. The will of man is not shattered, but softened, bent, and 
guided: men are seldom forced by it to act, but they are constantly restrained 
from acting: such a power does not destroy, but it prevents existence; it does 
not tyrannize, but it compresses, enervates, extinguishes, and stupefies a 
people, till each nation is reduced to be nothing better than a flock of timid 
and industrious animals, of which the government is the shepherd.  

― Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 1840
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by C. Mitchell Shaw

Reclaiming the Republic: How Chris-
tians and Other Conservatives Can Win 
Back America, by Robert G. Marshall, 
Charlotte, North Carolina: TAN Books, 
2018, 268 pages, hardcover.

Reclaiming the Republic: How 
Christians and Other Conserva-
tives Can Win Back America, by 

former Virginia State Delegate Robert G. 
Marshall, is perhaps the best book on the 
subject that this writer — who has read 
scores of such books over the last two 
decades — has ever read. In Reclaiming 
the Republic, Marshall seamlessly weaves 
together historical accuracy, political phi-

losophy, and practical steps that anyone 
could follow. The end result is a book that 
is at once both an easy, enjoyable read and 
a deep, educational read.

Marshall — who served for 27 years 
in the Virginia House of Delegates be-
fore being defeated in 2017 by the first 
“transgender” candidate to be elected to 
that body — lays out the material in his 
book in a no-nonsense, clearly articulated 
style. Using illustrations from American 
history and his own political career, Mar-
shall lays a framework for creating an in-
formed electorate that will be ready and 
able to mobilize for the purpose of “Re-
claiming the Republic.” Those are goals 
that have — from the beginning — been 
part of the plan of The John Birch Society 
(this magazine’s parent organization). 

Reclaiming the Republic is divided into 
two parts: “Think Like the Founders” and 
“The Playbook: Terms, Strategies, and 
Tactics.” But the division is more a natural 
progression than a marked separation. The 
seamlessness with which one part flows 
into the next is simply masterful. This 
book is no voluminous tome of dry, boring 
facts — instead it is a practical manual that 
both addresses the nature of the problem 
and offers effective solutions to solve it.

The first part addresses religious liberty, 
the Supreme Court, activist judges, and the 
Trojan Horse of fake “tolerance” (which 
Marshall calls “the stick with which they 
beat us”), and ties it all together with the 
real intolerance of those who use fake “tol-
erance” as a tool to erode religious liberty. 

Citing Sacred Scripture, Natural Law (the 
“Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God”), the 
writings of the Founding Fathers, and other 
historical sources and leaning on his own 

nearly 30 years in public service, Marshall 
takes the reader to a point of clarity. The 
reader can see a near-perfect reflection not 
only of the greatness of America as she was 
intended to be, but also of the failure of the 
average American to defend that greatness 
by fighting the good fight to keep America 
great. He lays the foundation for seeing that 
reflection in his foreward, entitled “What 
Is at Stake.” After explaining how his sex-
confused opponent was able to out-spend 
and out-campaign him (hint: far too many 
conservatives didn’t think his opponent 
could win and did not rise to the challenge 
— many of them not even voting), Mar-
shall writes:

This endeavor to reclaim America 
will take a permanent commitment. 
Every time you leave your home, you 
should think of yourself as a mission-
ary. I advise keeping voter registration 
information with you every time you 
leave home. Strike up conversations. 
Any time you meet a favorable citi-
zen, inquire if they are registered, or if 
they vote in all elections or just some. 
We have to get more people who think 
like us to be registered voters who 
do not miss any elections. And even 
missing one opportunity to grow the 
ranks of our supporters can have a bad 
outcome. The other side is committed; 
we must be more committed.

Very few conservatives would be sur-
prised to read in Marshall’s book that the 
current misunderstanding of “separation 
of Church and State” is found nowhere in 
the U.S. Constitution. What may surprise 
many, though, is the masterful historical 
background Marshall reveals as the basis 
for the first clause of the First Amend-
ment. Rescuing the establishment clause 
from both dishonest liberals and jaded 
conservatives, he clearly uncovers the 
original intent — and amazing wisdom — 
of that enumeration of a God-given right. 
In addressing Supreme Court (and lower 
federal court) decisions that have “total-
ly rejected millennia of religious social 
norms especially in the area of marriage 
and family life,” Marshall states that “the 
Supreme Court does not have the exclu-
sive right to interpret the Constitution” 
and that “the Constitution does not give 
the role of final arbiter of its interpretation 
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Former Virginia State Delegate Robert G. Marshall goes 
through how religious liberties and other rights have been 
lost in the country, and how to get them back.
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to the Supreme Court,” and then proves 
those assertions with citations from the 
U.S. Constitution, the Founding Fathers, 
and other historical sources. 

His proof is so incontrovertible that it 
is impossible for any honest, thinking per-
son to offer a rebuttal. He also shows that 
“the Constitutional Convention of 1787 
rejected judges as lawmakers” and that 
Congress has the power to rein in the Su-
preme Court and other federal courts since 
“Congress controls the types of cases the 
Supreme Court hears.” This one section 
alone — if applied — would go a long 
way toward taking America home again 
by snatching the American experiment in 
liberty from the clutches of judges who 
are, after all — as Marshall points out — 
“human too” and often exercise “bigotry 
from the bench.”

As evidence of that bigotry, Marshall 
returns to the subject of religious liberty 
and how it intersects (read: collides) 
with judicial activism. The case in 
point is an opinion offered by Jus-
tice Hugo Black in Everson v. Board 
of Education in 1947. Black noted, 
“The First Amendment has erected 
a wall between church and state. 
That wall must be kept high and 
impregnable. We could not approve 
the slightest breach.” That opinion 
helped lay the foundation for termi-
nating parental rights at the bound-
ary of school properties — leading 
eventually to the removal of religion 
from schools. History now shows 
that once religion was removed, the 
vacuum was filled with godlessness 
— including the “LGBTQ” agenda 
that now serves as an indisputable 
dogma of public education.

As Marshall shows, Black was an 
Alabama lawyer who was hired by 
the Alabama Ku Klux Klan to de-
fend a Klansman in the cold-blood-
ed murder of a Catholic priest who 
had officiated at the wedding of that 

Klansman’s daughter to a Catholic man 
from Puerto Rico. Black used the jury’s 
racial and religious biases instead of the 
law to see his client acquitted. Black then 
began his political career by joining the 
Klan and running for the U.S. Senate in 
1926. So the man who — as a Supreme 
Court justice — helped America along the 
path to where we now find ourselves, did 
so because of his own religious and racial 
prejudices, which he refused to lay aside 
in his decisions. 

 As to the intolerance of the “toler-
ance” brigade, Marshall points out that 
since “tolerance involves refraining from 
action in the face of a real or perceived 
evil” and “requires the acceptance of cer-
tain standards, truths, or propositions held 
to be true,” then it naturally follows that 
“the only people who can truly be toler-
ant are those with firm unwavering stan-
dards or principles.” That would exclude 

liberals who consistently demonstrate a 
broken moral compass as they meander 
all over the moral and political landscape 
looking for a place to stand momentarily 
before shifting yet again.

Marshall quotes Archbishop Fulton 
Sheen as saying, “Tolerance is an attitude 
of reasoned patience towards evil, and a 
forbearance that restrains us from showing 
anger or inflicting punishment. But what 
is more important than the definition is 
the field of its application. The important 
thing here is this: Tolerance applies only 
to persons, but never to truth. Intolerance 
applies only to truth, but never to persons. 
Tolerance applies to the erring. Intolerance 
to the error.”

But by redefining “tolerance,” liberals 
have created “the stick with which they beat 
us” and grant themselves a place to stand in 
their hatred and intolerance of both conser-
vatives and conservatism. The hypocrisy 
is not lost on them; they just seem not to 
care since the intended purpose of the tool 
(the stick of fake “tolerance”) is to decimate 
religious liberty so that they can call good 
evil and evil good without anyone daring to 
challenge the reversal.

The second section of the book lays out 
concrete steps for bringing about positive 
change. It is a little like a recipe. While 

avoiding the pitfalls of partisan 
politics, Marshall shows how to or-
ganize and take America back one 
precinct at a time. From demand-
ing adherence to the Constitution to 
developing relationships with your 
representatives to becoming (and 
remaining) informed about both the 
principles and the political process 
to voting in every election, Marshall 
creates a clear blueprint for creating 
and mobilizing the informed elec-
torate that is necessary to “Reclaim-
ing the Republic.”

With a deep understanding of 
what true federalism is and the prac-
tical and moral experience earned 
through nearly three decades of 
public service, conducted with the 
utmost integrity, Robert G. Marshall 
knows what he writes about. This is 
a book that should be read, under-
stood, and put into practice by every 
moral, patriotic American. There is 
a time for everything; now is the 
time for this book. nAP
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By redefining “tolerance,” liberals have created “the 

stick with which they beat us” and grant themselves a 

place to stand in their hatred and intolerance of both 

conservatives and conservatism.



Can We Help You?
A group of teenage boys in Caldwell, 
Idaho, is being praised for selflessly stop-
ping to assist an elderly man who fell to 
the ground. 

A passerby named Erika Tovar wit-
nessed the scene as she was driving on 
March 26. She noticed an elderly man, 
later identified as Jose Gomez, fall to the 
ground, so she made a U-turn to check on 
him. Before she had the chance, she no-
ticed five boys come to the man’s aid. 

“I saw that he fell so I stepped on my 
brakes,” said Isaac Hernandez, one of the 
teen boys. 

The boys reportedly helped the man to 
his feet, and they insisted on escorting him 
back to his nearby home, where they pro-
ceeded to clean the man’s wounds. 

“We parked and we all ran out. We 
picked him up and we asked if he was okay, 
he said he was fine,” he continued. “So we 
just kept walking with him. We said we 
were going to walk him all the way to his 
house. We helped him inside, and his knee 
was bleeding. So, we grabbed napkins put 
alcohol on it and cleaned him up.” 

Unbeknownst to the boys, Tovar snapped 
photos of the scene and posted them to her 
Facebook page to commend the boys for 
their good deed. The photos were shared 
nearly 1,000 times and the boys have been 
praised for their kindness by members of 
the local community, some of whom have 
presented the boys with gifts, food, and 
trinkets, 7KTVB.com reported. 

The boys said they did not help the man 
for any other reason except because it was 
the right thing to do. “We didn’t do it for 
the attention, we just did it out of the kind-
ness of our hearts. It’s just the right thing 
to do,” Hernandez said.

A Special Birthday 
On the very same day that the five boys 
stopped to help Gomez, another group of 
teenage boys in South Brunswick, New 
Jersey, took a five-year-old boy with au-
tism named Carter under their wings on 
his birthday. 

Carter’s mother, Kristen Braconi, ex-
plains her son has “high functioning au-
tism” and ADHD and is highly commu-

nicative and sociable. Braconi posted on 
Facebook on March 26 that she took her 
son to the park on his birthday, and he was 
playing in the skate park on his scooter 
when some older kids showed up, ABC 7 
News reported. 

To Braconi’s surprise, the boys took an 
interest in her son and began teaching him 
how to use their skateboards. “I caught a 
video of them singing to my son and one 
of the kids gave him a mini skateboard and 
taught him how to use it,” Braconi wrote 
on a South Brunswick community page. 

Braconi never even got the boys’ names, 
but was so grateful for how well they treat-
ed her son that she wanted to shout their 
praises. “I can’t even begin to thank these 
kids for being so kind and showing him 
how wonderful people can be to complete 
strangers. I bought them all ice cream to 
say thank you but it wasn’t enough!” she 
wrote on Facebook. “Thank you to who-
ever these children are and thank you to 
their parents because you are doing a won-
derful job!”

Local police caught wind of the story 
and posted it on the South Brunswick 
Police Department’s various social-me-
dia pages in the hopes of identifying the 
boys. They eventually found the boys 
and threw a small pizza party/reunion for 
them and Carter at the skate park where 
they all first met. 

Teenager Buys Mom a Car
Thirteen-year-old William Rabillo of Ne-
vada gave his mother the surprise of her 
life when he presented her with a 1999 
Chevy Metro that he purchased with his 
own money, money that he’d been secretly 
squirreling away, CBS News reported. 

William’s mother, Krystal Preston, was 
moved to tears by her son’s kind gesture 
and wrote about it on her Facebook page. 

“I am speechless my 13 year old son 
bought me a car,” she wrote. “He did some 
work for this woman and that was his pay-
ment that he worked out with her. And here 
I thought it was a joke.... Nope I was hand-
ed the keys and paperwork to the car and 
I’m freaking out but so in shock like OMG 
this is happening right now. So we got into 
the car it started right up and off we went.”

William had been doing side jobs such 
as mowing lawns and cleaning yards to 
save money, but Preston never imagined 
that he was saving to buy her a car. 

William told a local news station that 
he got the idea to surprise his mother from 
watching YouTube videos. “I saw on You-
Tube where people get their mom a car 
and then surprise her with it,” William 
said. “I wanted to do that.”

William then came across a woman sell-
ing a 1999 white Chevy Metro on Face-
book and reached out to ask about buying 
it. “It was really cheap so I asked her if I 
could trade it or earn it, and at first she said 
no,” he said. “After she thought about it, 
then she said yes.”

Preston sang her son’s praises on Face-
book. She explains that she was at a “low 
point” in her life and that his actions 
picked her right up. 

“I am so proud of my son.... William 
I love you son and thank you. You have 
such a big heart and I love you.” n

— ravEn ClabouGH
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by Steve Byas

I t was in 1919 that a majority of the membership of the Social-
ist Party of the United States voted to join the Comintern, es-
tablished by the Bolsheviks who had seized power in Russia 

in late 1917, as a way of promoting world revolution. 
This year, 2019, marks 100 years of the Communist Party 

USA, founded as a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Soviet Union, 
yet the importation of communist ideas to America precedes even 
the founding of the United States. The notion that communal, or 
communist, ownership of property was morally and practically 
superior to the private ownership of property actually goes back 
to the earliest days of American history. Both the colonists at 
Jamestown and the colonists at Plymouth attempted what can 
best be described as “small c” communism, leading to starvation.

Despite this example of the foolhardiness of such a plan, when 
the Pilgrim Fathers landed at Plymouth, they believed that they 
could make a communal system work. They couldn’t, of course, 

and Governor William Bradford explained what happened in his 
book, Of Plymouth Plantation: “This community … was found 
to breed such confusion and discontent and retard much employ-
ment that would have been to their benefit and comfort. For the 
young men that were most able and fit for labor and service did 
repine that they should spend their time and strength to work for 
other men’s wives and children without any recompense.… They 
deemed it a kind of slavery.”

One would think that such history would have been enough, 
yet throughout American history there have always been some 
with sympathy for such a system. For example, Horace Greeley 
was the publisher of the New York Tribune and a member of the 
Communist International. He even hired Karl Marx, the author of 
The Communist Manifesto, as a European correspondent. Anoth-
er prominent American member of the Communist International 
was Senator Charles Sumner.

Many such examples could be offered, but it was not until 
the Bolsheviks staged a violent coup d’etat against the Russian 
government in 1917 that revolutionary communism had actually 
captured a country. They quickly formed the Third Communist 
International (the Comintern), and plotted world revolution. 
Hungary briefly went communist and Germany almost followed.

Cooking Up Communism in America
But no greater prize could be imagined in the Communist Con-
spiracy to establish their one-world government than to take over 
the United States, and this was the avowed goal in the establish-
ment of the Communist Party USA in 1919.

This group was led by John Reed and Benjamin Gitlow, but 
they were denied admission into the Socialist convention. Reed 
had been in Russia during the Bolshevik Revolution, and was so 
thrilled with what had transpired that he wrote a book about it — 
Ten Days That Shook the World. (Not surprisingly, Hollywood 
eventually made a laudatory movie, Reds, based on Reed’s book). 
Reed, Gitlow, and others then met on August 31 and formed the 
Communist Labor Party of America (CLP). 

Among those who helped swell the ranks of this new fledg-
ling Communist Party were members of the communistic In-
ternational Workers of the World (I.W.W.). I.W.W. members, 
sometimes known as “Wobblies,” had used sabotage and vio-
lence to protest during the First World War. The Soviet Union’s 
leaders quickly saw how important an American Communist 
Party would be to their ultimate goal of world revolution and 

Most Americans are unaware of the total betrayal by communists in the United States, 
including loyalty to a foreign power and actions to violently overthrow the government.

Communist Party USA Is 100 Years Old This Year

“Father of communism”: An already-existing Communist Party (then 
called the League of the Just) hired Karl Marx and his associate Friedrich 
Engels to write the propaganda tract The Communist Manifesto. 
Communists around the world were then inspired to form communist 
parties, including the Communist Party USA, based on his theories.

THE NEW AMERICAN • MAY 20, 201934

 — PAST AND PERSPECTIVEHISTORYHISTORY



world government, and dispatched C.A. 
Martens to give the American commu-
nists direction.

Before the new American Communist 
Party was allowed full membership in the 
Comintern, however, its officers were re-
quired to sign the “Twenty-one Conditions 
of Admission.” These 21 conditions of 
admission to the Comintern made it quite 
clear that the Communists in the Soviet 
Union would dictate what happened in 
America’s Communist Party. In 1953, the 
U.S. Subversive Activities Control Board 
concluded after several hearings and in-
vestigations, “We find upon the whole 
record that the evidence preponderantly 
establishes that [the leaders of the Com-
munist Party USA] and its members con-
sider the allegiance they owe to the United 
States as subordinate to their loyalty and 
obligations to the Soviet Union.” 

Among the 21 conditions were the fol-
lowing: “The Communist Party [of the 
USA] must carry on a clear-cut program 
of propaganda for the hindering of the 
transportation of munitions of war to the 
enemies of the Soviet Republic.” Another 
said, “All decisions of the Communist In-
ternational … are binding upon all parties 
belonging to the Communist International,” 
while another stipulated that, “The duty of 
spreading Communist ideas includes the 
special obligation to carry on a vigorous 
and systematic propaganda in the Army. 
Where this agitation is forbidden by excep-
tional laws, it is to be carried on illegally.”

Labor unions were to be targeted for 
takeover: “Every party wishing to be-
long to the Communist International must 
systematically and persistently develop 
a Communist agitation within the trade-
unions.” Similar agitation was to be em-
ployed in rural areas. “Iron discipline” was 
to be maintained, and “periodic cleanings” 
of membership rolls were necessary to get 
rid of dissenters. Finally, any member who 
rejected these conditions and the “theses 
of the Communist International, on prin-
ciple, must be expelled from the party.”

From the very beginning, however, 
American communists had to contend with 
factionalism and differences in advanc-
ing their cause. A rival to the Communist 
Labor Party did not believe that the Labor 
Party was truly communistic, and the CLP 
responded in kind. The rival group called 
itself the Communist Party of America. It 

was led by Charles Ruthenberg (he died in 
1927 and his ashes are buried in the Krem-
lin), and was launched on September 1, 
1919.  Yet another splinter group in Michi-
gan was the Proletarian Party.

Another problem was that a strong ma-
jority of the “American” communists were 
not native-born, with some even having 
difficulty speaking English. The Commu-
nist lamented in June of 1920, “The Com-
munist Party, from the very beginning of 
its existence found its work hampered be-
cause it had in its ranks only a few men ca-
pable of expressing Communist principles 
in the English language.” 

The Executive Committee of the Com-
intern soon ordered the rival parties to 
consolidate “in the shortest possible time.” 
In case there was any misunderstanding, 
the directive was emphatic: “Unity is not 
only possible, but absolutely necessary. 
The Executive Committee categorically 
insists on its immediate realization.”

With a representative of the Comintern 
present, a “unity” convention was held in 
May 1920 at Bridgman, Michigan, which 
resulted in the formation of the United 
Communist Party of America. Still, some 
refused to go along with this “united” 
Communist Party, with some desirous of 
the right to leave the party, or differ with 
the Comintern on some issues.

It took another year of bickering, but 
finally, in May 1921, the United Com-
munist Party and some splinter groups 
formed the Communist Party of America, 
at Woodstock, New York. They agreed to 
work together for violent revolution, as 
“armed insurrection” was the “only means 
of overthrowing the capitalist state.” They 
also reiterated their complete subservience 
to Moscow. 

The party would have both a legal ele-
ment, which would disseminate commu-
nist propaganda in the public arena and run 
candidates for office (the Workers Party), 
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He learned quickly: Benjamin Gitlow was one of the earliest leaders of the Communist Party in 
the United States, serving for a while as general secretary. The party was formed in 1919, but 
within a few years, Gitlow broke with the party and emerged as a leading voice in opposition to 
the Moscow-run Communist Party.
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No greater prize could be imagined in the Communist Conspiracy 
to establish their one-world government than to take over the United 
States, and this was the avowed goal in the establishment of the 
Communist Party USA in 1919.
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and an underground aspect to conduct ille-
gal activities, such as operating a spy net-
work for the Soviet Union. In this regard, 
many American communists — William 
Z. Foster, Earl Browder, Jay Lovestone, 
Benjamin Gitlow, and John Reed — made 
several trips to Moscow.

Foster remarked that a 1921 visit with  
Soviet dictator Vladimir Lenin “was one 
of the most inspiring moments” of his life. 

Gitlow, who later left the Commu-
nist Party, wrote in his book The Whole 
of Their Lives about the very early days 
that he was inspired by what Lenin had 
accomplished in Russia and believed a 
successful revolution was imminent in the 
United States. “On September 2, 1919, 

the communist movement was officially 
launched. September 9 the Boston Police 
strike began. September 22, the nation-
wide Steel strike led by William Z. Foster 
started. At the end of October, the soft-
coal miners under the leadership of John 
L. Lewis staged a nation-wide coal strike 
stretching from the Appalachian coal 
range to the Pacific in defiance of a gov-
ernment order not to strike.”

Gitlow noted that Alexander Howatt, 
president of the Kansas miners and a 
member of the Communist Party, defied 
the courts and the government: “We’ll call 
their bluff. The strike can’t be stopped.” 
In New York, the police “swooped down” 
on the Russian branch of the Communist 

Party and arrested four Russian com-
munists on charges of criminal anarchy. 
Manifestoes were published calling for 
a nationwide strike for November 8, and 
the overthrow of the U.S. government by 
armed force and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat — as Karl Marx had dreamed.

A New York dentist, Morris Zucker, 
told a hall full of communists in New York 
City, “We are here tonight to celebrate the 
second anniversary of the Russian Soviet 
Socialist Republic and the birth of a new 
revolutionary movement here. The day is 
soon coming when the proletariat will be 
able to meet the capitalist class bayonet 
for bayonet and machine gun for machine 
gun. The government that will send armed 
men to the coal regions to deal with strik-
ers is on its last legs.”

Soviet Saboteurs
The Soviet Union had dispatched Lud-
wig Martens to the United States as its 
first “ambassador” to help the American 
communists carry out their plans. Gitlow 
noted, “Though not recognized by the 
United States, Martens maintained an 
embassy at 110 West Fortieth Street, New 
York City. His staff, with a few rare ex-
ceptions, was made up of members of the 
American communist movement.”

Martens admitted under oath to a com-
mittee of the New York State Legislature 
that he received a minimum of $30,000 a 
month from Europe, but failed to disclose 
that he received additional funds from 
some wealthy pro-Bolshevik American 
businessman — almost a million dollars. 
He also admitted that his bosses in Mos-
cow were more interested in world revolu-
tion than diplomacy. Martens bluntly told 
the committee that he was in America to 
help American communists establish a 
communist system in the United States 
— either through peaceful means, or if 
necessary, by violent revolution.

“The change may come by purely pacif-
ic means,” Martens testified, “or through a 
bitter struggle. They [the Soviets] do not 
care how it comes.”

Despite these words, which leave little 
room for any interpretation, that the Com-
munist Party USA, was a violent, revolu-
tionary organization intent on overthrow-
ing the U.S. government and establishing 
a dictatorial communist regime, most his-
tory textbooks tend to dismiss the “Red 
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Dealing with danger: With President Woodrow Wilson largely incapacitated for several months 
during the height of the 1919 “Red Scare”  — a time when American Communists used bombing 
and other forms of violence to achieve their nefarious goals — his attorney general, Mitchell 
Palmer, considered it his duty to jail and deport alien members of the Communist Party USA.

Woodrow 
Wilson

Mitchell 
Palmer
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Another stipulated that, “The duty of spreading Communist ideas 
includes the special obligation to carry on a vigorous and systematic 
propaganda in the Army. Where this agitation is forbidden by 
exceptional laws, it is to be carried on illegally.”



Scare” that followed the First World War 
as much ado about nothing. United States 
History: Preparing for the Advanced 
Placement Examination is typical, calling 
it “anti-Communist hysteria,” asserting, 
“From November 1919 through January 
1920, over 6,000 people were arrested, 
based on limited criminal evidence.”

The late Professor Clarence Carson 
offers a different view, however, in his 
The Growth of America, asserting that 
communism was an assault on civiliza-
tion, Christianity, and all other traditional 
religions, as well as on private property 
and the family. “Lenin had proclaimed a 
coming world revolution, and communism 
claimed to be international in purpose.”

Carson explained the background of the 
so-called Red Scare: “It looked for a brief 
period as if Germany might do a replay 
of the Bolshevik Revolution, hard on its 
heels,” in which a group calling itself the 
Spartacists, who formed the Communist 
Party of Germany, almost took over the 
German government in the aftermath of 
the World War. Hungary actually did fall 
briefly to a communist dictatorship under 
Bela Kun. 

Attorney General Mitchell Palmer an-
nounced that evidence had been obtained 
that the coal strike was being supported by 
the Communist Party, “urging the workers 
to rise up against the government of the 
United States.” A wave of strikes (2,600 
in all) during 1919 was accompanied by 

a wave of bombings. The maid of Sena-
tor Thomas Hardwick of Georgia had her 
hands blown off when she opened a pack-
age addressed to the senator. The New 
York post office turned up 16 bomb pack-
ages, with 20 more in other post offices, 
addressed to several Americans associ-
ated either with the U.S. government or 
American industry. Palmer’s house was 
destroyed by a bomb. In 1920, a wagon-
load of explosives was detonated on Wall 
Street, killing 38 people and injuring 200 
others, causing $2 million in damages. 
Some buildings today still show the marks 
of this attack.

Palmer hired a young man, J. Edgar 
Hoover, to lead a General Intelligence 
Division within the Justice Department 
(which evolved into the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation) to gather information on 
the communist menace. Both the federal 
and state governments carried out raids on 
alien members of the Communist Party, 
who were quickly deported. Citizens were 
turned over to local authorities for pos-
sible prosecution under criminal syndical-
ist laws.

These raids provided much of the im-
petus for the founding of the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), which 
provided legal assistance to many ac-
cused communists. Roger Baldwin, the 
director of the ACLU for several years, 
“was pro-Soviet in posture,” according 
to Carson, and “many of the governing 

board members had an assortment of 
Communist associations.”

While the civil liberties of even ac-
cused revolutionary communists should 
be respected, one must pose the question: 
Does an alien have some constitutional 
right to remain in a country when he is 
openly intending to overthrow its govern-
ment by force and violence? After all, the 
Communist Party was quite open in its 
goal of establishing a dictatorship in the 
United States, and was very willing to use 
violence to achieve that goal. The waves 
of bombings in 1919 and 1920 powerfully 
demonstrate that the “Red Scare” was not 
a figment of Palmer’s imagination.

But twisting the facts has been a tac-
tic of Communist Party propagandists 
and their allies since the party’s creation. 
Textbooks, movies, and media have often 
turned the enemies of communism, such 
as Palmer and Senator Joseph McCar-
thy in the 1950s, into the “real” villains. 
A prime example of this tactic was the 
largely successful effort to turn Nic-
colo Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti into 
victims of an American criminal justice 
system intent on punishing two Italians, 
not for robbery and murder, but for being 
radicals.

After the paymaster for a shoe factory 
in Braintree, Massachusetts, along with 
another man, was robbed and murdered 
in April 1920, Sacco and Vanzetti were 
arrested and found guilty by a jury. But 
because they were also revolutionaries, 
the Left in America and around the world 
claimed their political beliefs were on trial. 
Sacco told the judge at sentencing in typi-
cal Marxist rhetoric: “I know the sentence 
will be between the two classes, the op-
pressed class and the rich class.” Vanzetti 
similarly said, “I am suffering because I 
am a radical and indeed I am a radical; I 
have suffered because I was an Italian, and 
indeed I am an Italian.”

Forgotten, of course, were the real 
victims: Frederick Parmenter and Ales-
sandro Berardelli, both murdered on the 
afternoon of April 15, 1920. In his book 
Sacco-Vanzetti: The Murder and the Myth, 
Robert Montgomery wrote, “When arrest-
ed, Sacco had on his person a .32-caliber 
pistol containing nine bullets and in his 
pocket twenty-three additional .32-caliber 
bullets. The fatal bullet found in Berardel-
li’s body had been fired from a .32 Colt, 

Socialist terrorists: Wall Street, the symbol of American capitalism, was bombed in September 
1920 by American communists, killing 38 people and wounding several hundred more.
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and proof was to come that it had been 
fired from Sacco’s pistol.”

Montgomery concedes that there may 
very well have been some concern in 
Massachusetts, where the trial was held, 
about the violence sweeping the country 
in 1919 and 1920, but he notes that the 
“Red Scare” had nothing to do with their 
convictions. “Moreover, it was not until 
long after the trial, if at all, that Sacco and 
Vanzetti confessed to radical activities or 
opinions that would have subjected them 
to hatred, deportation, or punishment or 
caused them to be feared.” 

But as the men’s appeals dragged on 
for years (unusual at the time), the inter-
national Left crafted a narrative that these 
two men were simply victims of a “Red 
Scare,” for which there was nothing to be 
concerned about, anyway.

Renewed Calls for Communism
Once the initial concern about the bomb-
ings and strikes faded, the nation, under 
Presidents Warren Harding and Calvin 
Coolidge, enjoyed several years of eco-
nomic expansion and unprecedented 
prosperity, blunting much of the com-
munist propaganda about desperate pov-
erty caused by the capitalist system. The 
Communist Party suffered the fate of 
most such radical movements — the av-
erage person is much less likely to listen 
to extremists like them when the econo-
my is booming.

With the coming of the Great Depres-
sion, however, things began to look up for 
the Communist Party, USA. It was in the 
throes of that depression that the party’s 
chairman, William Z. Foster, felt embold-
ened enough to explicitly put into a book, 
Toward Soviet America, what was in store 
for Americans should the communists ac-
tually come to power.

There would be a “revolutionary col-
lectivization of land,” and “the liberation 
of the Negro,” along with the “foreign-
born, women, youth, the aged” and so 
on, who Foster claimed were, for one 
reason or another, to defend themselves 
in the class struggle, as communists 
called it. “The American Soviet govern-
ment will drastically eliminate such spe-
cial discrimination.” It has been a stra-
tegic method of the Communist Party 
and other leftists, at least as early as the 
French Revolution, to pit one part of so-

ciety against another. When a real divi-
sion exists, they exploit it, and when it 
does not exist, they work to create such 
a division so as to foster the conditions 
that will make a violent communist rev-
olution possible. According to the Pro-
gram and Constitution of the Communist 
Party of America, “Every class struggle 
is a political struggle.”

Foster also promised the emancipation 
of “the woman.” “Either she is a gilded 
butterfly bourgeois parasite, or she is an 
oppressed slave.” In diminishing capi-
talism, he said, “Capitalism sees in her 
mainly a breeder of wage slaves and 
soldiers.... To free the woman from the 
enslavement of the perpetual care of her 
children is also a major object of social-
ism. To this end in the Soviet Union there 
is being developed the most elaborate 
system of kindergartens and playgrounds 
in the world.” This will free the woman to 
work, being sure that “her child is being 
well-taken care of” — and no doubt being 
indoctrinated to be a good and obedient 
communist slave.

In words that also sound amazingly pre-
scient, Foster said he wanted to unshackle 
the youth, arguing that if they are “old 
enough to work, [they] are old enough 
to vote.” (As if there would be anything 
meaningful to vote on in the dictatorship 

of the proletariat, ruled by an oligarchy of 
men such as William Z. Foster.)

He also boasted that the communists 
would abolish the “militaristic Boy 
Scouts.” Modern leftists are accomplish-
ing that by taking the Boy out of the Boy 
Scouts, creating in its place a unisex or-
ganization.

Another goal of Foster’s communists 
was a national department of education. 
Once they were in control of all education, 
he promised, “The studies will be revo-
lutionized, being cleansed of religious, 
patriotic, and other features of bourgeois 
ideology. The students will be taught on 
the basis of Marxist dialectical material-
ism, internationalism.… Present obsolete 
methods of teaching will be suppressed by 
a scientific pedagogy.”

Furthermore, he proposed to tax the 
churches and abolish all religious schools. 
Organized religious training would be 
prohibited. Instead, the young would be 
treated to anti-religious propaganda in the 
government schools. Science would also 
be used to advance communism, as God 
would be banished from the laboratories 
as well as from the schools.

In short, Foster explained, “There will 
be no place for the present narrow patrio-
tism, the bigoted nationalist chauvinism 
that serves [the capitalists] so well.”
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Seeing the signs: The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) from 1924 until his 
death in 1972, J. Edgar Hoover saw communism as a threat to the liberties and lives of the 
American people. He said the goals of the communists included the desire to “overthrow our 
government.” Hoover wrote a classic study of the history and methods of the communists, 
Masters of Deceit.
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Benjamin Gitlow, who left the party and 
became its avowed enemy, warned in The 
Whole of Their Lives, “To judge the influ-
ence and potentialities of a Communist 
party by the size of its membership is to 
make a serious blunder, for the commu-
nist organization extends far beyond the 
limitations of its dues-paying members.” 
One only has to read the goals of the party, 
as explained by Foster, and compare those 
goals with our modern political scene 
today, to judge that the Communist Party 
has been very successful in advancing its 
agenda.

The other principal way that the Com-
munist Party had an impact was in supply-
ing a number of spies for the Soviet Union. 
According to Gitlow, “The Checka, later 
to be known as the GPU, the OGPU and 
NKVD [and later, the KGB], always main-
tained connections with the [American] 
Communist Party, the party serving as an 
important vehicle in its espionage activi-
ties in the United States.… The Commu-
nist Party of the United States is proud of 
the spies it has supplied to the Soviet gov-
ernment out of its own ranks.”

Some of the spies did great damage to 
the United States, such as Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg, atomic scientists who surren-
dered atomic secrets to the Soviet Union. 

One of the more infamous Communist 
Party members who betrayed America as 
a Soviet spy was Alger Hiss. Christina 
Shelton wrote in Alger Hiss: Why He 
Chose Treason that Soviet intelligence 
sources during World War II “obtained 
information from nearly 70 American 
ministries, departments, directorates, 
committees, and subcommittees in the 
governmental structure of the United 
States.” In his book The Naked Commu-
nist, W. Cleon Skousen related the story 
of an American officer, Major George 
Racey Jordan, who was in charge of fa-
cilitating the American Lend-Lease pro-
gram to Russia. Jordan intercepted a suit-
case bound for the Soviet Union, which 
contained a file of information about 
U.S. industry, harbors, troops, railroads, 
and communications. In the suitcase, he 
found a letter on White House stationery 
signed by Harry Hopkins and addressed 
to the number three man in the Soviet 

hierarchy. Attached to the letter was a 
map of the top-secret Manhattan Project, 
which developed the atomic bomb. One 
folder in the suitcase had written on it, 
“From Hiss.”

But Hiss, a top State Department of-
ficial, did far more damage than simply 
deliver documents, as bad as that was. In 
his book Blacklisted by History, M. Stan-
ton Evans noted that Hiss was heavily in-
volved in the campaign to destroy Chiang 
Kai-shek in China. Representative Karl 
Mundt (R-S.D.) said, “There is reason to 
believe that [Hiss] organized within that 
department one of the Communist cells 
which endeavored to influence our Chi-
nese policy and bring about the condem-
nation of Chiang Kai-shek.”

While the Yalta Conference in Febru-
ary 1945 is fairly well-known for its role 
in surrendering eastern Europe to the 
Soviets, the conference also was vitally 
important in cementing the American for-
eign policy that led to China going com-
munist. According to Shelton in Alger 
Hiss, Hiss played a “major role in all 
nonmilitary, substantive issues” at Yalta. 
Secretary of State Edward Stettinius’ pri-
vate papers reveal that he “relied heavily 
on Hiss for his expertise on a variety of 
issues.”

Hiss’s status was so great that he was 
named the acting secretary-general of the 
United Nations conference that opened in 
San Francisco, California, in 1945. 

In 1948, the American public was 
shocked when Hiss was publicly uncov-
ered as a Soviet spy. He later was convict-
ed of lying to Congress about his spying 
activities and spent time in federal prison. 
Sadly, Hiss was only one of untold num-
bers who placed their loyalty to a foreign 
power above that of their own country, all 
in service to the brutal ideology of com-
munism. The extent of these betrayals will 
never be known, but it is safe to say that 
it was immense. 

Unfortunately, this history is largely 
unknown to most Americans. Instead 
they are told the fairy tale that American 
communists were never a threat, and if 
anything, they were victims of a hysteria 
much like the Salem witchcraft trials of 
the 17th century. Today, much of the com-
munist agenda has been mainstreamed in 
American politics, academia, popular cul-
ture, and media. n
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Spies among us: Members of the Communist Party USA provided Moscow with multiple spies 
inside the U.S. government. Among the most infamous was Alger Hiss, shown here. A highly 
regarded member of such establishment organizations as the globalist Council on Foreign 
Relations, Hiss delivered secret, sensitive documents to the Soviet Union, was an advisor to 
President Franklin Roosevelt at the wartime Yalta Conference with Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, 
and was a key figure in the founding of the would-be world government, the United Nations.
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Nighttime Intruder
Komonews.com reported out of Seattle on 
April 22 about an intruder who broke in to 
a man’s house in the middle of the night. 
The man, who lives alone, was fast asleep 
when he heard the sound of glass shatter-
ing. He immediately jumped from his bed, 
retrieved a loaded firearm, and then dialed 
911. While on the phone with the 911 op-
erator, the man said he could hear people 
in his house and that someone was com-
ing up his stairs. Before the 911 operator 
could even give him any instructions on 
what to do next, the sound of gunfire rang 
out across the phone. Police soon arrived 
on the scene and discovered the body of a 
deceased suspect at the scene. 

The homeowner would later tell inves-
tigators that he shot the man as he entered 
the bedroom and that he believed there 
was more than one burglar involved in the 
break-in, but police have not yet found any 
evidence that corroborates the belief that 
multiple participants were involved. The 
investigation is ongoing. 

Son in Stolen Car
WPTV reported out of Palm Beach County, 
Florida, on April 22 about a harrowing or-
deal that illustrated how a father is willing 
to do whatever it takes to protect the life 
of his son. The incident unfolded when a 
father parked his car with his six-year-old 
son strapped into his seat in the vehicle. The 
father was saying goodbye to some friends 
while his car was running nearby, and a car-
jacker jumped into the vehicle and drove 
off. The suspect, later identified as Lamar 
Thurman, sped down the street in the stolen 
car with the child still inside, while the hor-
rified father and his friends rushed after him 
in another car. 

The father and his friends had dialed 911 
to report the car theft and child abduction 
when they witnessed Thurman lose control 
of the vehicle and crash. The father jumped 
from his friend’s car and ran up to his stolen 
vehicle because the car was momentarily 
stuck, but Thurman was able to get the ve-
hicle free and started driving away again. 
The father pulled out his handgun and shot 
at Thurman, trying to stop him from driv-
ing away a second time with his young son 

still in the car. Thurman was struck multiple 
times and again crashed the car, only a few 
hundred yards down the street. 

The Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrived on the scene and had Thur-
man taken to a medical facility, where he 
was listed in critical condition. The father 
was relieved to find out that his son did 
not sustain any injuries in the shooting or 
dual crashes. Law enforcement is still in-
vestigating the incident, but they believe 
it was a random carjacking because Thur-
man had no prior relationship with the vic-
tims and did have a criminal record that 
involved a prior carjacking in 2016. 

Banks Still Attacking the 
Second Amendment
Breitbart reported that Citibank is back 
at it again, attacking the Second Amend-
ment. Citibank issued a new policy on 
March 22 that requires that gun stores that 
do business with Citibank not sell “high 
capacity” magazines, among other long-
sought-after gun-control measures. This 
is part and parcel of the anti-gun strategy, 
chipping away at the Second Amendment 
by any means necessary.

Such news might strike our side as de-
moralizing considering that it seems like 
corporations and giant financial institu-
tions such as Citibank are quickly jumping 
on the anti-gun bandwagon, but attorney 
Justin Danhof, general counsel of the think 
tank National Center for Public Policy Re-
search and director of its Free Enterprise 
Project, advises us to not lose hope and 
instead to fight fire with fire. Danhof was 
interviewed by Cam Edwards on NRATV’s 
program “Cam & Co” on April 18. Danhof 
told conservatives who are dealing with 
far-left corporate attacks on our rights that 
“now is the time for action. Now is not the 
time for passivity.” In Danhof’s words, the 
“left does not have to be the only squeaky 
wheel…. If only the left is doing it, only the 
left is going to get results from corporate 
America. We need to be activists. Those on 
the right — wake up. Activism is for us as 
well!” Danhof said we can fight back and 
influence these businesses by boycotting 
them, which would cause them financial 

hardship and to possibly reverse their de-
cisions. Danhof said that conservative ac-
tivists need to engage in more right-wing 
“shareholder activism” so that the anti-gun 
Left is not the only “tail wagging the dog of 
corporate America.” 

Gun-rights Supporters 
Have “Mental Problems”
The Yellowhammer News reported out of 
Montgomery, Alabama, on April 17 about 
a comment from a state senator that re-
vealed how anti-gun politicians really feel 
about us. The Senate was holding a public 
hearing on a constitutional-carry bill. The 
proposed bill would not affect any other 
existing legal requirements to obtain a 
firearm, but it would do away with the re-
quirement that a gun owner needs to get a 
permit from the state to carry a gun. 

The National Rifle Association’s Todd 
Adkins spoke out in favor of the law when 
he was questioned by Democratic State 
Senator Vivian Davis Figures. Figures 
began a long diatribe that detoured into 
a random comment about mental illness 
which had nothing to do with the proposed 
law, and stated, “I just don’t understand 
the mentality of what you guys or — or 
what you guys continue to push to do. Par-
ticularly, with all the gun violence that is 
happening, to allow a person to be able to 
get a gun who has mental problems — to 
me that says the person who’s pushing that 
has some mental problems.” 

The NRA’s Adkins told Yellowhammer 
News after the hearing that Figures’ com-
ments were unfortunate.  “We believe in 
the Second Amendment. That certainly 
doesn’t mean we have any issues that she 
was attempting to associate with us…. I’ve 
seen it become more and more common in 
the public square unfortunately these days 
that such attacks are made. And I will say: 
I respect her right to voice her opinion cer-
tainly. That’s what these types of hearings 
are all about, but I won’t characterize why 
necessarily she made them. I’ll just say I 
know all the people I work on behalf of 
— our members in this state — are good, 
law-abiding citizens.” n

 — PatriCk krEy
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In a Self-interested 
Move, Big Tech Seeks 
Government Regulation
Item: Mark Zuckerberg, chief executive of 
Facebook, is pushing for government bod-
ies to enforce stronger industry standards 
for social-media firms such as his own, as 
well as new legislation and regulations 
on the platform companies. In an article 
in the Washington Post for March 30, he 
wrote that “we need a more active role for 
governments and regulators. By updating 
the rules for the Internet, we can preserve 
what’s best about it — the freedom for 
people to express themselves and for entre-
preneurs to build new things — while also 
protecting society from broader harms.”

Zuckerberg and Facebook have been 
under strong criticism for privacy issues 
and mishandling of personal information 
of users. In his op-ed, he called on govern-
ments worldwide to ally with social-me-
dia companies to regulate online speech. 
“Regulation could set baselines for what’s 
prohibited and require companies to build 
systems for keeping harmful content to a 
bare minimum.”

In addition, he maintained, “effec-
tive privacy and data protection needs a 
globally harmonized framework. People 
around the world have called for com-
prehensive privacy regulation in line 
with the European Union’s General Data 
Protection Regulation, and I agree. I be-
lieve it would be good for the Internet if 
more countries adopted regulation such 
as GDPR as a common framework. New 
privacy regulation in the United States 
and around the world should build on the 
protections GDPR provides.”
Item: The London-based Economist 
for March 23 is also a fan of the GDPR 
scheme of antitrust, taxation, and regula-
tion policies. In a piece entitled, “Europe 
takes on the tech giants,” the magazine 
calls for the United States to adopt its 
stances. It suggests this “could benefit 
millions of users, boost the economy and 
constrain tech giants that have gathered 
immense power without a commensurate 
sense of responsibility.”

Item: Kara Swisher in the New York Times 
for April 14 (as part of that paper’s “Pri-
vacy Project”) insists that we need “to put 
in place some rules — rules that have real 
teeth — on big tech companies.” Accord-
ing to Swisher — editor at large for Recode 
(a technology news website focusing on the 
business of Silicon Valley) as well as a con-
tributing writer for the Times — the ques-
tion is “what those rules should look like.” 
CorreCtIon: Some of us are old enough 
to recall when free speech was prized and 
a largely unrestrained Internet was seen 
as an ideal. We also remember when an 
American president pointed out that the 
most terrifying words in the English lan-
guage are: “I’m from the government and 
I’m here to help.”

Now, unfortunately, far too many main-
tain that if private companies don’t control 
their products appropriately, the federal 
government — or even an international 
body — should do it for them, claiming 
this is necessary for the public good. 

But we are not compelled to use, for 
example, Facebook or Twitter. Just be-
cause their policies and practices might 
be deemed objectionable doesn’t mean 
that Congress or some new asinine bu-
reaucracy should be calling the shots for 
private entities.

To be sure, there is plenty to dislike 

about the large social-media companies 
and their practices, in particular when 
conservatives are the targets. The Right 
has also had to deal with a (generally) un-
friendly academe, Hollywood, and mass 
media. Yet, the proper response isn’t to 
establish federal departments of “fair” col-
leges, movies, and publications. 

Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg claims he 
wants us to be protected from harmful con-
tent on his platform — so he is trying to 
get someone else to do that. That sounds 
remarkably like a government censor. 
Then we must ask, as Juvenal did in an-
cient Rome, Quis custodiet ipsos custodes? 
(“Who will guard the guards themselves?”) 

One recurrent complaint about major 
social-media platforms has been their fil-
tering practices, which are biased against 
conservative websites. Of late, some in 
Washington have been promoting govern-
ment-directed “neutrality” in that regard, 
including some legislators generally seen 
as conservative. 

One of those testifying last year at an 
April 2018 hearing before the House 
Committee on the Judiciary, TechFreedom 
president Berin Szókal, argued that the no-
tion that the federal government “should 
police the ‘neutrality’ of websites is, in ef-
fect, a Fairness Doctrine for the Internet.” 
He observed that it was “ironic that such a 

Left-wing willing to take freedoms: Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg favors new EU-based 
regulations of social media, including the removal of harmful content — though such content is 
usually just politically incorrect content, and factually correct. So much for free speech.
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proposal should come from any Republi-
can,” especially conservatives long known 
for opposition to the Fairness Doctrine “for 
stifling conservative voices on radio and 
television.” It was, as he testified, “Presi-
dent Reagan whose FCC finally abolished 
the Fairness Doctrine and Reagan himself 
who vetoed Democratic legislation to re-
vive the doctrine.” As Szókal then put it:

Why conservatives would suddenly 
embrace the Fairness Doctrine after 
decades of opposing it is simply baf-
fling. Conservative talk radio was 
impossible before the Reagan FCC 
repealed the Fairness Doctrine, for 
example. The Fairness Doctrine sup-
pressed heterodox viewpoints and 
enforced a bland orthodoxy in media. 
It would do the same for the Internet. 

Concerns about Facebook’s poten-
tial slant are best addressed through 
other measures, starting with trans-
parency and user empowerment. 
Ultimately, the best check on Face-
book’s power today is the threat of 
a new Facebook disrupting the com-
pany’s dominance — just as many 
younger Internet users abandoned 
the site first for Instagram and then 
for Snapchat.

Is Facebook an invincible, permanent mo-
nopoly? No. Indeed, it inevitably takes 
government help to make a true monopoly. 
Markets change. Consider a formerly dom-
inant social-networking company and the 
question posed in 2007 by the U.K.-based 
Guardian: “Will Myspace ever lose its mo-
nopoly?” The answer is yes. “Monopoly” 
Myspace employed about 1,600 people in 
2009; it now has a staff of about 150. It was 
“broken up” by the marketplace. 

Facebook itself has also been punished by 
the market: During the year after Facebook’s 
Cambridge Analytica data-harvesting scan-
dal was revealed on March 2018, sharehold-
ers lost more than $61.6 billion in value.

New rules will solidify the hold of 
companies such as Facebook. Consider 
the stringent conditions imposed by the 
EU General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR), being touted for use in the Unit-
ed States by Zuckerberg and others. Com-
plying is expensive, which is an advantage 
for the wealthier established firms. Indeed, 
some American newspaper websites (the 
Los Angeles Times and Chicago Tribune, 
among them) were taken down in Europe 
rather than pay for compliance — leaving 
less for European consumers. 

This was one of the results predicted 
even as the GDPR was being instituted, 

in a study by analysts at the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based Competitive Enterprise 
Institute (CEI). They forecast: “The eco-
nomic effects will include greater market 
concentration, as small firms and startups 
struggle to comply, conflicting priorities 
for businesses, greater inconvenience for 
users, and reduced innovation.” As sum-
marized by Iain Murray, a vice president at 
CEI, “Some of the GDPR’s requirements 
and invented rights, such as the ‘right to 
be forgotten,’ conflict with our more fun-
damental constitutional rights. A global 
GDPR, if adopted, will chill speech.” (It 
took effect in Europe in May 2018.)

A “GDPR” in this country could lead 
to a government agency or “third-party 
standard-setting body” making decisions 
on even everyday matters better handled 
locally or by individuals. 

What if, for example, you posted a photo 
of your child at First Communion or tak-
ing part in a sports competition? That was a 
question recently addressed by Data Protec-
tion Commission (DPC) Ireland. The Irish 
Independent reported in mid-April that the 
DPC had to issue “guidelines” because of 
confusion among parents, teachers, and 
children’s organizations over this issue. (If 
you are worried about the answer, the na-
tional DPC ruled, inter alia, that “taking a 
photo in public is generally fine; it’s what 
you do with that photo that can potentially 
become a data protection issue.” The DPC 
indicated that this “type of activity falls 
under the so-called ‘household exemption’ 
under the GDPR, which provides that the 
GDPR does not apply when a person proc-
esses personal data.” Do we really want 
Washington to be ruling on such matters?)

Social media have become a bane in 
many regards. The president’s son Donald 
Trump, Jr. echoed other critics when writing 
(in The Hill) not long ago: “From ‘shadow-
bans’ on Facebook and Twitter, to demoneti-
zation of YouTube videos, to pulled ads for 
Republican candidates at the critical junc-
tures of election campaigns, the list of viola-
tions against the online practices and speech 
of conservatives is long.” But inflating Big 
Government authority is not the proper cure 
for the ailments of Big Business.

Writing for Fox News (online) in De-
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Protective regulations: Without government regulations over social media, Facebook would 
inevitably eventually lose its dominance, but regulations might make competing with the 
company so expensive that Facebook becomes a true monopoly. 
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cember, John Samples — a vice president 
at the Cato Institute — also took note of 
other regulatory problems:

As early as 2021, liberals may con-
trol both houses of Congress and the 
presidency. Are they likely to use 
the federal government to make sure 
companies are fair to conservatives? 
Of course not. So why give the feder-
al government such new power over 
private companies?

Why indeed? And we should be suspicious 
when we see Big Tech leaders acquiescing 
rather easily to federal regulation. During the 
last year, as Nick Gillespie wrote on Rea-
son.com in early April, the heads of Twitter, 
Google, and Apple, typically before Con-
gress, “have all announced in favor of ‘new 
rules.’” Indeed, he continued,

Apple’s Tim Cook, the CEO of the 
planet’s biggest company, said just 
last December: “I’m a big believer 
in the free market. But we have to 
admit when the free market is not 
working. And it hasn’t worked here. 
I think it’s inevitable that there will 
be some level of regulation…. I think 
the Congress and the administration 
at some point will pass something.”

In truth, as mentioned earlier, regulations 
are likely to help those that are supposedly 
being restrained.

The regulations will, among other things, 
increase costs (essentially hidden taxes 
passed along to customers); provide tech 
companies with legal protections (“out-
sourcing censorship,” in the words of a 
former FTC commissioner); and help erect 
barriers against entry for potential competi-
tors who don’t have the political influence 
or capital of the established firms. Face-
book head Zuckerberg acknowledged as 
much in congressional testimony last year: 
“When you add more rules that companies 
need to follow,” he said, “that’s something 
that larger companies like ours just has the 
resources to go do and it just might be hard-
er for a smaller company just getting started 
to comply with.”

Moreover, those being regulated usual-
ly have a considerable say about how that 
will happen. As explained by Ryan Mc-
Maken, a senior editor at the Mises Insti-
tute, Facebook would be one of the “most 
powerful groups at the negotiating table 
when it comes to writing the new regu-
lations.” The company will, McMaken 
wrote in early April, 

be in a position to make sure the new 
rules favor Facebook over its compet-

itors. This is a common occurrence in 
regulatory schemes and is known as 
“regulatory capture.” When new reg-
ulatory bodies are created to regulate 
firms like Facebook, the institutions 
with the most at stake in a regulatory 
agency’s decisions end up controlling 
the agencies themselves.

This is a familiar script. Big Business, by 
and large, is not a foe of Big Government. 
They are frequently allies (though that is 
not the favored progressive tale). When 
you look more closely, it turns out that 
Enron, Philip Morris, and General Motors 
actually supported strict regulations of, re-
spectively, global energy, tobacco adver-
tising, and clean-air regulations. The list 
goes on — over many decades.

Once national governments get in the 
midst of regulating online content, there will 
be no end of it. The Economist, which has 
celebrated how the EU is “taking the lead” 
on these matters, is also apparently keen on 
“Britain’s approach,” saying that London 
hopes that it “will be adopted elsewhere.” 
The publication reported in mid-April about 
how the U.K. government had just published 

a 102-page policy paper outlining 
how it thinks internet regulation 
should work to reduce what it awk-
wardly calls “online harms.” It is 
enormous in scope and hugely am-
bitious, encompassing any company 
that allows people “to share or dis-
cover user-generated content or in-
teract with each other online.” That 
would include not just big social net-
works but also community forums, 
review sites, dating apps and much 
else…. Some fear it opens the door 
to censorship of the internet.

“Some” folks are correct. We don’t need to 
adopt such practices in this country. Or to 
erect what Mark Zuckerberg calls a “com-
mon global framework.” Or to promul-
gate a “Fairness Doctrine” for the Inter-
net, as opposed to the freedom of speech 
enshrined in the First Amendment to the 
Constitution. n

— william P. Hoar
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There is, undoubtedly, 
a great deal of deep 
angst these days in 

various echelons of the Deep 
State. The most brazen, trans-
parent, prolonged coup at-
tempt in our nation’s history 
has utterly failed — thus far. 
President Donald Trump, who 
was expected to crumple be-
neath the coup onslaught, is 
still standing. In fact, there 
is even a possibility that key 
members of the Deep State 
coup cabal could face prose-
cution for treason (as well they 
should), or at least less-serious 
felony charges. 

For more than two years, 
we were subjected to non-stop hyperventilating by the establish-
ment media about alleged “Trump-Russia collusion,” without a 
shred of evidence to substantiate the charges. They pinned their 
hopes on the super-protracted “investigation” (which Trump 
rightly branded a “witch hunt”) by Special Counsel Robert Muel-
ler. In March, Mueller delivered his long-awaited report to At-
torney General William Barr, and on April 18 the Department of 
Justice released a redacted version of the report to the American 
public. Talk about a huge letdown for Trump haters and coup 
plotters! Despite all of the illegal surveillance, lying, leaking, in-
timidation, arm-twisting, thumbscrewing, and other police-state 
tactics, Mueller & Company could produce no evidence of Trump 
collusion or conspiracy.

So for more than two years, America has been held hostage, 
divided and polarized by a false, malicious narrative perpetrated 
by opponents of a duly elected president of the United States. 
But the coup plotters have not given up. Some of them continue 
to flog the Trump-Russia horse because, well, they’ve invested 
so much time and effort in that worn-out nag, and there’s a sub-
stantial body of true believers who will continue to ride it. Most, 
however, have moved on to “obstruction of justice,” which is the 
subject of Volume II of the Mueller report. This, they expect, will 
provide the basis for their impeachment effort against Trump. But 
as many legal scholars have pointed out, the obstruction charge is 
as threadbare and baseless as the collusion charge.

The obstruction of justice gambit is also serving another impor-
tant purpose at the moment. It is being used to further distract the 
American public from the fact that they have been the victims of 
an enormous lie. The perpetrators desperately want us to “move 
along” and forget that lie, forget their crimes, forget their treach-
ery and treason. They certainly don’t want us to penetrate beneath 
the scummy, murky surface of their swamp. And they absolutely 
are resisting every effort to drain the swamp.

Because it is so central to 
Mueller’s faux investigation 
and report, let’s revisit briefly 
the so-called Steele dossier. 
We all know now that this 
“dossier” contained (according 
to James Comey) “salacious 
and unverified” stories, and 
was a defamatory dirty-tricks 
report paid for by Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign and the Demo-
cratic National Committee to 
smear Donald Trump. British 
intelligence agent Christopher 
Steele concocted the report for 
the Obama/Clinton-tied op-
position research firm Fusion 
GPS. Steele relied on Russian 
“sources,” who are, most like-

ly, assets of one kind or another for Vladimir Putin, which adds to 
a vast amount of additional evidence indicating that, contrary to 
Hillary Clinton’s claims, Putin wanted to help her, not Trump. This 
“dossier” traveled to the FISA Court, where it was used illegally 
(presumably with President Obama’s blessing, if not instigation) 
to obtain warrants to spy on a political opponent: Donald Trump.

Rather than slog through the 448 pages of Robert Mueller’s 
exercise in obfuscation and misdirection, one would be much 
better served by reading the scathing 48-page report prepared 
last year by Representative Louie Gohmert (R-Texas) that roasts 
Robert Mueller to a fare-thee-well — using Mueller’s own scan-
dalous record. Gohmert, a former prosecutor, judge, and long-
time member of the House Judiciary Committee, has done a 
tremendous service by collating the “highlights” of Mueller’s 
career of abuses, lies, deceptions, coverups, and crimes at the 
DOJ and FBI. He covers, for instance, Mueller’s role in the 
FBI/DOJ “partnership” with notorious murderer and Irish Mafia 
kingpin Whitey Bulger, and the campaigns to frame and defame 
Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Representative Curt Weldon 
(R-Penn.), and others. He notes as well the long, close mentor-
protégé relationship between Mueller and Comey at the DOJ 
and FBI. This proven record of service to the Deep State and 
the Mueller-Comey relationship led Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein to appoint Mueller as special counsel. In fact, 
Comey later admitted his illegal leak of his conversation with 
President Trump was calculated to accomplish this appointment.

“It is a federal felony to publish leaked classified informa-
tion,” Representative Gohmert reminds us. “The Deep State 
felons who are strategically leaking this information have po-
litically weaponized our justice system and should be brought 
up on charges of high treason for their attempts, with malice 
of forethought, to manufacture the overthrow of a duly-elected 
President of the United States.” n

Deep State Sleight of Hand 
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